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45 Ati of Died Re WEL 1 — 
1 haueldd at Towel hia, May 10, 1775. 9 
> Nzw-Hampsmins.. Jon. John Sullivan, Eſquire, WM; 
25 Sls Langdon, Elq. _ | | 
© Massactusnrtrts-BAy. Nes John al Ele 4 
Hon. Thomas Cuſhing, Eſquire, Mr. Samuel Adams, 
Jusohn Adams, Eſq; Robert Treat Paine, Eſq. 
RrevDr-IsLAND. Hon. Stephen eren Ting $8 
Hon. Samuel Ward, Eſq 7 
Connxcticurt, Hon, EI pihalet Wer Eleg Hon. - * K+. 
Roger Sherman, Eſq; Silas 8 Eſq. . + Z 
_ New-Yers. Philip Livingſton, Eft; Rs . 
i + El John Alſop, Eſq; John Jay, Eſq; Simon Boerum, 
Eſq; William Floyd, Eſqy Henry Wiſner, Eſq; Philip 
* . Eſq; George Clinton, Eſq; Lewis Morris, 
+ Eſq; Francis Lewis, Ela; Robert R. A e Eſq. 
Now. Jzrxsxv. James Kinſey, Eſq; Stephen Crane, 
Ach William ELivingſton, Els: John. De Hart, Eſqz 5 
© Richard Smith, Eſq. 8 
PINNSsVLVANIA. Johtr Dickinton, Eſq; Thomas be 
- Miſtin, Eſq; Charles Humphreys, Eſq; John Morton, 
Ela; Geokge Roſs, Eſq; Benjamin Franklin, Eſquire, . 
Thomas Willing, Eſa; . Wilſon, Eſg. 79590 
Lowrx Cobxrixs o DzLAwW ARB. Hon. Cefar © © 
"nal Eſq; Thomas M*Keane, Eſq; George Reade, 5 


q 
Mrd. Hon. Matthew Til ohihan, Eſq; Tho- 
mas Jobben, jun. Eſq; Robert Goldſborough, jun. 

Eſq; William Paca, Eſq; Samuel Chale, Eſq; Jobs 
Fall, Eſq; Thomas Stone, Eſq, 7 

VIRGINIA. Hon. Peyton Ratiflotgh, EI | 5 
- Waſhington, Eſq; Patrick Henry, Eſq; Richard Henry . 
W Lee, Eſq; Edmund Pendleton, Eſq; Benjamin Harri- 
| foo, Eſq; Richard Bland, Eſq; Thomas Tefferſan, Eſq» 
1 Nonrn-CANeLIN A. William Hooper, Eſq; Joſep N f 
n Hewes, Eſq; Richard Caſwell, Eſq. | 

_ .  $oUTE-CARoLING. Hon. Hen Middleton, Ef  -- 
Thomas Lynch, Eſq; Chriſtopher Gadſden Eſq John 5 
Rutledge, Fig; Edward Rutledge, Eſq.” 
Parish of St. 8 in See e Hall, | 
Acute. | — a then oY 
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WEDNESDAY, Moy 105 1775. 
A "NUMBER of Delegates from the Colonies 


of Neu-Hampſbire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Con- 
necticut, Neu- Jerſey, Pennſylva- 
nia, Delaware Counties, Maryland: Eirgima; North. 
Carolina and Scuth. Carolina, agrecable to their ap- 
poiatment and orders, received from their * 
tive Colonies, met at Philadelphia, and being con 
vened in the State-Houſe, proceeded to the choice. 
of a Preſident; when 
Upon motion, The Hon. Peyton Randoih Was u- 
nanimouſly choſen Preſident. 
After the Preſident was ſeated, | 
Mr. Charles T On. was unanimouſly choſen 
Secretary. 
Andrew N. Neare was alfo. choſen door-kreper;. 
and William Shed-ineffenger. 
Agreed, That the Rev. Mr. Duche be requeſted" 
to open the Congreſs with Prayers to-morrow morn- 
ing ; goo thet Mr. Willing, Mr. Sullivan and Mr. 


Bland, be a Committee to wait on Mr, Duche, and. 
acquaint him with the requeſt of the Congreſs, 
83 till! to-morrow at 11 0 clock. 


Mee” a, 


F . 


Nele, 10 1 11. 1775 A.. 

ge to the order of yeſterday, the cos. 
3 was opened with Prayers, by the Rev. Mr. 
Duche. After Prayers, the Congreſs according to 
adhournment proceeded to buſineſs. , 

The Delegates from the ſeveral Colonies pro- 
| duced their teſpective credentials, which were read 
and approved, as follows. 

Neu- Hampſhire. , At the Con vention of. Depu- 
ties, appointed by the ſeveral towns in the province 


aforeſaid, held at Exeter, on the 25th day of Janu- 


ary, 1775. 
The Hon, John Wentworth, Eq; in the Chair, 


Voted, That John Sullivan and Son Langden,, 
Has be delegated to repreſent this province in the 
ontinental Congreſs, propoſed to be held at Phila- 
delphia, on the tenth day of May next, and that 
they and each of them, in p abſence of the other, 
Rane full and ample power, in behalf of this pro- 
vince, to conſent and agree to all meaſures, which 
ſaid Congreſs ſhall deem eceflary, to e redreſs 


15 Ae grievances. 


True copy atteſted, 8 
M aſheck Weare, Clerk to the Convention. | 
8 F the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in Provincial 
* © Congreſs, Cambridge, Dec. 5, 1774. 
- Reſolved, That the proceedings of the American 


Continental Congreſs, held* at Philadelphia, on the - : 


5th day of September laſt, and reported by the ho- 
nourable Delegates from. this Colony, have, with, 
the deliberation: due to their high importance, been, 
conſidered by us, and the American Bill of Rights 
Yon contained, appears. d to be formed with the 

© greateſt 


cateſt ability and ada bo 6 to e founded o on 
gre immutable. laws of nature and reaſon, the prin- 
ciples of the Engliſh conſtitution, 70 reſpectivo 
charters and conſtitutions of the Colonies, and to 
be worthy of their moſt vigorous, ſupport, as eſſen 
tially neceſſary to liberty ; * likewiſe the ruinqus od 4 
; ini uitous meaſures, which in violation of theſe 
rights, at preſent convulſe and threaten deſtruction 
to America, appear to be clearly pointed out, and | 
| Jac RB adopted for defeating them. 
Reſolved, | That mee moſt grateful acknowledg- | 
ments are due. to the truly bonaurable and patrio- 
tic Members of the ESI Cong greſe, for their 
wiſe and able exertions in the cauſe er American 
Liberty; and this Congreis in their own names, 
and in "Behalf of this colony, do hereby, with the 
utmoſt fincerity, expreſs the fame, 1 8 
Reſolved, That the B John Hancock, Hon, 
5 (PIR Cuſb ing, Efqrs. We he Samuel Adams, Jobn 
Adams, and Robert T; reat Pain, Elqrs, or any three 
of them be, and they are hereby appointed and 
authoriſed t to repreſent this Colony, on the tenth of 
May next, or ſooner if neceſſaty, at the American 
Congreſs, to be held at Philadelphia, with full pow- 
er, with the Delegates from the other Ne 
Colonies, to concert, agree upon, direc and order 
ſuch further meaſures, as ſhall to them appear to 
be beſt calculated for the recovery and eſtabliſh- 
ment of American rights and liberties, and for re- 
. harmony between Great - Britain and the Co- 
Nles. ; 


4 true copy of Record, 
Benjamin Lincoln, Secretary. * 
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Thomas Cuſhing, Eſqrs. Mr. Samuel Adams, 75 | 


£44: 
Þ Provincial Congreſs, We Feb. 6, 355. 
Reſolved, That the Hon. John Hancock, 


Adams, and Robert Treat Pain, Eſqrs. appointed by 
the laſt Provincial Congreſs to repreſent this Colo- 
ny, on the tenth of May next, or fooner if neceſ- 
fary, at the American Congreſs, to be held at Phi- 


ladelphia, be, and they are hereby authorifed and 
 Unpowered, with the Delegates from the other . 


merican Colonies, to. adjourn. from time to time, 


and place to place, as ſhall be judged.neceſfary, and. 


to continue in being as 8 for this Colony, 


until the thirty- frſt day of December next — 
_ no Fs) 


A true copy of Record; | 
Benjamin Lincoln, 


* the Houſe f Repreſentatives 4 the Colony 0 Connec= ll 


' ticut, November 3, A. D. 17744. 
This Houſe proceeded to nominate, chooſe and 
int Delegates, to attend the General Congreſs 


he bolts at Philadelphia on the tenth day of 


May next, and made choice of the Hon. Eliphalet 
Dyer, Hon. Roger Sherman, Silas: Deane, * Titus 
Hoſmer, and * Fonathan Struggies, Eſquires, to be 
their Delegates, any three of whom are authoriſed; 
and empowered to attend ſaid Congreſs, in behalf 


of this Colony, to join, conſult and adviſe with the 


Delegates of the other Colonies in Britiſh: America, 


on proper meaſures for advancing the beſt good of! 


the Colonies, * 
| William Wi Maus, Speaker: 
A true copy. extracted frem the . 
| * the Houſe, 
W Richard Law, Clerk 


v 


At a provincial Convention formed of Deputies 


from the city and county of New - Torl, the city and 


county of Albany, and the counties of Dutcheſs, 
Ulfter, Orange, Weſt Cheſter, King's and Suffolk, 


| held at the City of New-York, the 22d day of A- 


pril, 177 5, for the purpoſe of appointing Delegates 
to repreſent the Colony of New-York, ih the next 
Continental Congreſs, to be held at Philadelphia on 


the tenth of May next, Philip Living/ton, James Du- 


ane, Jobn Alſop, * Jobn Jay, Simon Boerum, William 
Floyd, * Henry Wiſner, * Philip Schuyler, * George 
Clinton, Lewis Morris, 9 Francis Lewis, and Robert 
R. Livingſton, jun. Eſquires, were unanimouſly e- 
lected Delegates, to repreſent this colony at ſuch 
Congreſs, with tull power to them, or any five of 


them, to meet the Delegates from the other Colo- 


( 


nies, and to concert and determine upon ſuch mea- 


ſures as ſhall be judged moſt effectual for the pre- 
ſervation and re-eſtabliſhment of American rights 


and privileges, and for the reſtoration of harmony 


between Great-Britain and the Colonies, 
Signed Leonard Liſpenard, Tſaac Rooſevelt, Abra- 


Otners, 3 ELLER lo ata 
We the ſubſcribers do in behalf of ourſelyes, and 


| ham Walton, Alexander M*Dougall, and twenty-four 


| thoſe freeholders of Queen's county, at whoſe re- 


queſt we attended the Convention, fignify our aſ- 
ſent to, and approbation of the above Delegation. 


Signed, John Fulman, Zebulon Williams, John | 
Blackwell, Joſeph Robinſon. 


* 


Vi Je j. In_Aſmby, Perth- Amboy, Tuſiny 


ö January 24, 1775. 8 ö 
ſcelved Unanimouſly, That James Kinſey, Stephen 


9 Crane, 


1 


* 
24 -$ 
25.4 wo 


6 ) 

2 William Lolgis, John a Hort, ad 
Richard Smith, Eiqrs. or any three of them, be, and 
they are hereby appointed to attend the ontinental 
Congreſs of the colonies, intended to be held at the 
city of Philadel phia, i in $ Mat next, or at 30 other. 
time and "place ; j and that they report tt their pro- 

cages to the 1 ſe 100 © 95 Fe l 
te 4 true cop rom the <2, 4 : 

Ricker. mth, 257 of the Aſſembly. 


Penang, In ns December 15, 1774» A. 115 8 


4 Upon motion, Reſolved, N. C D. That the h 
| nourable Ecwur "Biddle, John Dickt inſon, 
10 in, Charles Humphreys, John Morton and Gerge, 
wo Roſs, Eſquires, be, and they 2 are hereby appoipte 
puties on the x Pare of this province, to attend 1 
eneral Cobgreſs ropo oſed to be held. at the. city of: 
Folder 6g on t ie eng e lay 'of May next, and; 
that they, or any four of them, do meet the ſaid; 
Congreſs accordingly, 4 59 the preſent grievan-, 
ces of the American Col onies ſhall before that time 
be , 
Extract from the Journals, . | 
© ®' Charles Moore, Clerk of the Pas 
$3 15 n Aſſembly. bg 775 . 
Reſolved, N. C. H. That Benjamm Franklin, hos 
5 nourable Thomas Filling and d James Willon, EC. 
juires, be, and they are Nets added to the Depu- 
ties a appoints by this H put e, to attend the Conti- 


N 


\ 


nen Congrels, expected to meet the tenth ace 
iy in this ci ity. | 
1S Nt ga, E tract from e journals, 
bl hs te Charles i er, Clerk x the 2 


. 


oer Counties on Dube 8 A Aſembly, Thurſday, 
4 26: Awe 16, 1775, = Rm | 85 
= On motion, Reſolved, N. C. D. That the honour- 
bie Czſor Rodney, Thomas M. Kean, and George 
Naa, Eſquires, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Wand authorized to repreſent this government at the 
American Congreſs, propoſed to be held at the city 
of Philadelphia on the tenth day of May next, or 
at any other time or. place, with full power to them 
Wor any two of them, together with the Delegates 
tom the other American Colonies, to concert and 
W agree upon ſuch further meaſures as ſhall appear to 
chem beſt calculated for the accommodation of the 
unhappy differences between Great-Britain and the 
W Colonies, on à conſtitutional foundation, which the 
Houſe moſt ardently wiſh for, and that they report 
85 —— proceedings to the next ſeſſions of general Al- 
NN '* True copy of the minutes of Aſſembly, © 
David Thompſon, Clk. to the Aſſembly. 
= Maryland. At a meeting of the deputies” ap- 
pointed by the ſeveral counties of the province of 
Maryland, at the city of Annapolis, by adjourn- 
ment on the 8th of December, 1774, and conti- 
aued till the 12th day of the ſame month. | 
_ R:/olved unanimouſly, That the Hon. Matthew 
= 7m, Thomas Jobnſon, jun. * Rabert Goldſborough, 
_ lm Pa, Samuel Chaſe, Jos Hall, and o Tho- 
mas Stone, Eſquires, or any three or more of them, 
be Delegates to repreſent this province in the next 
Continental Congreſs, and that they, or any three 
or more of them, have full and ample power to 
cConſent and agree to all meaſures, which ſuch 
| | 8 Congreis 


— — 


Congrels th ſhall 8 3 and 8 to 5 


I tain a redreſs- of public grievances; and this pro- 


vincr bind themſelves to execute to the utmoſt ot 


their power all reſolutions which the ſaid Congreſs 


may adopt. Ard further, if the ſaid Congreſs hall 
think neceſſary to adjourn, we do authoriſe our 
_ faid Delegates to repreſent and act for this province 
in any one Ccagel, to be held by virtue of ra 
5 | Signed by order, 
| Non Ducber, Curl. 
2 Virginia. At a Renato of Delegates for hs 
© counties and corporations in the colony of Virginia, 
at the town of Richmond, in the county of Hen- 


. tico, on Monday the 20th of March, 1775. 


The Convention proceeded to the election of De- 
| legates by ballot, to repreſent this colony in general 
Congreſs, to be held at the city of Philadelphia on 
the tenth day of May next, when the Honourable 


- Peyton Randolph, George Waſhington,  ®* Patrick 


Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton, 
Benjamin Harriſen, and Richard Bland, mw: e nin 
: A were & choſen for that purpoſe. 

| Peyton Randol oh, Profen, 

| John Tazewell, Clerk bf the Convention. 

e At a general meeting of Dele- 

gates of the inhabitants of this province in Con- 
vention, at Newbern, the 5th day of 2 . 
Preſent, the Hon. Jobn e ee Eſq; modera- 
tor, and 68 members, ; 
On motion, Reſolved, That William Hooper, „ J- 
ſepb Hewes, and Richard Caſwell, Eſquires, be, and 
are hereby appointed Delegates to attend the Gene- 


FS nk e to be held at Fluladelphia on the joth 


day 


Eg) 


| day, of May next, or at any other time and place, 
that ſhall be appointed for that purpoſe, and they 
are hereby inveſted with ſuch powers as may make 
any acts done by them, or any of them, or con- 
ſent given in behalf of this province, obligatory, in 
honour, upon every inhabitant thereof. 
A true copy, from the minutes, 
John Harvey, Moderator. 

|  Atteſted by Andrew Knox, Clerk. 

In the Aſſembly, 7th of April, 1775. 

Reſolied, That the Houle do highly approve of 
the proceedings of the Continental Congreſs lately 
held at Philadelphia, and that they are determined, 
as members of the community in general, that they 
will ſteictiy adhere to the ſaid reſolutions, and will 
uſe what influence they have, to induce the ſame 
obſer vance in every individual of. this province, 

This Houſe having received. information, that 
William. Hooper, Juſaph Hewes, and Richard Caſiwell, 
Eſquites, were appointed by the Convention, held 
at Newbern,. as. Delegates to attend the meeting of 
the Continental Congreſs. ſoon to. be held * Ng 
delphia. 

: Reſolved, That the Houſe none. of. the ahojes- 
made by-the ſaid convention. 
A true copy. from the Fournal- of. the Hue of 
- Aſembly, 
James Green, jun. Clerk. 

Saut. Carol na. In the Commons Houſe of Aenbiy. 

FPririday, zd of February, 1775, 

Whereas the Continental Congreſs, held at the 

city of Philadelphia in September laſt, among 

other things EEE to the ſeveral colonies in 
Es opens. 
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North-America, W e Deputies as ſoon as poſ= 
fible, to hold a Congreſs at the fame place, on the 
zoth day of May next, and this Houſe being fully 
ſatisfied with the conduct and fidelity of their late 
deputies at the Congreſs, do hereby nominate and 
appoint the Hon, Henry Middleton, Eſq; Thomas. 
© Lynch, Chriſtopher Gadſden, John Rutledge, and Ed- 
ward Rutledge, Eſquires, Deputies for and in be- 
half of this colony, to meet the Deputies appointed, 
or to be appointed, on the part and behalf of the 
bother colonies, at the city of Philadelphia, or any 
other place, that ſhall be agreed on by the ſaid 
1 Deputies in General Congrets, with full power and 
| '- » authority to concert, agree to and effectually pro- 
$ _  fecute ſuch meaſures, as in the opinion of the ſaid: 
Deputies, and the Deputies to be aſſembled, ſhall 
be moſt likely to obtain a redreſs of American 
grievances, _ 55 
Reſolved, That the Deputies hereby appointed 
on the part and behalf of this colony, are autho= 
riſed and empowered to agree, that the Continental 
Congreſs may meet at any future time and at ſuch. 
place as ſhall be agreed on, and to adjourn from 
iime to time; provided it do not exceed nine months 
= from the date of their meeting in May net. 
[t Altteſted, Thomas Farr, jun. Clerk. 
Extract from the Journals of the Provincial Cn 

ö gere of Soutb- Carolina, publiſhed by order of the 
[ Congreſs, 11th of January, 1975. © e 

a a Reſolved, That the Hon. Henry Middleton, Eſq; 
| | +, Thomas Lynch, Chriffopher Gadſden, Yohn Rutledge, 

| 


14 | and Edward Rutledge, Eſquires, or any three of 
E them be, and they are hereby appointed and au- 
1 e, ns thoriſed 
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4 horited to repreſent $% _ on the tenth 1 
of May next, or ſooner, if neceſſary, at the Ame- 
rican Congreſs, to be held at Philadelphia or elſe- 
where, with full power to concert, agree upon, 
direct and order ſuch further meaſures, as in the 


opinion of the ſaid Deputies and the Delegates of 


the other American colonies to be aſſembled, ſhall 
appear to be neceſſary for the recovery and eſta- 
| bliſhment of American rights and liberties, and fr 

reſtoring. harmony between Gra IND and her 


colonies. 


Upon motion, Reſolved, That the thanks of the 
Congreſs be given to the Rev. Mr. Duche, for per- 
forming divine ſervice agreeable to the deſire of 


the Congrels, and for his excellent prayer ſo well 
adapted to the preſent occaſion. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Willing, and Me, 
Sullivan, be a committee to wait upon Mr. Duche, 


and return the thanks of the Congreſs, agreeable 


to the above reſolution. 
Upon motion, Refolved, That the doors be kept 
ſhut during the time of buſineſs, and that the mem- 


bers conſider themſelves under the ſtrongeſt obli- 


gations of honour to keep the proceedings ſecret, 


until the majority ſhall direct them to be made 


public. 

A circular letter from the agents William Bollan, 
Benjamin Franklin, and Arthur Lee, Eſquires, di- 
rected to the ſpeakers of ſeveral afſcmbiles: and 


ſandry papers therein referred to, were laid before 


tae Congreis and read; the letter 1 is as follows: 


Tondon, i 
Note, --All the member; attended except pats art. 


ed thus * Y 


b - 
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es £6 3h London,” Eby uary 8. 177 5. 

| 3 $a; 

$5 OUR iy laſt letter informed you, that the King had de- 

clared his intentions of laying the | petition before 
5 bis tuo houſes of parliament, It has accordingly been 
Aid before each houſe, but undiſtinguiſbed among 4 
variety of letters and other papers from America. 

A A motion made by Lord Chatham to withdraw the 
[I troops from Boſton, as the firſt flep towards a con- 
cCiliating Plan, was rejected; and the miniſtry baue 
© declared in beth houſes the determination to enforce obe- 

N. dence to all the late laws, For this purpoſe: we un- 

 derfland that three regiments of foot, one of dragoons, 
Feen hundred marines, ſix ws Foo of war, and two. 
frigates are now under or ders for America. 

Me think it proper to inform you, that your cauſe ; 
was well defended by a confiderable cake of god 
and wiſe men in both houſes of parliament, ee far 
Irem being a majority: and that many of the commer- 
cial and manufacturing parts ef the nation, concerned 

in the American trade, have preſented, or as we un- 
derſtand, are preparing to preſent petitions to parlia- 
ment, declaring their great concern for the preſent 
| unhappy controver ies with America, and praying ex- 
 Prefily, or in effect, for healing meaſures, as the pro- 
fer means of preſerving their commerce now greatly - 

Hering or endangered. But the treatment the peti- 

| tions already preſented have bitherto recerved is ſuch, 

2, in Our opinion, can afjard you. no reliance an be 

| preſent relief through their meant. 
As ſoon as we learnt that the petition. of the Cone 
greſs was before the houſe of commons, wwe thought it 


_ duty to ſuppert it, if we e be e 25 


— 
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70 do, as there was no other opportunity for the numer | 
Wous inhabitants of the colonies to be heard in defence of 
their rights: Accordingly, we joined in a petition 
Vor that purpoſe. Sir George Saville kintly undertook 
to preſent it. But on previouſly opening the pur port 
of it,” as the order is, à debate aroſe on the propriety 
of recerving it, and on 4 droifion " Was gelben by & 
a great majority. 
- The following | extract of 4 iter from Gears 
Gage to Lord Dartmouth, as laid before Par ame 
ue think it our duty to tranſmit, vis. 7 
December 15, 1774. Your Lo#tfhip's idea rf | 
difetming certain provinces would. doubtleſs be con + 
ent with prudence and [afety,” but it neither is mu - 
bas been practicable, without having recour ſe 10 faree, £2 
and being maſters of the country?” Þ * 
t was thrown out in debut by a pri pat! Pute / 
of adminiſtration, that it would be proper to alter 
the charters of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland. 
 Inehoſed e ſend you a" copy of the reſolutions paſc 
ed in a committee of the whole houſe on Thurſday laft,, | 
which are to be reported on Monday, I is ſaid that 
theſe reſolutions are to be the foundation of ſeveral bills I 
to be brought in, but the purport of thoſe bills we bave [ 
of yet learnt with ene certainty. . 
We ſend you likewiſe a copy of Lord Chatham' „ 
Vit motion in the Heuſe of Lords, and of bis plan of 
Ja bill for ſettling the troubles between Great-Britain 
and the colonies ; both which were rejeted on the firſt 
fa. © With great reſpect we are, Sir, 
N Your moſt obedient bumble Servants, 
( Sign „ William Bollan, 
Benjamin Franklin, 45 | 
| Arthur Lee. "YN þ 
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The pers. 1 kind wi in the * letter 
being publiſhed in the newſpapers, 1 it is not ae 
to inſert them. 

Mr. Hancoct, laid before the Congref a letter 
from the Provincial Congrels of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, 
together with certain reſolutions formed by ſaid 
Congreſs, and copy of a letter ſent by laid Con- 
*orels to their agent in England, and an addreſs to 
the inhabitants of Great-Britain, on the late engage- 
ment between the troops under General Gage and 
the inhabitants of Maffachuſetts-Bay ;. alſo a num- 


1 8 ber of depoſitions duly atteſted, relative to the 


commencement of ſaid hoſtilities, all which were 
read and are as follow: 
In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, May 3, 1776. 
To the Honourable, American Continental Con- 
ben to be convened at F on the 
tenth of May inſtant, ws 
May it pleaſe your Honours, n 1th 
\.T HE Congreſs of this colony, | impreſſed with the 
dee concern for their country 4 the preſent cri- 
 fical and alarming ſlate of its public affairs, beg leave 
with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, whilſt acting in ſupport of 
tte cauſeof America, to requeſt the RON and fe 
. fhance of your reſpectable aſſembly. 
I be encigſed packet, containing the MTs of depoſiti- 
ont, which we have diſpatched for London, alſo an ad. 
dreſs to the inbabitants of Great Britain, and à letter 
| to our colony Agent, Benjamin Franklin, Eſq are 
bumbly ſubmitted to your confideration. 
„ 5 nguinary zeal of the miniſterial army, to ruin 
and de roy the inhabitants of this colony, in the opini- 
on ws this Gngrgh, hath rendered the 1 iſhment of 
an 
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a by y merh . ; we have Pee PT 
paſſed an unanimous reſolve for thirteen t hou ſandſiæ 
hundred men to be forthwith raiſed in this colony, and 
. propoſals are made by us to the Congreſs of New-Hamp- * 
ſhure, and governments of Rhode Iſland and Connecticut 
colonies, for furniſhing men in the ſame proportion. 
The ſudden exigency of our public affairs precluded. 
the polſibility of waiting for your direction in theſe im- 
portant meaſures, more eſpecially as a conſiderable rein- i 
forcement from Great-Britain is daily enpected in this 
coloty, and we are nom reduced tq 4 ſad alternative 
of defending ourſelves by arms, or ſubmitting. to be 8 
aug bitered. : 
With the greateſt deference, we beg leave to ſug- 
zeſt, , that a powerful army, on the fide of America, 
bath been con/idered by this Congreſs, as the only means 
left to flem the rapid progreſs of a tyrannical miniſtry, 
Without a force ſuperior to our enemies, we mult rea- 
ſonably expect to become the vittims of their relentleſs 
Jury. With ſuch a force, we may full baue hopes of ſee- 
ing an immediate end put to the inbuman ravages r, 
mercenary troops in America, and the wicked authors 
of our miſeries brought to condi gn pumſhment, ty the 
juſt indignation of our brethren in Great. Britain. 
We hope that this colony will, at all times, be ready 
to ſpend and be ſpent in the cauſe of America. It 15, 
nevertheleſs, a misfortune greatly operating to its lifad- | 
vantage, that it has a great number of ſea port totmns 
expoſed to the approach of the enemy by ſea; from many 
of which the inhabitants have removed, and are remob- | 
ing their families and effetts, to avoid deflruction from 
os of war. - Theſe, we apprebend, ill be generally 
ditreſſed from Want 22 and d 22 5 
contributing 
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deter aid for Pa 'F 1 Forces f 1 the Colm ; 
but 'we have the greateſt confidence in the wiſdom and abi- 
lity of the Continent to ſupport us, ſo far as it Gall appear 
neceſſary for Jupgotting abe common cauſe of the American 
Colonies, | 


Wie alſo incloſe ſeveral reſolves for —_— and di- 


refting our receiver general ts barrow the ſum of one bun- 
dred thuuſand pounds, lawful money, and to iſſue his notes 
for' the ſame, it being the only meaſures which we could 
have recourſe. to for ſupporting eur forces; and ve requeſt 
Your aſſigtance in rendering our meaſures efeFual, by giv* 
* our notes 4 curkenq t rough the Continent 


Toſeth Warren Preſident, P. J. 
The papers incloted and reterred to in the aboye. 
are as follows: 

In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, May 3, 177 "OR 
LO. Reſolved, That the Receiver-General be, and 
hereby i is impowered and directed, to borrow the 

ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds, lawtul mo- 
ney, and iflue colony ſecurity for the ſame, payable, 
with annual intereſt at fix per cent. June 1 1777. 
and that the Continental Congreſs be deſited to re- 
commend to the ſeveral 9 to give a curren- 
cy to ſuch ſecurities. 

A true extract from the minutes, - Not” 

| © Samuel Freeman, Secretary, P. 7. 

In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, May. 3, 1775. 
Reſolved, That the ſecurities given, by the Receiv- 
er General, for the monies borrowed by him, in 
putſuance of the aforegoing reſolve, be in the form. 
following, VS. 

Colony of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
e the day of. 4. D. 197 
00 borrowed and cried gl. A,B. che 
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vice of the colony of the Maffachuſetts Buy, and in 


behalf of the faid col 1 do hereby promiſe and 


oblige myſelf and ſueeeſſors, in the office of Trea- 
ſuret or Receiver General: 60 repiy to the fad 


or to his order, the firſt day of June 1777, the a. 
forefaid ſum of lawful money, in Spanish 
milled dollars, at fix illitigs each, or in the ſeveral 
ſpecies of coined filver and gold enumerated in an 
act made and paſſed in the 24d year of his late Ma- 
jeſty King George the Second, intituled, An act 


for aſcertaining the rates. at which coined filver 
and gold, Englidh halfpenoe and farthings, may 


©-paſs within this government,” and according to 


the rates therein mentioned; with intereſt, to be paid 


annually at fix po” cent. | Witnels wy hand 
A. B. 


G. N doo 
4 WW 1 
And whereas inconveniences. may. ariſe * the 
Receiver-Generalts iſſuing notes for fmall lums, 
therefore, - f 


Reſobved; That the Receiver - General be, and he 


hereby is directed not 2 hap noms. fo n 


ſum than four pounds lawful money. 
DE A true extract from the minutes, '7 
Samuel Freeman, Sec. P. . 
E the Hop. Benjamin Franklin, Eſq; at: London. 


In Provincia Congreſs, Watertown, April 2 6, 1775+ 
„ 


«FROM the-entire confidence we repoſe. in 
your. faithfulneſs and abilities; we confider it the 


happineſs of. this colony, that the im portant truſt of 
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| 18 
agency for it, in this day of unequalled diſtreſs, is 
devolved on your hands, and we doubt not your 
attachment to the cauſe of the liberties of mankind 
will make every poſſible exertion. in our behalf a 
pleaſure to you, although our circumſtances will 
compel us often to interrupt your repoſe by matters 
that will ſurely give you pain. A fingular inſtance 
[hereof is the occaſion of the preſent letter. The 
contents of this packet will de our W 
troubling you with it. 
From theſe you will ſee how. and by: —_ 
Ve are at laſt plunged into the horrors of a wo 
- unnatural war. 
Our enemies, we are told, 3 diſpatched to 
Great Britain a falacious account of the tragedy 
they have begun; to prevent the operation of which 
to the public injury, we have engaged the veſſel 
that conveys this to you, as a Packet in the ſervice 
of this colony, and we requeſt your aſſiſtance in ſup- 
plying Capt. Derby, who commands her, with ſuch 
© neceflaries as he ſhall want, on the credit of Tour 
conſtituents in Maſſachuſetts Ba 
e But we moſt ardently wiſh, that the Taveral 
papers - herewith- encloſed, may be immediately 
printed and diſperſed through every town in Eng- 
land, and eſpecially communicated to the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen and Council of the city of Lon- 
don, that they may take ſuch other order thereon 
as they may think proper. And we are confident, 
your Aeli will make ſuch improvement of them, 
as ſhall convince all who are not determined to be 
in everlaſting blindneſs, that it is the united efforts 
_ both ban that can R either. But that 


e whatever 


ny 


; whatever price our brethren! in the one may be 
pleaſed to put on their conſtitutional liberties, we 
are authorized to aſſure you, that the inhabitants of 
the other, with the greateſt unanimity, are inſſexi- 
bly reſolved to {ell theirs. only at the price of their 
Res. 
Signed by wes of the Provincial Congreſs, 
Joſeph Warren, Preſident, H. ; : 
"4 true copy from tbe. original Minus, ; 
| Samuel Freeman, Sec. P. .“ | 
be depoſitions relative to the commencement 
of EY are as follows: ; 
D. Lexington, April 2 5, 177 2 
1% 02 We Sulbmon Brown,” Jonathan Loring, and Ex- ö 
Jab Sander ſon,” all of lawful age, and of Lexington, : 
in the county of Middleſex, and colony of the Maſ- | 
Jachuſetts-Bay, in New-England, do teſtify and de. 
clare, that on the evening of the 18th of April, in- N 
ſtant, being on the road between Concord and Lex- 
ington, and all of us mounted on horſes, we were, 
about ten of the elock, ſuddenly ſurprized by nine 
/ perſons, whom we took to be tegular officers, who 
rode up to us, mounted and armed, each having a 
piſtol in his hand, and after putting piſtols to our 
breaſts, and ſeizing the bridles of our hot ſes, they 
ſwore if we ſtirted another ſtep, we ſhould be all 
dead men; upon which we furrendered ourſelves. 
They detained us until two o'clock the next morn- 
ing. in which time they ſearched and greatly abuſed 
us, having firſt enquired about the magazine at Con- 
cord, whether any guards were poſted there, and 
whether the bridges were up, and ſaid four or five 
A rn 1 Re mne 5 in e an” the 
p ores 
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* 3 They then Ml us back to b 


ton, cut the horſes bt idles and girts, turned them 
e then oſt us. | 


 Solomen Brown, _ 
onathan Loring, 
: Elijab Sanderſon,” 
> e 3 April 25, 1775. 
" (1 = * „ above named, do further 
teftify 1 declare, that I was on Lexington Com- 
mon the morning of the 19th of April aforcfaid, 
having been dimiffed by the officers abovementi- 
oned, and faw a large body of regular troops ad- 
wancing towards Lexington company, many of 
whom: were then diſperſing, I heard one of the 
tegulars, whom I took to be an officer, fay, «© damn 
— we will have them, and immediately the 


ington company, which did not fire a gun before 
the regulars diſcharged. on them. Eight of the Lex - 
ington company were killed while they were diſ- 


perſing, and at a conſiderable. diſtance: from each 


ether, and many wounded, and altho a ſpeQator, 
1 narrowly eſcaped with my life. 
© | Elijah Sonden b, 
1 \ Lexington, April 23, 1775. 
1 1 T homas Rice Willard, of lawful age, do teſ- 


tify and declare, that being in the houſe of Daniel. 


| Harrington, of {aid Lexington, on the 19th inſtant, 


in the morning, about half an hour before ſun+riſe, 


"ng out at the window of ſaid. houſe, and ſaw- 


(as I ſuppoſe) about four hundred regulars in one 
body, coming up the road and marched towards 
the north Pare! of the common back of the meet- 


ing- houſe 


regulars ſhouted aloud, run and fired on the Lex- 
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| KT: ; | 
ing-houſe of ſaid W and as ſoon as faid  — 9 
regulars were againſt the eaſt end of the meeting- 
houſe, the commanding officer faid ſomething, 
what I know. not, but upon that the regulars ran 
till they came within about eight or nine rods af 
about an hundred of the militia of Lexington, who. 
were collected on ſaid common, at which time the 
militia of Lexington diſperſed, then the officers / 
made an huzza, and the private ſoldiers ſucceeded 
them. DiceQly after this an officer rode before the 
regulars, to the other fide of the body, and hallo 
ed after the militia of ſaid Lexington, and laid, 
Lay down your arms, damn you; why dont you. 
rye; your arms; and that there was not a gun 

till the militia of Lexington were diſperſed, 
and further ſaith not 8 £30 


— | Thomas Rice Willard. 
- » Lexington, 25th of April, 1775. 

« Simon Winſhip, - Lexington, in the county 
of Middleſex, and province of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, 
New- England, being of lawful age, teſtifieth and 
, I faith, that on the 19th of April inſt. about four 
- I o'clock in tha morning, as he was paſſing the pub- 
lic road in faid Lexington, peaceably and unarmed, 
about two miles and a half diſtant from the meet- 
ing · houſe in ſaid Lexington, he was met by a body 
ot the King's regular troops, and being ſtopped by 
ſome officers. of ſaid troops, was commanded to. 
diſmount, he was obliged by force to quit his horſe 
and ordered to march in che midſt of the body, and 
being examined whether he had been warning the 
minute men? he anſwered no, but had been out: 
and was then returning to his father's, _— 
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ſhip fanthve teſtifies __ 22.) 1 with ſaid 
troops till he came within about half a quarter of 
a mile of ſaid meeting-houſe, where an officer 
commanded the troops to halt, and then to prime 
and load; this being done, the ſaid troops marched 
on till they came within a few rods of Capt. Parker's 
company, who were partly collected on the place 
of parade, when ſajd Winſhip obſerved an officer 

at the head of ſaid troops, flouriſhing his ſword, 
and with a loud voice giving the word fire, fire, 
which was inſtantly follewed by a diſcharge of - 
arms from ſaid regular troops, and ſaid Winſhip is 
poſitive and in the moſt ſolemn manner declares, 
that there was no diſcharge of arms on either lide 
till the word fire was given by faid officer as above. 

Simon Winſhip.” 

"Tac ngton, April 25, 1775. 

2 1 Jobn Parker, of Jawfol age, and commander 
of the militia in Lexington, do teftify and declare,” 
that on the 19th inſt. in the morning, about one of 

the clock, being informed that there were a number | 
of regular officers riding up ,and down the road, 
ſtopping and inſulting people as they paſſed the 
road; and alſo was informed that a number of re- 
gular troops were on their march from Boſton, in 
order to take the province ſtores at Concord, order- 

ed our militia to meet on the common in ſaĩd Lex- 
ington, to conſult what to do, and concluded not 
to be diſcovered, nor meddle or make with ſaid re- 
gular troops (if they ſhould approach) unleſs they 
ſhould inſult or moleſt us; -and upon their ſudden 
approach L immediately ordered our militia to diſ- 
perſe and not to fre... Immediately ſaid troops made 

their 


"a, Aa ai a -« ” 4 a 


ö 1 / YO OE ng OE 0 


W 


VP 
1 


* * * 


77 
n 
. 
le 


IC 


3 


belt a0 a 
and killed eight of our parry, without rg 
wy os therefor from us, 

© Yon Parker,” 


| N Lari ton, April 24, 1775. 
235 * I Jann Robins, 1 lawful age, ao lellig 
and ſay, that on the 1 oth inſt. the company under 
the command of Capt. John Packer, beipg drawn 
up (ſometime before ſun riſe) on the green or com- 
mon, and I being in the front rank, there ſuddenly 
peared a number of the King's troops, about a 


thouſand as I thought, at the diſtance of about 60 


or ,70 yards from us huzzaing, and on a quick pace 
towards us, with three officers in. their front on 
horſe back, and on full gallop towards us, the fore- 
moſt of which cried, throw down your arms. ye 
villains, ye rebels, apoh which {aid company diſ- 
perfing, the foremoſt of the three officers ordered 
their men, ſaying fire, by God fire, at which mo- 
ment wo received a very heavy and cloſe fire trom 
them, at which inſtant, being wounded I fell, and 


ſeveral of our men were ſhot dead by me. Capt. 


Parker's men I believe had not then fred a 12 
and aber the Ae ſaith not. | 
i 17 7 Juobn Robins.” 
. Lein gton, April 25, 1775. 
We Benjamin Tidd , 82 Lexington, and Fejeph 
Aber, of Lincoln, in the county of Middleſex, and 
colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in New- England, of 
lawful age, do teſtify and declare, that on the 
morning of the xgth of April inſtant, about five 
o'clock, being on Lexington common, and mount- 
ed on 1 we law a * of regular troops 
D mamarching 


. - 


ind ruſhed "WR fred. upon 


To 
| marching up to de Les gton company, which 
was then diſperſing ; $00n after the regulars fired, 
firſt afew guns, which we took to be piſtols, from 
ſoine of the regulars wha were mounted-on horſes, 
and then the 120 regulars fired a volley or two, 
before any guns 4 by the Lexington com- 
1 ; our horſes immediately ſtarted, and we rode 
IRE e e a den 
4 8 W amin Tidd, 
e 8 J Abbot.” 
Ya! 5 5 Sek Abril 25, 1775. 
4 W e Malen Muttokin, Philip Ruſſell, Moſes 
Harrington, jun. Thomas and Daniel Harrington, 
Wilkam Grimes, William Tidds Iſaac Haſtings, Jonas 
Stone, jun. James Wyman, Thaddeus Harrington, 
; Chandler, oſpua Reed, jun. Joſeph Simonds, 
— Smith, John Chandler, jun. Reuben Lock, 
Joel Files, Nathan Reed, Sammel 7 idd, Benjamin Lock, 
Thomas Winſhip, Simeon Snow, Jobn Smith, Moſes 
| ar the zd, Foſbug Reed, Ebenezer Parker, 
| Harrington, Enoch W illington, obn Hormer, 
Jaac Green, Phineas | Stearns, Iſaac Durant, and 
Thomas Headley, jan: all of lawful age, and inbabi- 
tants of Lexington, in the county of Middleſex, and 
colony of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in N ew-England, | 
dote ify and declare, that on the 19th of- April i in- 
ſtant, about one or two © clock in the morning, be- 
ing informed that ſeveral officers of the regulars 
Had the evening before been riding up and down 
the road, and had detained and inſulted the inha- 
bitants -paſſing the ſame ; and alſo underſtanding 
that a body of regulars were marching from Boſton 
towards Concord, with intent (as it was ſuppoſed) 
e ; 0 4 — $f 7 es ooo hd 


Gs : 4 ” 1 
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to take the ſtores Fre to the colony in that 
town, We were alarmed, and having met at the 
place of our company's parade, were diſmiſſed by 
our captain, John Parker, for the preſent, with or- 
ders to be ready to attend at the beat of the drum, 
We further teſtify and declare, that about five o- 
clock in the morning, hearing our drum beat, we 
proceeded towards the parade, and foon found that 
a large body of troops were marching towards- us ; 
Some of our company were coming up to the pa- 
rade, and others had reached 7 at which time the 
company began to diſperſe: hi our backs were 
turned on the troops, we wete fired on by them, and 
a number of our men were. inſtantly killed and 
wounded, Not a gun was fired hy any perſon in our 
company on the regulars to our knowledge, before 
they fired on us, and they continued firing until we 
bad all made our eſcape. 14 0 15 10 6 : ; 
Signed I each of the: ahove deponents.” 
4 24444 £2 Lexington, 25th of April, 1775. , 
« We, Nathaniel, Parkburſt,. Jonas Parker, Fob 
Munroe, jun. Jahn Minſbip, Sciamum Pierce, John 
 Muzzy, Abner- Meeds, John Bridge, jun. Ebenezer - 
Bowman, "William. Munro, the zd, Mice Hager, 


Samuel Saunderſon, Samuel Haſtings, and James 


Brown, of Lexington, ip the county of Middleſex, 


and cqlony of Mafſachuſetts-Bay, in New-England, 


and all of lawful age, do teſtify and ſay, that on the - 
morning of the nineteenth of April-inftant, about 
one or two o'clock, being informed that a nun- 
ber of regular. officers. had. been riding up. and 


down the road the evening and night preceding, 


and that ſome of the inhabitants as they were paſ- 
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ſing, had been inſalted by the officers and ſtopped 


by them ; and being alſo informed that the regular 
troops were on their march from Boſton, in order 
(as it was ſaid) to take the colony ſtores, then depo- 
fited at Concord, we met on the parade of our 
company in this town ; after the company had col- 
lected, we were ordered by Capt. Parker (who 
commanded us) to diſperſe for the preſent, and to 
be ready to attend the beat of the drum, and ac- 
cordingly the company went into houſes near the 
wr of parade. We further teſtify and fay, that a- 
bout five o'clock in the morning, we attended the 


beat of our drum, and were formed on the parade, 


we were faced towards the regulars then marching 
up to us, and fome of our company were coming to 
the parade with their backs towards the troops, and 


Others on the parade began to diſperſe when the 


regulars fired on the company, before a gun was 
fired by any of our company on them, They killed 
eight of our company and wounded- ſeveral, and 


continued their fire until we had all made our 


eſcape. = 5 
S Srgmed by each of the above deponents.” . 
Texingion, April 25, 775. 


I Timothy Smith, of Lexington, in tlie — 4 


of Middleſex, and colony of Maſſachuſets-Bay, in 
New-England, being of lawful age, do teſtify and 
declare, that on the morning of the nineteenth of 
April, inſtant, being on Lexington common as a 
ſpectator, 1 faw a large body of regular troops march- 
ing vp towards the Lexington company before the 
latter fired a gun: I immediately ran, and a volley 
Was diſcharged at me, which put me in imminent 


danger 


a a & @ 
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danger of looſing my life F ſoon returned to the 
common and ſaw eight of the Lexington men who 
were killed, and lay bleeding at. a conſiderable 
diſtance from each other; and ſeveral were wound- 
ed, and Tarthey faith not. | | 
| | Timothy Smith. "4 
18 Tonia ton, April 25, 1775: 
ec we Lond Mead, — Leu Harrington, wy 
of Lexington, in the county of Middleſex, and 
colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, im New-England, and 
of lawful age, do teftify and declare, that on the 
morning of the 19th of April, being on Lexing- 
ton commons, as ſpectators, we ſaw a large body 
of regular trroops marching up towards the Lex- 
1ngton company, and fome of the regulars on horſes, 
whom we took to be officers, 'hred a piſto] or two 
on the Lexington company, which was then diſ- 
perſing : Theſe were the firſt guns that were fired, 
and they were ' immediately followed by ſeveral 
vollies from the regulars, by which eight men be- 
longing to ſaid EY were killed, and ſeveral 
wounded, eur r. rr 
aN ton, April 25, 1775. 
an I Willem N riſers 1 lawful age, and an in- 
habitant of Colrain, in the county of H ire, 
and colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, i in New-England, 
do teſtify and declare, that being an the parade of 
ſaid Lexington, April 19th infant about half an 
hour before ſunriſe, the King's regular troops ap- 
3 at the meeting-houſe of Lexington. Capt. 
ker's company, who were drawn up back of 
faid 2 1 on me . turned from ſaid 
| 12. "troops, 
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| declare, that being in a 
| houle, at ſaid Lexington, on Wedneſday laſt, at 


| ( 28 


 xr00ps,.. making their clcape. by diſperſing ; in the 


mean time the regular troops made an huzza and 
ran towards Capt. Parker's company who were dif. 


perſing, and immediately after the huzza was made 


the commanding officer of ſaid troops (as I took 
him) gave the command to the ſaid troops, © fire l 
fire] damn you fire!” and — they fired 
before any of Capt. Parker's company fired, I then 
being within three or four rods of ſaid regular 
troops: And further ſays not. Wo 
i e 2 Rp Draper.” 
Teig, | April. 2:3, 177 6 
I Thomas Feſſenden, of lawtul 3 


e near the meeting- 


about half an hour before ſunriſe, I ſaw a number 


of regular troops paſs ſpeedily by ſaid meeting - houſe, 


on their way towards a company of militia of ſaid: 


Lexington, who. were affembled to the number of 


LL about one hundred in a company, at the diſtance. 
of 18 or 20 rods from the meeting-houſe; and af- 


ter they had paſſed by faid meeting-houſe, I faw 


three bfficers on horſe-back advance to. the front of 


ſaid regulars, when one of them, within fix rods 
of the ſaid militia, cried out, difperſe ye rebels. 
immediately, on which he brandiſhed his. {word 
over his head three times; mean while the ſecond, 
officer, who was about two rods behind him, 

a piſtol, pointed. at ſaid militia, and the regulars. 

| kept huzzaing till he had finiſhed brandiſhing his 
word, and when he had thus finiſhed brandiſhing 
huis (word, he pointed it down towards faid militia, 
and immediately on which the faid regulars fired a 


fired. 
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volley 
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volley at the TOY Pe oe I ran off as faſt as 1 
could, while they continued firing till I got out of 
their reach. I further teſtify, that as ſoon as ever 
the officer cried, „ diſperſe you rebels,” the ſaid 
company of militia diſperſed every way as faſt as 
they could, and while they were diſperſing, the re- 
N kept wang! at won inceſſantly. And further 
ſaith not. ; © Thomas Faſſenden. 
TLincoln, April 24, 1775. © 
4K Yabn Saas belonging to the 57th regi- 
ment, commanded by Col. Jones, on Wedneſday 
morning, on the 19th day of April inſtant, was in 
the party marching to Concord, being at Lexing- 
ton, in the county of Middleſex, being nigh the 
meeting-houfe in "Gale Lexington, there was a ſmall 
party of men gathered together in that place, when 
our ſaid troops marched by, and I teſtify and de- 
clare, that I heard the word of command given to 
the troops to fire, and ſome of ſaid troops did fire, 
and I ſaw one of ſaid ſmall party lay dead on the 
ground nigh ſaid meeting-houſe; and I teſtify that 
I never heard any of the inhabitants ſo mich as fire 


one gen ee een 
N ———— 


| FI 1 2 g 
1 We John Diver, Be, — Ll 
field, Benjamin Ade, Parks, William Hoſ- 
mer, Yobn Adams, Gregory Stone, all of Lincoln, © | 
in the county of Middleſex, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, all 1 
of lawful age, do teſtify and ſay, that on Wedneſ- 
day laſt we were aſſembled at Concord, in the morn- 
ing of ſaid day, in conſequence of information re- 
ceived, chat 4 "brigade of regular troops wn on 
eir 
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their march to hid: town of "oj wht had 
killed fix men at the town of Lexington; about an 


hour afterwards we ſaw them approaching, to the 


number, as we apprehended, of about twelve hun- 


dred, on which we retreated to a hill about eighty 
rods back, and the ſaid troops then took poſſeſſion 
of the hill, where we were firſt poſted; preſently 
after this we ſaw the troops moving towards the 
North- Bridge, about one mile from the ſaid Con- 
cord meetingchouſe. we then immediately went 
before them and paſſed the bridge juſt before a par- 
ty of them, to the number of about tWo hundred, 
arrived; they there left about half of their two 
hundred at the bridge, and proceeded with the reſt 
towards Col. Barrett's, about two miles from the 
laid bridge; we then ſeeing ſeveral fires in the 


town, thought the houſes in Concord were in dan- 


ger, and marched towards the ſaid bridge, and the 
troops that were ſtationed there, obſerving our ap- 
proach, marched back over the bridge and then 
took up ſome of the planks; we then haſtened out 
march towards the bridge, and when we had got 
near the bridge, they fired on our men, firſt three 
guns, one after the other, and then a conſiderable 
number more; and then, and not before, (having 
orders from our commanding officers not to fire till 
vVve were fired upon) we fired upon the regulars 
and they retreated. On their retreat through the 
town of Lexington to Charleſtown, they ravaged 
and deſtroyed private property, and bumt 2 

ere one barn, and one ſhop. 
Signed by each f ” above Deponents,” > 3 


Lexington 


(a8; } <: 1 
"it n Lexington, Lis qa 
2486) d Nele 52, K. ace — | 
Joſeph: Butler, and . Wheeler, Lieutenants, 
Jam Burrut, Enſign, Jubn Brown, Silas Walker, 
Epbraim Myluin, Nathan Butrricb, Stephen Hoſmer, 
jun. Sammel Barret, Thomas Fones, Juſaph Chandler, 
Peter-Wheeler, Nathan Pierce, and Edward Richard. 
ſon, all of Concord, in the county- of Middleſex, 
in the province of Maſſachuſetts. Bay, of - lawtul 
age, teſtify and declare, that on Wedneſday the 
nineteenth inſtant, about an hour after ſun riſe, 
we aſſembled on a hill near the M e in 
Concord aforeſaĩd, in conſequence of an informa- 
tion, that a number ot regular troops had killed ſix 
of our country men at Lexington, n were on their 
march to ſaid Concord; and about an hour after - 
wards we ſaw them a hing, to the number, 
as we. imagine, of about twelve hundred; on 
which we retreated to a hill about eigthy rode back, 
and the aforeſaid troops then took of at 
hill where: we werte firſt poſted. Preſently after 
this, we ſaw them moving towards the North- 
bridge; about one mile from ſaid Meeting-houſe, 
we then immediately went before them; and paſ- 
ſed the bridge juſt — a party — the 
number of about two hundred; arrived. They 
there leſt about ont half of theſe two hundred at 
the bridge; and vvith che reſt: towards 
Calonei Barret's, about two miles from the ſaid 
bridge: We then ſeeing ſoveral fires in the town, 


marched back towards ſaid bridge, 
who werd ſtationed there, * approach, 


. E marched "I 


/ £ | = 4 
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chought our houſes in danger, and immediately 1 
and-the-troops . 


EY 1 366.1} 
| marched back over 1 and * ak op; 


1 


ſome of the planks, | We then haſtened our ſteps 


towards the bridge, and when we had got neat the 


bridge, they fired on our men, firſt three guns one 
after the other, and then a conſiderable number 
more: Upon which, and not before, (having or- 
ders from our commanding officer not to fire till 
' we were fired upon) we fired upon the regulars; and 
they retreated, At Concord, and on their retreat 
thro' Lexington, they plundered many houſes, burnt. 
_ * three at Lexington, together with a ſhop and barn, 


and committed damage more or leſs to mann, 


| Nan from Concord to Charleſtown... WI 
* Signed by the above Denen. iT 
e We, ven h Butter, and Ephraim Melvin, do 


85 iy and declare, that when the regular troops 


fired upon aur people at the North · bridge in Con 
cord, as related in the foregoing depoſitions, they 
ade ons; and we believe two of our Peoples bes 


CON RT | INES 705 hal 
| Sixt, April 23. 1775. pbraim Melvin”. 13 
I, Timothy Minot, — of Concord, on the 
nineteenth day of this inſtant; April, after that I 


de committed at Concord, thought it my incumbent 
duty to ſecure my — I had ſecured my 


family; ſome time after that, returning towards my 


_ own dwelling, and finding that the bridge on the 
north _ of ſaid Concord was guarded by regular 
| being a ſpectator of what had happened at 


Fe hs fag ridge, * went a e on 


* f al d 


wn we fired a Ay gun t them. e 


had heard — the regular troops firing upon the 
Lexington men, and 'fcaring that hoſtilities might 


'n 


wn... 4 


faid abide; an 3 the men that were col- 
lected on the Weſterly ſide of ſaid bridge marched 
towards ſaid bridge, then the troops returned towards 
the eaſterly fide of ſaid bridge, and forming them- 
ſelves, as I thought, for regular fight; after that 
they bed one gun, then two or three more, before 


the men that were ſtationed on the e parecf 8 


9 2 e Mn ret 


Timothy. Minot; jun, 
© Dexington Abril az. 1775. 


6 $a E 


regiment of militia in the county of Middleſex, 
do. teltify. and ſay, that on 'Wedneſday i 
laſt, about day break; I was informed of the a 


proach of a number of 9 the %t 


taqun of Concord, where were ſome ma 

belonging · to this province, when there was — 
bled ſome of the militia of this and the neighbour- 

ing towns, 1 ordered them to march to the North 
Bridge (ſo· called) Hic they bad paſſed and were 
taking up. I ordered ſaid militia to march to laid 
bridge ING ſame, but not to fire on the 
King's unleſs they were fiuſt fired upon. 
—— neat᷑ faid bridge, hon. the faid troops 


the firſt firing of guns in the town of Concard-: 


My detachment then returned the fue, which 
Deer es whe Ling een 


ngton, April 237 1775. 


as ESO brat SING 


vue Bradbury Robinſon, Samuel Spring, Thad- 
5 al of 6 . 


aur bare, 
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militia and killed two men dead on 
the ſpot, and wounded feveral others, Which was 
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eight day 


WWW 
of Lexington, all-in or county of Middleſex,” all 
of lawful age, do teſtify and declare, that on Weds 

neſday morning laſl, near ten of the clock, we 
ſia near one hundred of the regular troops, being 
in the town of Concord at the North Bridge ia the 
ſaid town (ſo called) and having paſſed the ſame, 
they were taking up ſaid bridge, ang about three 
hundred of our militia; were advancing toward 
ſaid bridge, in order to paſs ſaid bridge, when, 
without faying any thing to us, they diſcharged a 
number of guns on us, which killed two men dead 
on the ſpot, and wounded ſeveral others; when we 
returned the fire on them, which killed two of | 
; them and wounded ſeveral, Which was the 
eln n * the toun of Concord. 


W ee ee de ef dae, . 
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1 1 Wan e fo 5 Lene Spring, 
— SHI $4 n 4181634 \ Thaddeus Bene, 


e, 4s 7+ bp 8 T2 OF 1 Adams. VF 
vis they ir kg — April. 26, 1775. 
* of that part of Cambridge, 
called Menotomy, and d of Timothy Paine, 
of Worceſter, in the county of Worceſter, Eſq; 
of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, That about fe 
_ lack on Wedneſday laſt, afternoon, being in 
_ Her. bed-chamber, with her infant child, abo ut 
sold, he was ſurpriſed by the firing of 
the King's troops and our people, on their return 
from ee, She being weak, and unable to 


go out of her houſe, in order to fecure herſelf and 


family, they all retired into the kitchen, in the 
back part of the houſe. She ſoon found the houſe 
ne ee 8 ob- 
| vation 
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into the front part of the houſe ; feveral ' bullets 
lodged in the kitchen where (he was, and one paſ- 


fed through an eaſy chair ſhe had juſt gone from. 


The door of the front part of the houſe was broke 
open; the-did not fee any ſoldiers in the houſe, but 
ſuppoſed, by the 1 they were in the front. 
Alter the troops had gone off, ſhe. miſſed the fol- 
lowing things, whieh, the verily believes, 1 
raken out of the houſe by the King's troops, via. 
one rich brocade gown,. called a — os 
luteſtring gown,” one White quilt, Oe pair of bro- 5 
cade ok vg three thifts, eight white aprons, three 
caps, one cas of ivory l p r N and __ | 
ral _ an en 

- Homob Bradif. - 


e e Fa April 26, u77 5. | 


155 . Bradifh, the aha ORIEL 
maketh oath before us, the ſubſcribers, two of 

his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace ſor the county 

of Worceſter, and of the quorum, that the above 
depoſition, according to her beſt recollection, is the 
truth. ä 1 
FC wy 8 — Paid. 4 
ur te An e 5 - Concord; April a3, 17. 
* Sura — of lawful age, teftify and 7; 


that-in the evening of the eighteenth inſtant, I re- 


ceived orders from George Hutchinſon, Adjutant 
of pes aa * 
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ccd at bn pee and 1 0 which 
© order I attended, and marched to Concord, where 
1 was ordered by an officer with about one hundred 
men, to guard a certain bridge there; while attend - 


in order, as 1 ſuppoſe, to croſs ſaid bridge, at 
| JN time a * of the regular 0 0 5 


; NT under the orders of General Gage, I em- 


Bb ce, commanded by Col. Smith, and landed on 
the marſhes of Cambridge, from whence we pro- 


os ſaw a body of provincial troops armed to the 
number of about ſixty or ſeventy men; on qur 


wy 
* i 
if 


dur troops rathed on ſhouting, and huzaaing, previ- 
ous to the firing, which was continued: by our 
troops ſo long as any of the proyincials were-to be 
ſeen. From thence we marched to Concord; on- a 
hill near the entrance of the town, we faw another | 
Dody of provincials aſſembled, the light infantry 
companies were orderec up the hill to dilverſs them; 
on our approach they retreated towards Concord; 

tte grenadiers continued the road under the hill 
towards the town. Six companies of light infan- 
222 were o ordered down. to — poſſeſſion of the 


, 


of hs. 


ing that fervice, a number of people came along, 


t Yames la-. 
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own regiment of foot, being of.' lawful age, do 

Rify and declare, that on the evening of the 18th, 


F 


barked with the light infantry and grenadiets of the 
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ceeded to Lexington; on our arrival at that: place, 
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oach they diſperſed; and ſoon after firing began, 
t which 3 party 72 firſt I cannot exactly ſay, as 


. 5 25 e — 
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99 5 which me US, retreated over'; * k 
0 0 Rd was one, three companies 
of K+; above detachment” went forwards about two 
miles; in the mean time the provincial troops re- 
turned, to the number of about three. or four hun- 
dred: We drew up on the Concord fide of the 
bridge, the provincials came down upon us, upon 
which we engaged and gave the firſt fire; this was 
the fitſt engagement after the one at Lexington; a 
continued firing from both parties laſted through 
the whole day; I myſelf was wounded at the at- 
tack of the bridge, and am now treated with the 
greateſt humanity, and taken all Poffible care of by 
the ting gt Medford. 4 * 


e Eduard Thoroton Gould, Lt 
- King's own DS 
8 f Maſachuſatts-Bly, 22 . 
dleſex County, April 2 5, 1775. 1 15 | 
Lieut. Thoroton "Gould, aforenamed, peſonally 
made cath to the truth of the fore going declaration ho of 
| 42 pan ſubſcribed, before us, | 8 i 1 
18 Dad, Maſſon, Jab Johnſon, Seen T 1 
Juſtices of the Peace Toy: the Doug „ 
aforeſfaid, Quorum unus. [29 : "26, 50 
n of Meſachuſetts- Bay, Charlflows, fl. 0 
J, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion 
Public, by lawful authority duly admitted and 
ſworn, hereby certify, to all whom it doth or may 
concern, Tha Thadeus Maſon, Yofiah Jobmſon, and 
Simon Tufts, Eſquires, are three of bis Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace (Quorum unus) for the ' county. 
of Middleſex ; and that full faith and credit is, and 
* to be * to their * as uch, both 
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BE e . Lhave 1 


. unto affixed my name and ſeal, this twenty-ſixth 
day of April, An Donn, ont thouſand. ſeyen 
badedeed ſeventy- ive. 1 WY 8 To 
. Nathamel-Gorbam, Notary. Publi 2 Ko; 
af Alkthe abive depdfit ions; are eren ee, ufices 
7 the Peace, and duly atteſted by Natwrcs Ve, in in 
in manuer of the laſt Xx Sag 
3 Fugue gehe, Warznzows, April a6, 


"Se the star ane of Sansa 7 
Firiendi and Fellvm Subjects, 3 
„ HtHosritrfies are at length oed in 
| dis Colony by the troops under thg command of 
General Gage, ĩt being af the greateſt importance, 


that an early; true, and authentic account of this 


inhuman proceading ſhould be known to you, the 
Congreſs of this Colopy have tranſmitted the fame, 
and from want of a feſhan of the Hon. Continental 
Congreſs, think it rer 1 addreſs Pa, on the 
alarming occaſion. n J 

By the cleareſt ns relative to this — 7 
action, it will appear that on the night pre ceeding 
the nineteenth of April inſtant, a body of the King's 


woops, under the cortimandoof Colonel Smith, were 


ſecretly landed at Cambridge, with anapparent de- 
ſign ta take or deſtroy the military and other totes 
ptovided for the 8 of this Colony, and depo- 
ſited at Concord. That ſome inhabitants of the 
Colony, on the night aforeſaid, whilſt: travelling 
peaceably on the road between Boſton and Concord, 
were. ſeized and greatly thaſed'by-armed-men, who 


9 N General 3 "OP 
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63980 


chat the town of Lexington by theſe means was 


alarmed, and a company of the inhabitants muſtered 
on the occaſion, That the regular troops, on their 
way to Concord, marched. into the ſaid town of 
Lexington, and the ſaid company on their approach 
began to diſperſe---That notwithſtanding this, the 
regulars ruſhed on with great violence and firſt began 
hoſtilities, by firing on ſaid Lexington company, 
whereby they killed eight and wounded ſeveral 
others---That the regulars continued their fire until 
thoſe of ſaid company, who were neither killed nor 
wounded, had made their eſcape---That Col, Smith 
with the detachment then marched to Concord, 
where a number of provincials were again fired 


on by the troops, two of them killed and ſeveral 
wounded, before the provincials fired on them, and 


that theſe hoſtile meaſures of the troops produced 
an engagement that laſted throgh the day, in which 


many of the provincials, and more of the regular 


troops were killed and wounded, 5 
« To give a particular account of the ravages of 
the troops, as they retreated from Concord to 


Charleſtown, would be very difficult, if not im- 


practicable: let it ſuffice to ſay, that a great num- 
Fic of the houſes, on the road were plundered and 
rendered unfit for uſe; ſeveral were burnt; women 
in child-bed were driven by the ſoldiery, naked 
into the ſtreets ; old men peaceably in their houſes 
were ſhot dead ; and fuch ſcenes exhibited as would 
diſgrace the annals of the moſt uncivilized nations. 


« Theſe, brethren, are marks of miniſterial 


vengeance againſt this colony, for refuſing with her 
ſiſter colonies, a ſubmiſſion to flavery ; but they 
have not. yet detached 7 from our royal iy 
10 | 9 ä I We 


— 


* 


3 | 
Wep roſs to bei loyal and dutiful lübjecte na 


ſo haraly dealt with' as We have been ate il ready, 
with our liees and fortunes," to defend his perſon; 
family, crown and dignity. Nevertheleſs, to the 
perſecution and tytanny of his eruel miniſtry w 
will not tamely. ſubtnit=--appealing to heaven for 
| the Juſtice't of our calle, e eri to die or be 
T Altec 
1 ye kunde think 11 neut Med 
valout ot Bfitons, Will ſuffer them to be long inac- 
tive ſpectators of Bey in hich they them- 
{elves are ſo deeply inteteſted.-Meaſures purſued 
in oppoſition” to theſolemn pretefts of many noble 
ords, and expreſſed ſenſe of conſpicuous com- 
moers, whoſe *ktiowledge abd virtue have long 
| chataeteriled them "as ſome of the greateſt men in 
| the nation-Meaſures executing cane te the in- 
tereſt, Petitions and reſolves of many large, reſpect- 
Able ünck oppulent counties, cities and boroughs in 
5 Sreat- Britain: —Meaſures highly: ineompatible with 
Juſtice, bat {til purfaed with a — pretente of 
eaſing the nation of its barthens--- Meafures, which 
3 enkel, muſt end in the ruin and ſlavery bf 
: 1 as well as the” perſecuted! rape nh 
| "ni car W 
2 I We. Hi h „that wwe gteat Core 
of the univerle, Hy Hope o =o non 
"the Engliſhi'nation, wall Foy; ond you"in! every ra- 
tional and many exertion With® theſe colonies, for 
ſaving it from ruin; and that in a Conſtitutional con- 
8 — HeQtion with the Ather countr w mall ſcon be 
e free and happy F. le. $f Watdzner 
1 1 1 Pe rae, * 2211003 2 
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Reſolved, N. C. D. That the Congrets will on 
Monday next reſove itſelf into a committee of the 
Abel, do take! into coplideration: the ſtate of Ame- 
mn. ä 

Jude That har e from the, Provincial 
— of vn ee e by  relejred, tn that 


Committee. Kt 2. N - 4 5 5 


Adijourned till to-morrow ak 1 vate 
S964 tak Saturday, May. 13. 177. ; 


from thence to Saturday. 
The Congreſs met according to; 
The Congreſs being informed that Dr. Lymap- 
Hall. attended at the door as a delegate from the 
| pariſh-of St. John's, in the colony of Georgia, and 
defred to know. whether as ſuch. he may be r 
mitted to this Congreſs. by 
©) Agreed. . That he be admitted, as 4 5 
Delegate from the pariſh of St. Johns, in the co-—- 
lony of Georgia, ſübject to ſuch regulations as the 
Congreſs ſhall: determine, relative to his voting, 
Ir. Toman Hall. being: accordingly; admitted, . 
produced his credentials, which were. 68d and * 
proved, and are as follows: 
e J. che bonouriahle- Gentlemen pf tie sl, de-- 
2746 N ued en be bell at en * Aar. A., B. 
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e dae of thei Inhobitonts of the peril . 
10398 Jolm 's, in ile frovikes. 10 Hau. 
16; Gentlemen, i : M45 þ AD 5 


if eee detail. ane many. * 


heyy 


| 1 
dies in the cauſe of We, hs; many meetings 
thereby occaſtoned and held in this pariſh, the en- 


deavours we have uſed to induce the reſt of this 


province to concur with us, the attendance of our 
Committee on the provincial conventions held at 
Savannah in this province, and particularly that of 


the 18th of January laſt, with their proceedings, 


and the reafons of our difent from them, we think 
would be tedious to you, and therefore ſend a fum- 
mary abſtract, which, with the account that may 
be given by 
gate to repreſent and act for this pariſh in the gene- 

ral Continental Congreſs, to be beld in May next, 
and the teſtimonies of the honourable Delegates. 
from South-Carolina, we hope will be ſatisfactory. 
© « Immediately upen our being honoured with 
an anſwer to the repreſentation of our caſe, trani- 
mitted to the honourable eſs, which ſat at 
Philadelphia laſt year, with a copy of the aſſocia- 
tion there entered into, we had a mecting, and our 
proceedings then and fince that time, will in brief 
appear from the following abſtracts of an Addreſs. 


from this pariſh to the Committee of Cotreſpond- 


ence m Charles-Town, wenn, bd 1 Y 


as follows: 
Gentlemen, 


© Herewith will be l to you, 5 


| feveral ſteps taken by this pariſh. in. their endeavours 
to conform as near as podiible to the reſolutions en- 
tered into by the other colonies: and the particular 
meaſures now adopted, for carrying into execution. 


the Continental Aſſociation, which we embraced: 


* E 
CCerlbing 


MMORED 


Lyman Hall, Eſq; appointed a Dele- 
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( 
beg it; on e trade a 
with the other colonies be continued to us the ſub- 
eribers; and thereupon. ſhould have immediately 
tent to you for your apprabation and re 12 
but were delayed by a ſummons to attend a Pro- ẽ 
vincial Congreſs in Savannah, on the 18th of Janu. © 
ary laſt, for the purpoſe, as we underſtood, of a 
general affociation with the other colonies, and 
chooſing delegates : At which time and place we 
attended, and acquainted the other pariſhes afſem- 
bled on that occaſion, that we had already acceed- 
ed to the general aſſociation, ©n conditien, as 
abovementioned, and earneſtly requeſted them to 
do the ſame. Had they acceded fully to the ge- 
neral aſſociation, we foul have had no occaſion 
to trouble you with this addreſs ; but as they did 
not, we now- apply to. you, to admit us the ſub- 
ſeribers to an alliance with you, requeſting that you 
will allow trade and commerce. to be continued to 
us, the ſame to be conducted under ſuch regulations 
und reſtrictions, as ſhall be conſiſtent with the con- 
tinental aſſociation, and which on our part we en- 
gage with all poſſible care to keep inviolate. As 
we of this pariſh are a body detached from the reſt | 
(i. e. of this province) by our reſolutions, and ſuffi- _ 
ciently diſtin& by local fituation, large enough for 1 
particular notice, adjoining a particular port, and in & 
that reſpect, capable of conforming; to the general Ml 
aſſociation, if connected with you, with the fame. ws 
fidelity as a. diſtant pariſh, of your own province; 3 
we uſt be conſidered as comprehended within the 6 
irit t and equitable meaning of the continental aſ- /. 
1 * vou will nat condemn the in- We 
eee 


. li * . 
en the guilty, ict when a gue fe. 
paration is made between them 
Give us Rave to add only; t * wait yout 
anſwer,” falt hed rms your'advice, and are, with, 
N eſti,” bans or 5a Wenke Vor e ger 
"fs © whe, gh 0a ot Mg lun 
; Feb ary. 1775. + 7 — TUG, ga: | 26 65. al 
4 Fg" phitb we received i 22 575 
call Fa we ani 1h": Sings! 92 iw 
Four letter; aceompanyjng ſundry paperz, — 
wp been laid before à very full Committee of this 
colony, and 'uridergone"the'moſt mature *delibera- |. 
ton; 1 am by their defre, to acquaint you that 
fru e d higheſt ſenſe of 'your arduous ſtrug- 
sin favour of the common cauſe of America; 
[i malt fincerely lament your unhappy: ſituation; 
But would recommend à continuanee of your laud- 
able exettions, and the laying à ſtate of your caſe 4 
before che enſuing Continental Oongreſs, as the 
only wean of obtaining relief, andto put "you in 
the fitüätien you wiſh,” which this Committee ap- 
plebend to be entirely out of their power to do, a 
X is their Opinion that the ariſn of St; John, being 
3 patt of fie colony of Ge bia (which, by not ar- 
Els to; Has violated the Continental Afﬀſociatioq) * 
| falle under the'7 4th article of the ſaid aflociation, 
no part "pt which Jon Committce _w UE: 
Yo WY 5 oo ee LE owe 
pon the receipt 0 ae ar was Teri. 
ech conffdeted in what manner to conduct in the 
reſent tuation; and propoſed whether wWe ſhoufd 
| "Iminlitely break off all connection and eo nee 
ith ä al al ner” ab ene es Ais 
| at's 7 Ws: TB Erovince: 
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( ) 
province, have, . 0 me O. 
unental Aſſotia tio. 1 aur: 
It was conſidered, that as we — 
conimerce with any other: colony, and but one 
merchant among us confiderable for dey goods had 
ſigned dur aſſociation, and he inſufficient fot ta pre- 
ſent ſupphy aud we utterly unable ati preſent to 
procure materials or ear hes for , 6loathi 
among ourſelves, we muſt, by ſuch-a reſolution 
becom extremeiy miſerable; it Ms therefore con- | 
dcluted, that till We could obtain trade and com- 
merce with ſome other colony, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary io continueſit in ſomeꝭ reſpects with gur own, 
and determihed that it he carried on under che fol- 
lowing aogulations, 220 10 $0} 0) baRotbbs. 1 777 
1. That none of us ſhall directly or indireQly | 
purehaſe any ſlave importecb at Savadnkh, (large 
numbers of which we underſtand are there g pect- 
ed) N of the Congrets:ſadllabe made 
known to us ori. 24 walk. ,cebooldl 
+ -5519:1/Fhat we vill not: trade at ell ewitk apy 
merchzntnat! Savannah iorrelſethete, that will not 
join im our aſſociuting i agraement, otherwiſe than 
r 2 fr chat pur- 
Apßdicted and; Hor fuch things any as they 
ball. judge necaſſry, und whentthey! hall ned 
there are nexeſſury reaſons for ſo doing. A Os, 
1 dA meide wal then nominsted wand ap- 
. - poitited> to : ſit i werkly Tender ede for- 
7 ese nh 50. che os amo Rn naive 
: ort was then reſolved that aiDelovets be, let | 
q froub e Nee 
2 e y next, 
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s to becheld at Phi- 
8. Tueſday het a iſt 
rch be appointed for * one. 
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Ew 


135 Mondey, 


Hand, Mr. Stone and Mr. Galdſborou 


in 


On e Kd OUT Toe += 


Lyman Hall, Eſq; was. unanimouſly | choſen ta 


_ repreſent and act for the inhabitants of this pariſh, 


asa Delegate, at the general Congreſs to be held 


in Philadelphia in May next, who are determined 
mlaithfully to adhere to nk abide by the determina- 
tions of him and the other honourable m——_— of 


the ſane. 


+ Signed %% 


A By DANIEL RopeRTs, and twenty 


bern members of the ae Ws 


Midwey, St, „ e 5 s Pariſh, in the province) 
© of Gar, , 13th April, A. D. 1775. 
n from the county of K n in Vie- 


_ ginia, GIANT to the Congrel, was preſented me. 
3 


e That it be referred tothe Commit on 


ull Monday 9 clock. 4 
„ May 15, 1775. 
The Congreſs met according to T eee 
Beſides thoſe who met at the of 


Congreſs, the following Members attended from 


"New-York, Mr. Yay, Mr. Wifner, Mr. Schuyler, 
M.. Clinton, Mr. Morris, and Mr. R. R. Living- 


Hon; from Pennſylvania, Mr, Wiltfen ;, from Mary- 
gh, - 
Don motion, Agreed, That the Secretary be al- 
lowed to employ Timothy Matlack as a clerk, he 
having firſt taken an Gat or affirmation to keep ſe e- 
cret the tranſactions of the Congreſs, that may be 
V to him or may come to his kno 
* * and FRO 45 . having, 
5 through 
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var) ai} tr, dos 47 an Naht e | 
=& the Delegatesof that pala de 
Congreis for advice, how to conduct themſelves 
with regard to the troops expected there, the Con- 
greis took the — into conſideration. During 
their deliberations; it became neceſſary to take the 
opinion of the Congreſs by Colonies, upon which 
a queſtion aroſe. whether the Delegate from the 
pariſh of St. John's, in the colony of Georgia, 
— be admitted to vote. After ſome debate on 
this queſtion, the Delegate from that -pariſh aroſe, 
and after obſerving, that the preſent diſtreleful ſitu- 
ation of American affairs had induced a neceſſity of 
this Congreſs, which was compoſed of Delegates 
reprsſenting whole colonies; that as he did not re- 
preſent a Colony, but only a part, he did not inſiſt 
on giving a vote as a Colony, but was contented to 
hear and aſſiſt in the debates, and to give his vote 5 
in all caſes, except when the ee of the Dar | 
greſs were taken by colonies. . |. 
- ,The,/ Congreſs then reſumed the nde 0 af 
the matter referred to them; during the debate 
Samuel Maur, Ef; one of the Delegates, from 
Rhode-Ifland, 3 appeared and produced his Creden- 
tials, which being n were e ans are as 
follows i 5 
By tbe Se Sei Aſſembiy of the 
(fe th Engliſh Colony of Rhode-Ifland, and — 
., dence Plantations; in eee in 
2 'o the, . — H 2 
va To Bur opkins, 
and the. N Samuel who r E * 
| ' « Greding, .. 20. no: 10'S 
Sinus | ä Whereas 
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'P'ü 8 
Whereas the general 9 of the Colony 
aforeſaid, have nominated and appointed you, the 


ſaid Stephen Hopkins and Same! ard, to repreſent. 


the people of this Colony in a ene Congtels of 


Commiſſieners or Delegates from the other Colonies, 
.in:conſulting upon proper meaſures to obtain a re- 


1 peal of the ſeveral act of the Britiſh Parliament for 


levying taxes upon his Majeſty's ſubjects i in America 


Without theit conſent, and upon proper meaſures, 


00 eſtabliſh the rights and liberties of the Colonies 


upon a juſt and ſolid foundation, agreeable to che | 
wenn given you by the general Aſſembly,” 


By virtue oß un AR ef che General Affembiy 1. 
A Ward, Eq Secretary of ſaid Colony, ha 


hereunto ſet my hand and ed the ſeal” of "the 
_of the ſaid colony, this ſeventh day of May A. D. 


1775, and in the fifteenth year of the Int 'of his 
molt ſacred Majeſty George the Third, by the 728 


Ne e. King . eee &cc. 


* (Signed) © HENRY WARD: 


off | The matter under conſideration 2 1 reſumed, 
the Congreſs $4 af 


_ Reſolved, That it 15 eee for the Preben 
to the inhabitants of New-York, that if 'the troops, 
which are expected, ſhould arrive, the ſaid Colony 


act on the deteniive,” ſo long as may be conſiſtent 
with their ſafety and ſecurity; that the troops be 
permitted to remain in the url ſo long as they 
behave peaceably and quietly, but chat they. de not 
ſured to erect fortifications, or take any ſteps for 
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cutting 


entatives from this and the other Colonies, to 
be holden in the city of Philadelphia, and there in 
behalf of this Colony, to meet and join with the 


D 


e re > 0 Mc pre __ 4.ms ad. 


> ED tu 


ö | 
| * 40 bt i eee 

* woe N en ten dcn the ton 
and country; and that if they commut- hoſtilities or 
invade private property, the inhabitants ſhould de- 
end = and their property, and repel force, 
y force; that the warlike ſtores be removed fromm 

1 town ʒ that places of retreat, incaſe of neceſſityi 
be provided for the women and children of News+ 
Vork; and that a ſufficient number of men be em- 
bodied and kept in conſtant readineſs ee 
ing the inhabitants from inſult and injury. 4X61 3 
Two memorials, one from Samuel 8 

the other from James and Drinker, Merchants of 
this city, reſpecting. ſome cargoes purchaſed by them 
and. intended for Newfoundland, but which are 
ſtopped by the Committee of this city. vy ere laid bo- 
fore the Copgrels and read, and n ne on 
this malen Canteen d N. nab ' 
' Upon mation, . Reſolved, Tua Mro Waſhington, 
Me, b, Mr. F. Adams, and the Delegates from. | 
New- fork; be a committee to conſider what poſts 
are neceflary to be occupied in the colony of News 
York: and; that abel, be defired rene, hy. 


ibly at ir 1:9 by 
del, That this Congreſz will ode: 
ſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, voa 
into Py" co the ſtate of America. 4. 
Ae 9 o'clock to- motro w. 
- Tozgpar, May, :6;4775:05 1 7 
ene met accotding to ad 
A Memorial from Robert and Jotin Murray, 
| of: New eee dhe e 
N Nada mn 0 
4 Sem, Tali 90! the table. ) fil Bes " 
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time 


* Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-mortoWv 
again reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whiole, 


= * ; 
3 een een e Gn 


8 the day being yoponed 5 to- 


„ 
. to oth A of Me day /the Coogrel re- 
ſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take 
into conſideration the ſtate of America, after ſome 


pent therein, the Preſident reſamed the chair, 
and Mr. Tilghman reported from the Committee, 


that they had taken the matter referred to to them 
into conſideration, but not having come to any 


reſolution deſired him to move for leave to fit again 


to take into ores: en . ere the late 


my irelgevo4y" a 12 o'clock: 
Sic 33 N Wen, May 1 177 
The Congreſs. met Bren 17g to a 


INOCrow : IST; #9 433 ST 78 4 * 
Upon motion, reſolved "unanimouſly, That my ex- 
portations to Quebec, Nova Scotia, the Iſland” of 


St. John's, Newfoundland, Ggorgia, except the 


Pariſh of St. John's, and to Eaſt and Weſt-Flotida, 


immediately ceaſe, and that no proviſion of any kind, 
or other necetfaries be furniſhed to the Britiſh fith- 


eries on the American coaſts; until it be cher ie 


N determined by the Congreſs. 


-- Ordered, That this be Fahne intmeddiN 
ee till to-morrow at clock. 9 
Thurſday, May 18, 177. 
The Congreſs met according to eee 
The Hon. Stephen Hopkin,” Eſq; from Rhode- 


* 


| - Hand, and Patrick Henry, Eq; from Virginia, at- 
tended and took their PUP in Congreſs. ; 


Upon motion, Reſolved, That the rules of conduct 


* — — — 8 — — — — — 


5 tobe obſerved in * and ä * 


aid ok by the aged be adopted and obs 
ſerved by ine preſent Congreſs. | 
F _ The Prefigent laid before the Congreſs fone i im- 
portant Intelligence. he received laſt night by ex- 
preſs, relative. to the ſurpriſing and taking of Ti- 

_ Conderoga,. by a detachment trom Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay and Connecticut, which was read. 

Lon motion, Agreed,. That Mr. Brown Who 
brought the e be called in; After he with- 
drew, the Congrels taking into confideration the 

I letters and intelligence communicated to them, 
Keſolved, Whereas there is indubitable evidence, 
that à defipn is formed by the Britiſh, Gi 2 
making a cruel invaſion from the province of 
dec upon theſe colonies, for the purpoſę of - 
ing our lives and liberties, apd ſome ſteps have ac- 
tually been taken to catty "the defign into execution; 
and whereas- leveral ene of the northern 
colonies, Teſiding in the vicinity of Ticonderoga, 
and immediately expoſed to incurſions, impelled 
| . a. juſt regard oa the defence and preſervation 
! themſelves and their countrymen from, ſuch im- 
minent dangers and calamities, have taken poſſeſſion 
: of that poſt, in which was, lodged a quantity of 
cannon and military ſtores, that would certainly 
have been uſed in the intended invaſion of theſe _ 
colonies ; this Congreſs. earneſtly recommend it to 
the Committees of the cities and counties of New- 
York and Albany, immediately to cauſe the faid 
. | cannon and ſtores. to be removed from Ticonderoga 
- to the ſouth end of Lake George, and if neceſſary, 
to apply to the calonies of New-Hampſhire, Mal- 
a r and 8 for Weh an d | 
8 * 


E 
* 


Ars 


* 5 'V 5 


clone wy” of forces 5 . be ſufficient to ike 


a ſtrong poſt at that place, and effeQually to ſecure 


the faid cannon and Rores, or ſo many of them as 


it may be judged proper to keep there---And that . 


Mo exact! inventory be taken of all ſuch cannon and 
ſtores, in order that they may be fafely returned, 
when the reftoration of the former harmony be- 


tween Great- Britain and theſe colonies, ſo oats 1 


I wiſhed for by the latter, ſhall. render it prudent. 
and conſiſtent with the . over-rullng law of. {elf-pre> 
ſer aon. n 


Neſelved, T hat this Con! greſs will to-morrow, te- N 


0 ſolve itſelf into, a committee of the whole, to take, 


into. their farther conlideration the ſtate of . | 


3 N . e till 43 at g clock. 


2 Friday, May 19, 177 
The Cbn gelt 8555 according to "PO 


The Committee, Appointed to conſider, what: 
polls ate neceſſary, to be occupied. in the colony of... 


ew-York, and by what number of troops it Will, 


be proper they ſheuld'be guarded, brought in their 
report, which being read, Was referred. . che come. 5 


. of the Whole. f 


Aprecable to the ofder. "of the day che Congrels, F 


; aide th etarotues into 4 Combines ol the whole, 
to take into conſideration. che fla ſtate of America, and 

continued ſo to do from day 5 till Wedneſday. 
324th; on Which day the hon. Pepton Randolph, 


Prefident, being under a.neceflity of returning hace, 


and having ſet out this morning carly, is * 


Was vacant,. whereupon, 


On mol ian, The hon. Jahn Bana, Ef 
wing choſen Freſident. . 


— — — — — - 


/ 


r el oe ct tc aoac $.©'.c 


a 
|: 
* 


c By) 
The Congreſs N ue themſelves into a 
committee of the whole, to take into conſideration 
the ſtate of America, and 3 the ſame on the 
| Gay. OK: pF one \ 
| my n Friday 7, May 26. 177 F. v 
Me Congreſs being met according to ad} journ- 
ment, one of the ee avi from New- Jerſey laid 
before them a minute from the. Journals. of the 
Aſſembly of that colony, together with a refolution 
of the commons of ö Which were 
read as follows: i dat 
| Neid. er ſey, Houſe of Aſſembly, 20, 7 
4 i oo 14.26 wy F the 58 5 
Copy of the beleben of the honourable Houſe of a 
Coins of Great Britain, of the 20th of February, 
1775, containing a plan, formed for the accom- 
modation of the unhappy differences between 
parent ftate, and the cplonies, which plan under the 
preſent circumſtances, this houſe could not comply 
with and adopt, ug yet this houſe being defirous 
of making uſe of all proper means to effect a recon- 
ciliation, do recommend it to their Delegates to jy 
the fame lan before the Continental en 
their can deration,” | 5 
"oy? Pet "A frue. copy from the. Turned, N 
\ 1 RICHARD SMITH; Cure And. ESD 
Copy o of a Reſolution af the Houſe of Commons. of 
February 20, 1775... - | | 
- iv RESOZYED, That when the Gouer nor, Ct 
and Aſſembly, or General Court of any of bis Majeſty's _ 
provinces of Colonies in America, ſhall propoſe to malte 
proviſion according to the condition, circumſtances and 
1 of FOE Fa: QUINICE ar Oe Jo, contributing 


wa els fas end ho their 


— 
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ff 2 propoſal ſball be approved 7 his Majeſty. and the . 


" To be carried to the account of fuch e , colony. 


” 4 i „ * F * ” 


NE. AF th 
Wit e eee 


Bet pro 3 on 5 TE Common defence, (fuch labern on 
to be raiſed under the authority of the General Court or 
Aſſembly of ſuch province or 2 and., diſpoſable by 
Parliament) and ſhall engage to. 7 Kel. 

the ſupport of the civil government 221 os adminiſirati- 


on of juſtice in ſuch province on colony, it will be 9 — 


two houſes of Parliament, and for ſo. long at ſuclb pro- 


vijßßon ſhall be made accordingiy, to for bear, in reſpecb 
ce ſuch province or colony, to levy any duty,. ' fax, or. 


aſſeſſment, except oniy ſuch duties, as it may be exped) ent 


10 continue to levy or to impoſe for. the regulation . of 


commerce, the neat produce of the duties Jaſh mentioned 


reſpeFively. v5 


_ Ordered, That the above be e to Wet com- 8 
(mittee for taking i into conſideration the ſlate of Ame- 


444 * 


rica. 0179 110 
The Congreſs then retolved FE A committee 


| of the whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate of 
America, after ſome time ſpent therein che e 


dent reſumed the chair, and Mr. WAR, reported 


from the Committee that they had come, 


— 


reſolutions Which he was deſired to report, Per = 
_ having finiſhed the buſinels, deſired; hi im * move for 


| leave to ſit again. 


The report from ü Se ed! N. | 


| the Congreſs came into the following ation. 


"Reſolved Unanimouſly, „% That His. Majeſty's s, moſt 
faithful ſubſects in theſe colonies, are teduced to a 


1 dangerous and critical ſituation, by the e of 
the Britiſh'Miniftry to carry into. execution, by force 
of arms, ſeveral unconſtitutional s and oppreſſive acts 


- S 


Wa — 
Ow of 
5 | 
S. * 


n alſo for | 


/ WED ETA” FOOTY 


LO . Mm oa oo 


* 
„ 


o 


* 


of the Brief Bland MM. TU taxes in Aineri- 
ca; to enforce the collection of thole taxes, and for 
altering and changing the conſtitution and 112 

lice of ſome of theſe colonies, in violation of the 
natural and civil tights of the coloniſts. | 
© Holtilities being actually commenced in the Maſ- 
lachuſetis-Bay, by the Britiſh troops under the com- 
mand of General Gage, and the lives of a number, 
of the inhabitants of that colony deſtroyed, the town 
of Boſton having not only been occupied as a gar- 
riſoned town in 0 enemy's country, but the inhabit- 
ants thereof treated with a ſeverity and cruelty not 
to be juſtified even towards declared enemies : large 
re-inforcements too being ordered and ſoon expected, 
for the declared purpoſe of compelling theſe colonies 
to ſubmit to the operation of the ſaid acts; that 
therefore,, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſecuring and 
defending theſe Colonies, and preſetving them in 
fafety againſt all attempts to carry the ſaid acts into 
execution by force of arms, theſe Colohies be imme- 
diately put into a ſtate of defence. 

But as we moſt ardently wiſh for a reſtoration of | 
the harmony formerly ſubliſting between our mother 
country and theſe Colonies, the interruption of which 
malt, at at all events, de exceding y injurious to 
both countries, that with a ſincere deſign of contri- 
buting by all the means in our power, not incom- 
patible with a ook regard for the undoubted rights 
and true intereſts of theſe Colonies, to the promotion 
of this moſt deſirable reconciliation, an humble and 
dutitul petition be preſented to his Majeſty, e 

Neſelued, That meaſures be entered into for open- 
ing à negociation, in order to accommodate the un- 

H 


happy 


. 


| again reſolve itſelf into, A 


(56 1) 
happy,: diſputes ſubſitiog b tween. Great · Britain aud 
theſe Colonies, and that kl is be made a part of the 
petition to the King. {ig 


Reſolved” unanimouſly, 'T hat the militia; of New- | 


| York be armed and' trained, and: i in. conſtant 1 readi- 
" neſs to act at a moment's Warning; and that a num- 
ber of men be immediately embodied and kept in 
that city, and fo diſpoſed of as to give protection to 
the inhabitants, in caſe that any inſult ſhould be of- 
fered by the troops, that may land there, and. to 

vent any attempts that may be made to gain pol⸗ 
# ſlion of tlie city, and e its i intercourſe with 
the country. 

Keſolved 8 That it be recommended 
5 the pr Convention at New-York, to per- 
leyere the more vigoroully i in preparing for their de- 
Fence as It is very uncertain whether the earneſt eb 
deavours of the Congreſs, toaccommodate the un 

happy differences 2 Great Britain and the 


colonies, by Foncll Mag ere will be e 
TU . 


Upon motion, agreed. That M. Joy, 11 ö. $ * 


and M.. Dean, be a Committee to pre are ad be 
| 1 letter to the people of | ADR of W. 


Neſelped, That this N 5 will to-morrow 


to take into their waste ge lags the ſtate | 
AR „ | 
* Ajouroea till to- morrow- at 9.0 o'clock, . 
Saturd ays May 27s, 1775. bs 
The Congreſo met according to h eurüpbent. 4 
The Preſident laid before Fr e Congreſs a letter 


how the Tee 8 Ne ew ee Which! Ki 


WS. 


ommittee of the 0 


— 


reer 


r 


LEES 


read and referred to & 00 M0 "of t the whole; 

" Taformation being given, that diele is a gentle 
man in town who can give a full and ft ac 
of the tate of affairs in Canada + | | 
F Ordered, That he be idttaduced, which was 

one. 5 

T Cöm piles 59 et ated to dtaugbt a letter 
to the inhabitants of Canada, brought in the letter, 
which. was read, and, after: ſome debate, recom- 
mitted᷑ to the ſame Cochmittee. 4 — 

Upon motion; Agreed;* That Mr. Waſhington, Mr . 
Schuyler, Mr, M. fin, Me. Deane; . Mr, Norris 
and Mr. s Adams, "ou a Com ves: to confider on: 
ways and means to ſupply theſe colonies With am- 
munition and military ſtores.. 

Hon motion, The memorial” of Robert Marta, 

and John Murray, <defiring to be reſtored to their 
former ſituation with reſp A to their commercial 
prioiledges, af was taken info contideraton, and after 
ſome time ſpent thereon, N 

Reſolved, That where any perſon Path been or 
ſhall be adjudged by a committee, to have violated. 
the Continental Add da dien, and fuch offender Hall 
ſatisfy the Convention of the: colony, Where the of- 
fehice was or Hall be commi ted, of the Committee 
of the pariſh. of St; John. 8, in the colooy ef Georgia, 
if the offence be Contairted there, of Ris contri-. 
ti on for his offerice, ald ſihcere reſojution to CON» 
form to the Aſſociation for the futtire, the id. 
Convention or Committe, of the pariſh of St. Johy' 8 
aforeſaid, may ſettle the terms; upon. which. he - 
may be reſtored to the fab bur and forgiventls of the 
13 aud thar the terms be publihed. 


e @rdered,, a 


580 8 
PERS That this Gs made publiee 
* Reſolved, That the Fac of the day be polipond 
till Monday, 
Adjourned tilt! . words at 9 o'clock, 
Monday, May 29, 1775. _ 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 5 
Tbe Committee to whom. the letter to the in- 


Habitants of Canada was re-committed, brought in 


the ſame, was read and approved and is as follows; 
To the oppreſed 1. N HABLITANTS 4 
3 CANADA. 
F rings and Coutity men, 1 
_ ALARMED by the deſigns of an arbitrary m mi- 


niltey to extirpate the fights. and liberties of all 


America, a ſenſe of common danger conſpired with 
the dictates of humanity, in urging us to call your 


attention, by our late addreſs, to. this very impart- 
ant object. 


Since the condufion of the late war, we have 
been happy in confidering you: as fellow-ſubjects, 


and from the commencement of the preſent plan 
For ſubjugating the continent, we have viewed you 


as fellow ſufferers with us. As we were both in- 


titled. by the bounty of an indulgent creator to free- 


dom, and, being both devoted, by the cruel edicts 
of a deſpotic adminiſtration, to common ruin, we 


we perceived the fate of the . and catho. * 


lic colonies. to be ſtrongly inked. together, and 
therefore invited you to join with us in reſolving to 


be free, and in rejecting, with dildain, the fetters 


of flavery, however artfully poliſhed. 
We moſt ſincerely condole with, you. on the ar- 
zival of that dau, 10 in courſe of which, the ſun 


Wes n could 


IST 


AR 
— 


-Q 4 ̃ .!!! 
is . 


59 3 
could not fine on a ſingle freeman in all your ex- 


tenſive dominion, | Be aſſured that your unmerited- 


degtadation bas engaged the molt unfeigned pity of 
your ſiſter colonies; and we flatter ourſelves you 


will not, by tamely bearing the yoke, ſuffer that 


pity. to be ſupplanted by contempt... -. PINE 

_ When hardy attempts are made to deprive men 
of rights beſtowed by the Almighty, when avenue 
ate cut through the moſt ſolemn compacts. for the 
admiſſion of deſpotiſm, ben the plighted faith of 
government: ceaſes to give ſecurity to loyal and du- 
tiful ſubjects; and when the inſiduous ſtratagems 
and mancœuvres of peace become more terrible than 


the ſanguinacy. operations of war, it is high time 


for them to aſſert thoſe rigt-s, and, with honeſt 


indignation, oppoſe the torrent of oppreſſion ruſhing 


* 


in upon, them. 


By the introduction of your prefent form of 


government, or rather preſent. form of, tyranny, 
you and your wives and your children are made 
flaves, You, have nothing that you can call your 


own, and all the fruits of your labour and induſtry 


may be taken from you. when, an avaricous governor 
and a rapacious council may incline to demand 
them. You. are liable by their edicts. to be. tranſ- 
ported into. foreign, countries to fight battles, in 
which you have no intereſt, and to ſpill your blood 
in conflicts from which neither honour nor emolu- 


ment can be det ived: Nay, the enjoyment of your 
very religion, in the preſent ſyſt em, depends on a 


legiſlature, in which. you have no ſhare, and over 


which you have no controul, and your Prieſts are 


expoſed to expulſion,” baniſhment and ruin, when 
1 N Fg " ever 


— 


ever Wen conch MUM CIR furniſh ſufficiene 
temptatien. They canhot . ſure that à vittuous. 
Prince will always fill che throne, and thonld a. 
wicked ot carelefs King coneur with wicked Mi- 
niftty in extracting the treaſure and ſtrength of your 
country, it is impoſſible to conceive to what variety 
anch to what extremies of wiretchedneſs you may, 
fuer the preſent eſtabliſhment; be reduced. | 
We are informed you have already been called: 
pon” to waſte! your lives in 4 conteſt with us. 
Should you, by complying” in this inſtance, aſfent 
to your new eſtabliſhment, and a war break out 
wich France,” your wealth and your - ſons may be 
fem to petiſh in expeditions againſt their Hands in. 
the Weſt-Indies.” - 

It earnot' be preſumed that thels cotifilituidits, 
will have no weight with you, or that you ate loft 
0 all ſenſe oſ hondur. We can never believe that 
Preſeut race of Canadians are fo degenerated as t6. 
_ Profels neither" the ſpirit, the gallantry,” or the cou. 

rage | og their anceſtors, You! certainly will not 
permit the infumy and diſgrate of ſuch pufiflanimi- 
ty to reſt on yout'own' heads, and the conſtquences 
4 of it on your children forever. © by: TN 

We ſot our patts are determined to Nee free ot 
not at oll, and ars refolved'thar poſterity hall nevet 
reproach 18 Wir ding, eu ves into the: 


A 


world; pear; 

Pera again to repeat that we are yoor friends 
not your enemies, aud be not impoſed upon by 
thole; who? may «ndeavbir to ertate' animofitie 


The taking of the fore and military ſtoreb at Ticon- 
7 agpss Crown Point, and the armed velſels o 
the 


— 


— — — —ů— —- ww — — — — 


cut off that friendly intercourſe 


(; 61. * 


the. lake, was dictated by the great-law of as pen 


ſervation. They were intended ta annoy us, and tg 
e e 


which 7 5 ſubſiſted WOT you 
| hope it has given you no. 18 
— — wy may rely on our eg that theſg 


Rn will purſue no meaſures whatever, but ſuch 
as friendſhip and à rœgard for gue. ae, lafety 


and intereſt way, ſuggeſt. e N 
; a 


As our concern tor your welfare entitles, v3.” 
your friendſhip, we preſume you will. nat, by,doin 


us Jpeg, redueg, 8.16 the Ae cect o 


treating you as enemies, Bock 


„e et entertam hopes of 2 uni with 
in the defence 80000 en jr wing: 72785 


ben believe, BY ſhould we join in im- 


oring the attention of our Sovereign, to the 4 
erited and unparalelled oppreſſious of his Ameri 
2 ſubjects, he will at length be undeceived, an 
rbid a licentious miniſtry any longer 9 riot u de 
mins of the ri ghts gf mankind. 

Ordered, That the above letter be fgned, by, the 
Preſident, WRT. 2 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinſan, 8 Mr. Miffin be 
a Ne pl to get the letter tranſlated) into _ 
Frenc. N and to have ong thcuſand cop 
85 fo. tranſlated, printed, in order do be Fat. 0 

ada and, diſperſed Wet 6] the inhabitants there. 
Tan motion, 7 bh That go proyiſions or ne- 

eſſaries of any expor ted to the iſland of 
Z e SIT the ehe of 8 


/ 


Maid upon their Be! to purchaſe the ſame, 
with as much proviſion, as ſhall be W rr tor 1 its 


Internal uſe and no more. 
The Congreſs deeming it of ou importanee to 


North Ambers, that the Betiſh fiſhery ſhould not 
be furniſhed with provifions from the continent 


through Nantucket, earneſtly recommend 4 vigilant 
execution of this relolve to all committees. 


Ordered, That the above reſolve be immediately 


publiſhed. © 
As the pete tees! Anda vf the n 


| endet it highly neceſſary that ways and means 
ſhould be deviſed for the ſpeedy and ſecure con- 


veyance of intelligence from one end of the donti- 
nent to the other. 


Keſolved, That Mr. Franklin, Mt. Lynieh; Mr. Lee, 


Mr. Willing, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. P. Livingſion, 
be a committee to ronſider the beſt means of N 


bliſhing poſts for awd de letters and intelligence 
| through this continent. 


Reſolved, That the i order ofthe tay be ere 


dll to motrow. 

Adjourned till to morro at 90 dock. 
„ Tozpay, May 30, 1775. 

The Congreſs met according to ee 

A member informed the Congrefs, that a . 

Air Juſt arrived from London, had brought with 
Him a paper, which he ſays he received from Lord 
North, and which was written, at the defite of his 


Lordſhip, by Mr. Gray Cooper, Under Secretary to 


the Treaſury, and as the Were undet ſtood it to 
be his Lordſhip's defire that it ſhould be cemmu- 
nicated to the — fot that purrpoſe he had 


put 


© xt 


n RE 
9. F 


that he had ſhewn the paper to a member near bim, 
who was well acquainted with the hand writing of 
Mr. Cooper, and that de verily believes the Pre 
was Written by Mr, Cooper. D 
The paper being read, is as follows : 
"THAT it is earneſtly hoped by all the real Vicki * 
kbe Americans, that the terms expreſſed in the Refolu- 
tian f the 2oth f February laſt, will be accepted by 
all the colonies, bo bave the leaf affettion for 2 4 
King and country, or a juſt ſenſe of their own intereſt, 
. That theſe terms are Donorable for. (Great-Bri ain, 
and fafe for the colonies. © 40 
That if the colontes are not Bi nded by fat jon, 22 
terms will remove every grievance relative th taxation, 
and be the bajis of a compa#t « between the e and 
the mot ber country. = 
That the people in America ought, on every dae, 
arion, to be ſati ged. 
' "That no further relaxation tan be abbiitted. e's 
We temper and ſpirit of the' nation are fo way 
* conteſſions, that i, it were the intention of. 4. : 
minfiration, they could not carry the queſtion. . 
Bur Adminiſtration have no ſuch mention, as they 
are Fully and firmly perſuaded, that farther. conceſſions. 
world be imjurious to the colonies as, well. as 40 Great- 
Brita ain d 


- That there is not the leaf probability of. a "charge of 


Admintſtration. © 
" That they are perfectiy united in opinion, and deter. 
mined to pur fue the moſt effetual meaſures, and to 10 
tbe wbolk force of the kingdom, if it be found neceſſary, 
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pub! it na his hands. bees Beslher de ROY . 
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to reduce the rebellious and 138 Frovinees and 
Colonies, i, | 8 There 
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64 . 
Were: fs . 1 ſpirit in the nation 3 the - 
Congreſs that 7he eople will bear the 0 Alles ö 
g a flappage Np the American trade. 
"a may depend on this to be 1rue,- 
"Ordered, to lie on the Table. 5 w ed 
Agreeable to the order of the day, the Conde 1 
e itſelt into a Committee of the whole, to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of America, and con- 
tinued Þo to do the day following, when after ſome 
time, the Preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward. 
reported from the Committee, that they had pro- 


ceeded in the buſineſs, but not, having come. to a | 


concluſion, deſired him to move for leave to fit | 
. ib 
F Reſolved, That this Condes will to-morrow again 5 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee oſ the whole, to take 
Into their farther conſidetation the ſtate of America. 
A Letter from Col. Arnold, dated Crown-Point, | 
May 23. 1775, was laid before the Congreſs, in- 
formiog that he had certain intelligence, that. on 
the 2 there were then 400 regulars at St. John's 
making all poſſible preparation to croſs the lake, and 
expected to be joined by a number of Indians, with 


We deſign of re · taking Crown-Point and Ticonde- | 


roga, and earneſtly calling for a reinforcement and 


* This letter being taken into conſideration. 


ved, That the Governor of Connecticut be 
requeſted immediately to ſend a ſtrong reinforce 
ment to the Garriſons of Crown- Point and Ticon- 

deroga, and that ſo many of the cannon and other 

ſtores be retained as may be neceſſary for the imme- 
diate defence of thoſe poſts, until further order from 

A Con Seis, and Fant the 8 Convention of . 
2" e N 9 . 


1 


” : . 7 - . 


6 | 1 
New-York be OPT OA + PP relive: a0 deſred 4: 
0 furniſh choſe troops with proviſions and neceflary | 
 Kores, anck to take effectuaf care that a ſuffigient |! 
des of. batteaus be immediately provided. for. =. 
es NT. 
Oratred: That the above reſylve be i imm ediately 5 7 q 
_ tranſmitted in a letter by. the pteſident to Gdyernot-. | 
, Trumbull and the en ar New-York... 9 
_ Ordered, That the Preſident in his letter {cquaint- „ 
Governor. Trumbull that it is the deſire af the Con- — 
greſs that he ſhould appoint a perſon, in whom: he 
can .confide, to command the forcesat F „ 
and Ticonderaga. e 
— _ Adjourned till to· morrow avs: 0 clock, 
| Thurſday, June 1, 177 
The Congteis met according to . A 
The Committee appointed ta confider ways and 
means to ſupply theſe Cplanies with ammunition and- 
| military ſtores, brought in their report, which was . 
tead and referred to the Committee of the whole. 
Upon mation, Reſolved, That it be recommended . 
to the Goyernment of Connecticut, or the General 
A the forces of that Colony, to appoint commiſſaties 
to receive at Albany and forward: the ſupplies of 
proviſions, for the forces on Lake. Champlain, from 
the Provincial Convention of New-York, and that - 
the fait con vention uſe their utmoſt endeavours in 4 
facilitating and aiding- the tranſportation. thereof 1 Mt 
from thence to where the ſaick ni may | 
Wreck, 1 nn 
As this Congreſs has. nothing” more in view than... 6 pf 
'F the defence of theſe colonies. -* © © . <3 
3 "Es, Tut no rp: or incurſion bught. =}: 
. 


2 ix 


1 
. 
— 


* 


. (G6) 
I to be undertaken or made, by any colony or . 
1 colopiſts againſt or into Canada; and that this re- 
ſolpe be immediately tranſmitted to the commander 
Fe of the forces at Ticenderoga. 
| "Ordered, That the above reſolve be ee into 
he French language and tranſmitted, witha es to. 
ie inhabitants of Canada. 
ee That the Preſident ann a copy. of 
| the above to, e and the other Calonies hare 
gering on Canada. 
A Petition from the POE repreſenting tho 

? Peoples in that ER of Auguſta county, in the colo- 

- . ny of Virginla, on the welt fide of the Allegheny 
- Mountain, x was laid before the Congreks and read, 
intimating « fears of a rupture with the Indians on 

account of Lord Dunmore's conduct, and deſiring 
1 Commitho oners from the colony of Virginia and 
| { of Pennſylvania, to attend a meeting of the 


dians at Pittſburg, on behalf of theſe colonies.” 
Ordered, That the above be referred. to the Dele- 
Sales of the colonies of Virginia and Pennſylvania. 
The Congreſs then, agree able to the order of the 
Jay, reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole, 
80 take into conſideration the ſtate of America, and 
after ſome time ſpent bern. the Preſident re 
amed' the chair, and Mr. Ward reported from the 
SOD Fr that they h taken 6 matters, aa 


12 again. 
Neal ved, That this Ea A to-morrow. again. 
5 reſolve itſelf into a committe of the whole, to take 
| Ms their farther conſideration the ſtate of America. 
Ad * til-tomotrow at 9 o'clock. * 


—ͤ—ä— —ð3“ U—— a————ñũö @ — . — oe 
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. Friday, —— . 2 8. rt TY 
70 be Con greſs met according to adjout ament. 


The ne laid before the Congre is a letter 
from the Provincial Convention of Me. ſſachulſetts- : 


Bay, dated May 16, which was read, ſetting forth 
the difficulties. they labour under for: want of a 


other colonies are now compelled to raiſe an army 
to defend themſelves from the butcherias and de- 
vaſtations of their implacable enemies, which cen- 
ders it {till more neceſſary to have a regular eſta- 
bliſhed; government, requeſting the Congreſs to fa- 
vour them with explicit advice reſpecting the 
taking up and exerciſing the powers of civil go- 
verament, and declaring the it readineſs te) ſub- 
mit to ſuch a general plan as the Congreſs may di- 
rect for the Colonies, or make it their gre at ſtudy 
to eſtabliſh ſuch; a; form of government there, as 
ſhall not only promote their advantage, but the 
union and intereſt of all America. 
Order ed. To lie on the table: for farther con- 
$deration, ny: +949] 71 
Doctor Reviamia Church being directed by the 
Convention of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, to 'conifer. with 
the Congreſs reſpecting ſuch other matters, as may 
be nece ſſary to the defence of that colony and 
tieularly the ſtate of the army therein 
q . That he be introduced. 
After be withdrew, an expreſs artiviog 3 dit. 
Fer from Maſſachuſetts-Bay, the Preſident laid 
the Congreſs ray wt the Conventions of 
that colony and New-Hampſhire,, alſo. from Go- 
vernor . ene were 9 
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tegular form of government, and as they add the 
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686) 
pon motion, Reſolved; That. no- bill of 3 | 
| dravphit or order from any officer in the army or 
navy, their agents or contractors, be received, ne- 
gociated, or any money ſupplied tor _ by ay: 
Prin in Amerioa. A 
That no proviſions or neceſſaries of any kiod be 


5 furniſted or ſupplied. to or for the uſe of x ch Britiſh, 
amp or navy, in the colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay; 
That: no veſſel employed in tranſporting Britiſh. 
troops to America, or from one part of. North- 


America to another, or warlike ſtores or proviſions 


for ſaid troops be freighted or. furniſhed-with pro-. 


viſions or any nne until further orders from, 


"this Congreſs: 


Ordered, That the above re lolxes be immediately, 
publiſhed. h 


-Thworderiof the dey being pallpomedg tha Cue 


=8 groſs agjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock.. 


Saturday, June 3, 1775» 
Met according io adjournm ent. 
A letter from the Convention of New-York; Wo, | 


2 — 5 with ſundry letters and papers encloſed, fronr. 
Albany; were laid before the Congreſs and read. 


Or dered, To lie on the table. * 
The letter from the Convention of Maſſachuſetts, 


| "iowa the. 16th May, being again read. 


Reſolved, That 4 Committes af five perſons be- 


choſen to conſider the ſame, and report what in 


their opinion is the- po advice. to be given: W; 
ans. TEAS 


The following perſons were choſen by ballot, to; 


| compoſe that Committee, viz. Mr. J. Rutledge, 
| Mr. = JR, Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. Lee. 


Recke. 


to bring/in the draught of a letter to the inhabi- 
tants of Jamaica. 


be raiſed 


605 
Reſolved, That „ of ive be appointed, 
to draught a petition to the King. - 5 

That another Committee of three be appointed | {|} 
to prepare fan addreſs to the inhabitants of mart | | 
Britain, 5 

That 05055 Committee of four be appointed te 
prepare an addreſs. to the people of Ireland. | 

That another Committee of three be appointed 


That another Committee of five be ——_ 
to bring in an eſtimate of the money neceſſary. to 


The Congreſs then proceeded to chuſe by ballot- 
the ſeveral Committees, when Mr. Dictinſon, Mr. 
1 5 Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Jay, and Mr. F rank 3 
lin, were elected to compoſe the firſt; Mr. Ler, 
Mr. R. R. Living ſtan, and Mr. Pendleton, for te | 
ſecond; Mr. Duane, My. M. Livin o/ton, 'Mr. S. 
4a: and Mr. 'F Adams, for the "third ; . 
Hooper, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. Lynch, for the fourth ; 
and Mr. Wafhington, Mr. Schuyler, Mr. Deane, Mr. 
Cuſhing, and My. Heres, for the fifth. : : 

Adjourned till Monday at 9 o'clock, 

On Monday and Tueſday the Congreſs met and 
adjourned; to give the Committees time to bring 
in their re 

e Wedneſday, June 75 177 5. 

The Congreſs met according to adjournment. - 
The Committee appointed to make an eſtimate 
of the money neceſſary to be raiſed brought in their 
report, which was read and . to o the Com- 
raittee of the A l 
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Thon motion, - PRO, That Thurſday, the zcth 
of July next, be obſerved throughout the Twelve 
United Colonies, as a day of humilation, faſting and 

and that Mr. Hooper, Mr. J. Adams, and ' 
Mr. Paine, * a Committee to ding in a reſolve 
for that Bot 
The 8 appointed to pepabe advke in 


baer to the letter from the e of Maſ- 
fachufetts-Bay, brought in their report, which was 


read and ordered to lie on the table for confidera« 
tion. ' 
| Agrecableto the order of the day, the cn 


reſolved themſelves into a committee of the whole, 


do take into their farther conſideration the ſtate of 


America; after ſome time ſpent thereon, the Pre- 


| fident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported. 
that the Committee had eded in the buſineſs 
referred to them, but not having come to a conclu- 


fion, defired him to move for leave to fit again. 
| Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow: again 


| refolow themſelves into a committee of the whole, 


to take into their farther conſideration the ſtate of 
America. And that this be a fanding order till the 


buſineſs is compleated. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 TY 
Thurſday, June 8, 1775. 
Met according to eee 
The Congreſs being informed that a ' Major 
Skene, with ſome other officers, who arrived laſt 


evening in a veſſel from London, were, with their 


pers in the cuſtody of the troops of this city ; that 
the ſaid Skeene has lately been appointed Governor 
of the forts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point; that 


7 
KI K the officers Gch ind z a 4 lieutenant in te 
 Tegulars no- im the province of Quebec; and more- 
over, that the ſaid Skene had declared, that he 2 
Has authority to raiſe a regiment in America; fem [ 
all this; apprehending that the ſaid Skene is a dan- 
gerous partizan of 'adminiſtration;” and that his pa- 
"pers may contain intelligence 'of miniſterial deſigns 
; againſt America, very important to be known. 
Bo Neſol ved. That à committee be appointed to ex- D 
Amine the papers of the laid N and e ee 
in their preſence. e 
That the brkiſhttee conſiſt of Mr. 7. Aue, 
MM.. Deane, and Mr. Min. e SUR 
That the ſaid committee be upon bender toc con- 
I -ceal whatevet of a private nature may come to 
q their knowledge by ſuch examination; and that 
they communicate to this Congreſs what they ſhall 
diſcover relative to the ee diſpute enen 
Great-Britain' and Anno e eee ti 
The remaider of the day being ſ in a com- 3 
mitte of the whole on the ſtate of America, the —— 
n adjourned till to- moraom at Y MY 
20 Friday,” June 9, 19775, 1001 
Miet according to adjourntnent, 
The report of the committee on the letter from 
the convention of » Mafſachufetts=Bay: being again 
read, the Feen came to _—_ re o. relolu. 
tion: 5 1 I; 11 57248 
* *:Rofolved; That no ace being due to de — mb 
act of parliament for altering the charter of the 9 
-eolony of Maffachuſetts- Bay, nor to a Governor or 1 
Lieutenant Governor, Who will not obſerve the _ 
"GI of; 5 e ſabyert dur 1 „ 
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colony ate to be conſidered as abſent, and their offi- 
ces vacant; and as there is no Council there, and 
the inconvenſencies ariſing from the ſuſpenſion of 

powers of — are intolerable, eſpeci- 
y at à time when General Gage hath actually 
levied war; and is carrying on hoſtilities againſt his 
Majeſty's peaccable and loyal ſubjects of that co- 
lony; ay ww an ates conform as near as may be 
to the ſpirit and ſubſtance of the_chacter, it be re- 
commemded to: the Provincial} Convention to 

write letters to the inhabitants of the ſeveral 
places; which are intituled- to ; repreſentation in 
| Eembly, - requeſting them to chuſe ſuch repreſen- 
tati ves, . that the Aſſembly, when choſen, do 
| 1 Councellors; and chat ſuch Aſſembiy or 

Council xerciſe the. powers of government, until 
"& Governor of his Majeſty appointment will con- 
-__ Zorg he colony according to its charter, 

hat: the Preſident tranſmit a, copy of 
the abbve 8 the Convention of Maſſachuſetts- Bay. 
e till to- morrow at'g O clock. 
en Saturday June 10, 1776 
e N Pet Accor ding to adjournment; 7 3 
ER letters from Maſſachuſetts- Bay, Tican- 
| om Crown-Polnt, &c. being laid before the 
Congreſs, were read, and the ſame being taken 
into confideratibn;” the Congreſs arme to * fol- 
an eee, 
Nefalud, That it be fecommend>4 x0 ihe ſeye- 
1 towns ant diſtricts in the colonies of Maſſachu- 
. ſetts:Bay, || New-Hampſhire, Rhode-Iſland, and 
- Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York 


and 


388... 
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73 
all the falt⸗petre and brimſtone in their ſeveral 


_ towns and diſtricts, and tranſmit the ſame, 2 
all poſſible N 0. the Tae nth 


at: ew-York..- ; 


That it be recommended to the Provincial Cave. | 


vention of the*eolony of New-York, to have the. 
183818 in that colony put into ſuch a condi- 
on, as immediately to eee pawider, 
for the ute ot the continent, whatever: ohajeninls 
may be procured in the mauner. above directed. 
That it be recommended to the Committees of 
the weſtern divifion of News Jer ſey, and of the 


colonies of Pennſylvania, Lower counties on .Nele-. 
ware and- Maryland, that they, without delay, 
collect the ane, and ſulphur in their reſpeftive- 
colonies, and tranſmit the ſame to the Committee 
for the city and liberties of Philadelphia, to the 


end that thoſe articles may be immediately manu- 
factured into gyn-powder. tor the vis of the. conti. 


—_—_ 
That it · be recommended to be ada 


Committees of the colonies of Virginia, North- 


Carolina and South-Carolina, that they, without 
delay, collect the falt-petce and ſalphur in their r- 


ſpective colonies, and procure thaſe articles to be 


manufactured due gun fred lap! the. uſe. of, the 


ee 


That it be recopumendedi: to che ſeveral tdi... 3 


tants of the united colonies, Wh are poſſeſſed af 


ſalt- petre and ſulphur for their . uſt, to diſpoſe 


of them for Pn. e 2 eee 2 
me.” 0 95 


4 — » 
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That the ſalt-petre- and Jalp bur collected i in ooh 

ſequence of the above 8 of. Gop gels, be paich 

for out of the cont inen tal ſubd. 2 15 

That Mr. Paine, Mr. Lee, Mr. e Mr. 
Schuyler, and Mr, Jobnſon, be a Committee to de- 
viſe ways and means to. introduee che pagufaciure 
of falt-petre in theſe colonies. 

The Committee for examining nne Skene's, 
letters, &. having communicated to Congreſs, What 
' they. found relative to the Allpate hegween: Greakr 
| Britain and theſe colonies. 

pon motion, | Reſolued, That even dor Philip. 
Skens, - Lieutenant Patrick Montcrieff, and Mr. 
Lundy; be releaſed from their preſent con fiaement, 
and permitted to go at large any Where wit hin eight 
miles of the city between Delaware and Schuyl-, 
kil, on their parale of honour not to pals, thoſe 
limits, and that they will hold no correſ daes 
hr age any perſon whatipever, 100, any political, {ub-. 

e ” 

+ "That Mr Gadſden be added: = the Committee for, 
_ examining Governor Skene's papers, and that, the. 
Committee have d i in, charge wo execute. the a4 

| ae ie un 7 ) 

"Adjournediil Monday. at 9 0 clock... 
Monday, June 12, 1775/11 1 5 
: Met according. to . 

The Committee appointed io prepare a reſolntion. 
fork Faſt, brought in a port, which being auch 
was agreed to as follows: | 

As the great Governor: of the. Hd es Hin ae 

5 preme and univerſal Providence, not only conducts 

che. courſe * nature with, — wiſdom and 


W . 


1 rec- 


\ 
f 


et r | bn 7 ( 5 oe Ai 
Albude, but Fequently' in cy AE of 
neh to ſerve the wiſe. and gracious purpoſes, of. his; 
providential government; and it being at all times, 
our indiſpenſible duty ta acknowledge bis ſuperin- 
tending Frovidence, eſpecially in times, of impend- 
ing danger and public calamity,” to 7 - 4 
and adore his immutable, juſtice, as well as to, | 
implore his merciful interpoſſtion for. gur delive- 
Taänce. a at 3 Sev S959 ennie & 
This Congreſs, therefore, conſidering the pre- 
ſent critical, alarming, and calam itous ſtate. of theſe 
colonies, do catneſtly recommend | that Thurſday, 
the 20th day of Jaly next, be obſerved by the in- 
habitants of all the Engliſh colonies on this conti 
nent, as à day of puhlick bumiliation, faſting and 
prayer; that we, may, with, united hearts and voices, 
unfeignedly confeſs and deplote our many fins; 
and offer up our joint ſupplications to the all- wiſe, 
omnipotent and merciful diſpoſer of all events, 
humbly beſeeching him to forgive our iniquities, 10 
remove qur preſent calamaties, to avert thole deſo- 
Hing judgments, with Which we are threatened, 
| and to bleis our rightful Sovereign King George 
the Third, and inſpire him with wüdom to dis- 
cern and put ſue the true intereſts, of his ſubjects, | 
that a ſpeedy end may be put to the civil diſcord 
between Great-Britain and Bo American Colonies, 
: without. further effuſion of blood: And that the 
Britiſh nation may be influenced g regard te things 
that belong io. ber peace, before they, are hid from her 
eyes. That, theſe colonies may ever be under the 
care and protection of a kiad Providence, and he 
Proſpered in all their intereſts: That the divine 
FFF blefling 


1 
* 
9 
5 
* ed 

+S; 
7 | 
: 

l 


* 


mittee of the whole, to phat into conſideration . 


bleſſing may OD and od upon all our civil 
rulers, and upon the repreſentatives of the people 
in their ſeveral Aſſemblies and Conventions, that 
2 2275 ' be directed to wiſe and effectual meaſures, 
be Po Now ſecuring the Juſt rights and pri- 

0 . colonies: That virtue and true re- 
Ugion may revive and flouriſh. throughout our 
land: And that all America may ſoon. behold a 
ious interpoſition of Heaven for the redreſs of 


ed rights, a reconciliation with. the t ſtate, on. 
terms conſtitutional and honourable to both : And 


that her civil and reli iples ma be ſecur- 
ed to che lateſt . 4a 3 y 


And it is recommended to Chriſtians. of all . i 
minations to aſſemble for public worſhip, and to. 


abſtain from. ſervile labour and recreation on ſaid: 


Gy. 
"Ordered, That =. copy. of the above he ſigned. 
0 by the Preſident, and atteſted by the Secretary, and. 


publiſhed in the news-pape pers, and in hand- ills. 
The Congreſs then refolved itſelf into a 


ways and means of ra money, having ſpeiit- 
thereon. the mon os o* the 25 2 the 5 25 
PO ad} ned till Wedneſday at 9 0 i 
edneſday, June 14, 1775 
tas Met according to adjournment... Is. 
| TOES + to the ſtanding order of-the "oY the 
Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
Whole, to take into. conſideration the. late of Ame 
rica, and aftet ſome time ſpent thereon, the Preſi- 
E dent e N chair, and * * ard i gen 


r many grievances, the reſtoration of. her invad=. 


Nr 


: that ha nice e come to certain eee 
Which he was ordered. to report, but not having 
come to a concluſion, they deſired him to move * 
leave to fit again. 
The reſolutions. being rel were agreed. to s 
1 8 
FNeſalved, That fix comp anies of expert TI | 
ba immediately raiſed in ennſyvania, two in Ma- 
ryland, and two in Virginia; that each company 
conſiſt of a Captain, three Lieutenants, four Ser- 
jeants, four Carporals, a N or Trumpeter, 
and ſixtygeight privates. 

That each company, as ſoon as compleated, march 
and j join the army near Boſton, to be there 14 . | 
ed as Light Infantry, under the command of tl 
chief officer in that army. 

That the pay of the officers: and. 3 be as 
follows, viz. a Captain twenty dollars per month; 
2 Lieutenant thirteen * and one - third of a 
dollar per month; a ſerjeant eight dollars per 
month; a corporal ſeven dollars and one-third. of a 

dollar per month; privates ſix dollars and two- 
thirds of a dollar ** month; to 1 their o.] n 
arms and cloaths, 
by bat the en of the eolitment be. is the fol. 


17 - have. this: day. voluntarily 

| eblifled ky as. a ee in the American Continental 
Army for one year, unleſs ' ſeatter difcharged :. And. I 
-& bind myſelf to conform in all .inflances to ſuch rules 
.oud — og 7 or, ſhall..be e for. the 
L of te arm 

cit a Reſolved, That » Go 


— © =p Ire 
W 


> — — 


hat Committee, Ab 


bs 2 to UN. rules and regulations for 

the povernment of the army.” | 
© The following perſons were choſen to coi | 

Mr, Waſhington, Mr. Schu 91 - 

Mr. Deane. Mr. Cuſhing, and Fi; recs. © + IBS 

A Tetter frotn the Convention of New-York, | 

dated. 10th inſtant, reſpecting a veſſel which ſtopped, 


there, on ſufpicion of having on board proviſions 
for the army and navy at Boſton, was read and rel 


"ferred to the Delegares of Maſlachoſerts-Bay, Cor 
e and New Vork. * 
” Refoboed, That this - Congress At W 7 
again refolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole, 


to take ire farther confideration the ways and means 


of faiſing money, and the ſtate of America, This 
"to be a ſtanding order, n oe buſineſs 1 is com- 
HO; ow 
” "Adjoutned tin Wände ar 7 0 ek. 
«04 tn 1 [ Thurſday, June 15, 175. e 
4 0 b. Met according to adjournment. 4 
r Ebniinntee to whom the letter fromthe | 
oOtnyenbien! f New-York Was referred, Drache in 
"their report, Which being rend. | 


_ 1: Refobved" That the thanks of bis Cobgreſb "= 


iyen. to the Convention of New-York, for their 
Vigilanee in the caſe of Captain Coffig g veſſel, and 


; that it be recommended to them that the veſſel be 


unlbaded, and' the cargo ſafely ſtored, until all juſt 
ſuſpicions concerning the Aaken of it well be 
*rempved.” BOYD II, AYE en e en ON. 
Orutrell, That the above be traaſalinad by the 
Prefident, in a letter to the Chairman of the OD 


vention of New-York{* Ek 
2 T47 IIA TTL 2 A nt * A A, p WA . able 


7 we av — 


9 
2 Ae to 4 7 nd reſolved it ſelf 


into a committee of the whole, and after ſome time 


the Preſident re ſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re- 


ported, that the committee had come to ſome far- 
ther reſolutions, Which he was ordered to report. 


The report of the Committee being read and a 


ectifidards bed $621 

Reſolved, That a General * appointed to com- 
command all the Continental Forces, raiſed or to 
be raiſed for the defence of American liberty. 

That five hundred dollars per month be allowed 
ed the pay and expences of the General. | 


The Congreſs then proceeded to the choice of 8 
General by ballot, and (orgs: hes te Eſq; was 


unanimouſly elected. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock, 
Friday, June 16, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Prefident' informed Col. Waſhington that 
the Congreſs had yeſterday unanimouſly made 
choice of him to be General and Commander in 
Chief of the American forces,” and requeſted he 
would accept of that employment; to which Col. 
Waſhington Ranging in his place anſwered: 1 
Mr. Preſident, 
Though I am uu ſenſible of the bigh we 
done me in this appointment, yet, I feel great di- 


freſs from a conſciouſneſs, that my abilities and 


military experience may not be equal to the exten- 
five and important truſt: However, as the Congreſs 
defire it, I will enter upon the momentuous duty, 
and exert every power I pofleſs in their ſervice and 


W | the I” I beg they will 


accept 


A 
:\ ng! 


72. vent 1 thanks for thi auen. 
F teſtimony of their approbation. 
But, leſt ſome ſunlucky(event ſhould happen 
unfavourable to my reputation, I beg it may be re- 
membered by every Gentleman in the room, that 
{+ - 1 this day declare with the utmoſt fincerity, 1 do 
not think myſelt equal to the command I am ho- 
| noured with. 

8 As to pay, Sir, L beg leave to affore the "FG 
, : egreſs. that as no pecuniary conſideration could have 
:_ tempted me to accept this arduous employment, at 
the expence of my domeſtic eaſe and happineſs, I 

dq not wilh to make any profit from it. 1 will keep 
an exact account of my expences Thoſe I doubt 
not they will diſcharge, and that is all I deſire. 

. Rejafved, That a Committee be appointed to 
5 draught a n and inſtructions tor the Ge- 

neral. 87 
5 be perſons chaſer. to compoſe. the. Comnlites 
were Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. J. Adams. 

l be papers tranſmitted fiom the Convention WP 
New-York being read. B& 

. | Reſolved, That the Po be. ered to a | Come i, 
mittce of five, and that they report what ſteps, in 
their opinion, are necef{:ry 4 be taken for ſecuring || | 

{ 
| 


4s * 1 4 ; 
Jy Fa 9 
74 a, 
— 7 


„ 


and preſerving the friendſhip of the Indian nations. 
} The following perſons choſen for this Committee, 
pi. Mr. Schuyler, ' Mr. Henry, Mr. Duane, Mr. 
Willſon, and Mr. P. Livin gon. 
I be Congreſs then A med the ene f 
the report from the Committee of the whole, and 
came to the following reſolutions. 


Reſalved, That two Major-Generals be zoted 
for n American army, . e 


"A 


3 ; 
That the pay of each Major-General be one - 
hundred and lixty- fx dollars per month. = 
That — of theſe act in a ſeparate ee 
ment, he be allowed for his pay and — res 
hundred and thirty-two dollars per month. | 
That there be eight Brigadiers-General, + 
That the pay of each of the Brigadiers-General 
de one one hundred and rn . 
F -m rebnd 03-07 vor, 7 
That there be one Adjutant-Generat - | 
That — be one bundted and twenty-five 
That this * one Commilhiry-General leres 
and prov ions. © 
That his pay be. eighty dollars per . bg 
That N be one Quat ter · Maſter-· General for 
the grand afny, and one 5 under him for” 
che leparate army: = 
That the pay of tlie Quart: Maſtet.Generdl ba... 
eighty dollars per month; THE. that. of. the. depury 
forty dollars per month 


VT 


That there be one iy. laber Geperd, ande 


: 
. 
; 
F 
I deputy under him for the arty in a ſeparate 9. xi 
1 ment; that the pay for the Fay: N Maſter-General 
5 | himſelt-be one hundred dollars per month, and for 
the deputy x Maſter, nager; him, fg foſters per 
” | month. 

That here be one. chief Engineer: at: the grard 
| army, and thit his pay be lixty dollars per month. 
That two aſſiſtants be employed under him, and 


18 
ed 8 , r 
a 1885 ' d. 


wt | = . 
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& ** 6 * 
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oy - * 
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* 


that the, Bay * tet hows? he, un Ar pes | 


_ eats. bt * 
* 


each twenty: dollars 5 


being read by paragraphs and . was . 
Jo as follows: | "I | 


__ 


— 


TN '$2 ) 
* That tices be one Chief Rainer fer tht nj in 
a ſeparate departinegt, and zwo afſiſtants under 
him; that the pay of the chief Engineer be ſixty 
dollars per month, and the . o Ar e 


y fe None 111 
FT $ 4 . op 


That there * three Aids de Give 0 . 


wy pay be thirty-three; dollars per month each. 


That there be a Secretary to the General 1 and 
that his pay be ſixty -f dollars per month - 
That there be a Sectetary to the — - 


aQing i in a ſeparate department; and _ His = 
de thirty-three dollars, per month. a 


That there be a Commiſlzry of the Nabe, Pr 
a letter from the Convention. of New-York; = 
end by expreſs, was laid before the Congreſs and 
zead,” and the fame being taken into conſideration, 

Neſalved, That the Provincial Convention of 


New York de defired immediately to apply to Go- 
vernot Trumbull to order the Connecticut troops 


now ſtationed at Greenwich, Stanford, and parts 


e to march towards New-York. 1 1 0 
Adjourned all to-morrow at deck. ook 
pe 

Met according, to ddjournnitat, _— 9 

The: Committee appointed to An a . 
miſſion to the General, reported the fame; which 


— — —— — 


% LY 
* 


* Ch. . 
Sale a SY ide... tte 


OA” Ha 
eng. CONGRESS... 
The Delegates of the we” ted = of Nat 

Hire, Mo achuſett "Bay, Rhbde-I/land, 8 
: 0" (aps — New. Jenſey, "Pen Pbonia. the 

counties of Netneaftle Kent and Su ex oh Dilewore,” 

Maryland, Vi fs 5 pw North 0, ad "Stith= 
| Corolitia,” ® 'q I 
nk GEORGE n Pune. 2 
"We rep pg efpecial truſt and vor filenice % your pu 


„ 


trioliſn, valour; conduct und delicꝭ . ub by the pre 1 


yu Sg ani Kassa, 
— 2 um tell colonies, and of all the 


conſtitute and appoint 
#n Chief, of 2 25 
forces no ꝛc . or 
others, who ſhall voluntarily offer 2 fervice ardjoin 
the faid army for the defence of American Iberty, ant 
for repelling every boſtile invaſion thereof : And your are 

vefed with ful poer and dirty to aft 4 
you all think for the good and "ve Hare" of the ſeroite.” 


"And we do hereby flriftly charge and require all of- 
og and ſoldiers under your command, to be obedient” 
ur orders; a ee in the exerciſe of t their be- ky” 


fe. N V4.4 K „ine * 4% 
alſo join ani rept you, to de careful 
in 2 the great truſt repoſed in you, by caiifing 


 frrift diſcipline and order to ＋ obſerved in ihe army, 
and that the ſoldiers be duly exerciſed! and Fiala with 


alt convenient neeefaries, 
Ai you are to regulate tay unlas; in theory e- 


„ wid" diſcipline of "bar (as brreavith” 
given to you,) and punddially ro obſes r and follrfath 


orders and diretfions from time to time-ds you all re- 


ceive from this or & future Con grefo of 22 united * 


lonies or inn onthe 1 N Nen, ar C1 | fit 


9 — — 2 — [ 5 
| 4 + KLE Lad a Saks 1 gu Ty fi WL * 


— 


be raiſed by thei" and of all 


684 5 
. ah fo 4. in force, antil revoked „ 
this ar a alen Congreſs, * A 6k 

\ "bor order eee, 

" Ordered, That the lame be fauly tranſeribed, fign- 4 
ed by the Preſi dent, . atteſted by. the ann. and 
Fs to the Gengrsl. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, Win the Delegates of al : 
made colonies from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, in Con- 
greſs aſſembled. have unanimouſly. choſen George 
Waſhington, Eiquice, to be General and command-re, 
in chief of loch torces as are or ſhall be raiſed fac, 
the maintenance and. preſervation of American liber- 
ty; this Congrets doth now decl- re, that they will 


maintain and aſſiſt, and adhere to him hs faidh,, 


: George e with their lines and became en 
T 1C cauſe. *B{ AS: wy} ARR > 


. The Congreſsthep proceeded to the choice elbe 
officers. i in the army by ballo t. 


Artemus La Eigure, Was cholen Gul Mage” 


Gener ak. \; BE 8 SN A . 
Horatio Gates, Egquire, Adjutant Firms te 4 


2 


Adjutant n bans 0 rank ok. Brigadier 
Ger ee eee 


Arts Les, 8 ſecond Major General. 


Dr Faint till Monday 9 o'clock. -.. 


Monday, June 19, 17: * 
- The Preſident; laid before the. ngrefs 2 
letters he had received from 8 1 
New- Vork, which were read. 
Ordered, That Mr. Henry, Mr. Lynch, Mr. * 4. : 


Adams, be a Committee to Wait upon General Le, 


audi to inform him of his Nr and — 


Reſolved, That Horatio Gates, Eiquire, — 0 


* 


. 
, 
5 
| 
\ 


6 5 5 
- The committee N ard r 


ted, that they 


had waited on General Lee, . lafornied/bim c 
his appointment” and that Re- gave for anſwer : 
„ Phat he had the higheſt ſenſe of the honour con- 
_ **\ ferred upon him by the Congreſs; that no effort 
« in his power ſhall be wanting to ſerve the cauſe.” 


The letters from Maſſachuſet's· Bay being taken 


into conſideration, the Congreis en the lol. 
lowing reſolve; 


That the Governor of Galt ba requeſted ed 
to dire all the forces raiſed in that colony, not 
employed at Ticonderoga and Crown- Point, or re- 
commended by this Congreſs, to be marched to- 


wards New Vork, to be immediatety ſent to join 


the combined army before Boſton : And it is earneſt= | 
ly recommended to the Colony of Rhode-Iſland, 
and to the provincial convention ofNew- Hampſhire, 


to ſend immediately to the amy before Bofton ſach 
of the forces as are already embodied towards their 


quotas of the troops agreed to be male by the 


New-England colonies. » - + 


| Reſolved, That Mr, Lee Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. 7 
Adams; be a committee to prepare the form of a 
commithon for the Major Generals, alſo for the 
Brigadier Generals, and other officers in the "tg 

Reſolved. That there be four Major Generals. 
The Congreſs then proceeded to — the two 
remaining Major Generals, when Pbilip Schuyler, 
Efq ; was choſen third Major General, and /jrael 
Putnam, Eſq ; was png green d fourth Ma- 
Jor General. * 

The committee Seines to prepere the Get 
of a commiſſion: for tne Major and Brigadier Gene - 
rals l the ſame, which being agreed, 


— — — 


* 


FW) 
. > Ordertd, That a copy ated 
by the Preſident, and Lade by the Secretary, for 
each ol the Major Generals ag Brigadier Generals! 
_ . Qrdered, That the | Secretary get a number of 
: Wee ue, van, paper: tory” We tor- e 
_— officers. - 


be committee appoin inted * — * 
= King, — a draught of one, —— was 
1 a eee 


Adcurned till to-morrow 9 clock. * 
Tuesday. June 20, 17. hens 

; Met according to adjournment. ene 

— "The committee appointed to pte pate — 
to the General d the are, in ee 

and debated; were agreed to. 15 
85 Adjourned til} to-morrow at 9 oclock.» 


a = Weddeſday, June 21, 7%. NA 
"A Met according to adjournment. ; Det iy 
Mr. Thomas Fe felon, appeared as a Delegate 


dm the colony of Virginia, and produced his cte- 
degntials which were road — and * 
* An 5 
At a Convention of ths D for the: coun. 
855 and corporations in the colony of Virginia, at 
the town of Richmond, in the _ of en 
on Monday 29th March, 1776. 
On 4 — made, Reſolveg, That * Jefer- 


1 Eſq; be op a Deputy to repreſent this 
olony in 


general "Congreſs, in the m of the 
| Hanourable Peyton Eſq; eee the 

ee of the ſaid Peyton Randolph, Eſq. 
4˙ John Tazewell, Curt of Convention, - 
| 48 Geben Aſſembly, — and held at the 


7 751200 ee Capitol, 


n 


| Lord George the third, 2 grace . 7 


a 1 J 
nt thei pay be thirty-thres dol IS 4 mon 


Ky ad” EW til e at 9 ede. 
| ae wt 5 yi, "Thurſday, Jupe 22, 1775. *. FA ai 


ban? "YAY * , - \ - "5 
N * . - ö 1 1 
. 0 1 . = K 9 . 7 * 
Th 10 « , 
\ oF ] 
” 
I % 
4 11 
* 
Ll 
8 ; 


i. 2. 
Sole" in 8 of Williamſburg, on „ Tha ay; 
xt June, in the fifteenth year of the reign, of dur 


Great. Britain, &c 778 

Monday, . $ [Ys G, III. 177.6. J 
Reſolved, NV. 0 D. That this houſe doth inticely 
approve of the proceedings and reſolutions of the 
Convention of Delegates for the counties add cor- 
porations in the colony of Virginia, held at Rich- 


mond town, in the county of Henrico, the 2oth 


of March, 1775; and that it be recommended to 
all the good pecple of this colony r to conform 
to, and obſerve the ſame. 
By the: Houſe of. Bur en 
| PEYTON RANDOLPH, Speaker. 
Mr. Henry informed the Congreſs, that the G& 
neral had put into his hand ſundry: queries, ta 
cn he delt red the. Congeels would: Se an an- 
Ne e 
The queries being Lats und 1 411561} 491% 
N 3 That a Comminee of five be appointed 
epare proper anſwers. AT. NN 
he. perions choſen were, Mc: Dean. Mr. Hwy 
95 J Rutledge, Mr. 8 
On a motion made, Reſolved, That the Sec be 
allowed three Aids de Camp. bigs. 
"That each of the Majot-Generals have two. Aida 


5 


4 4 TY 1 80 


17 2 


Met according to adjournment, 


©... 


Adams, and Mi. Ken : 


85 65 88 8 
e Committee appointed to prepare anſwers to 
1 General S A 3 the ſame which 
were ted. 
_ / The Congrels then came to thefollowing reſo. 
- Autions: © 
7 Reſolved, That the bates of Brigadier-Generals 
| be augmented” to eight; and the lame 327 of choſen 
„ _ by ballot as follows: A 
Setb Pomeroy, Eſq ; firſt Brigadier General. 
* 1 nne Eſq ; ſecond ditto, | td 
avid Worſter, Eſq ; third ditto, Ca : 
. - William Heath, Eſq ; fourth ditto, © na big 
Joſepb Spencer, Elq ; fifth ditto, 
WEE Thomas, 200 e my 
| Juobn Sulu van, Eiꝗ; ſeventh ditto. . Shy 
Matbaniel Green, Elq ; eighth dito 
; | Reſolved, That the troops, including volunteers, be 
furniſhed with Camp equipage and blankets where 
neceſſary, at the Continental expence. ; 
Refotved, That the officers, now in the army re- 
ceive their new commiſſions 2 the hands of 
the General. 
Refobved, Thata ſum techs tes millions 
of Spaniſh milled dollars be emitted. by the Con- 
eſs in bills of credit, for the defence of America. 
Neſolved, That the twelve confederated' colonies 
Nec pledged for the redemption of the bills of credit 
now directed to be emitted. 
82 motion made, Reſolved, That the colony of 
- Pennſylvania rajſe two more companies of riflemen, ( 
and that theſe, with the ſix before ordered to. be by || 1 
them raiſed, making eight companies, be formed ! 
into a as” 70 be commanded * ſuch field 1 
W ea ah Officers 


# 


* 
. 


— 


( 4 8 ; } : 
* = 
d 9 ane 7 


Officers, Captains and Lieutenants as ſhall be e. 
commended by the aſſembly or Convention of. 10 5 


W 
A Adjourned till to-morrow 9. o'elock... 


Tueſday, June 23, 1775: wp ” 


9 2 1 


Met according to adjiournmeut. 

& letter ſrom Crown-Point, dated Jude 10, wats 
hid before tlie Congreſs and rcad.. Information 
being given, that two officers who brought the let- 
ter were at the door, and had. ſome things of im- 
portance to communicate. 

Ordered, That they be introduced, and they were 
idtroduced, After they withdrew, the . Congrels, 
came to the following reſolutions, viz, 

Reſokved, That it be recommended to.the officer. 
commanding in the New-York department, to- 
procure, as ſoen as poſſible, a lit of the men em- 
— in taking and gatriſoning Ctown- Point and 

iconderoga, and keeping poſſeſſion of the lakes, 


and alſo of their diſburſements, in ordet that they 


oy be paid. 2 


© Reſolved, That their pay be the ſame a5 that of 8 
the officers and privates in the American army; 


the higheſt of the officers not to exceed that of a 

Captain, and that the pay commence tlie third der | 

of May laft and continue till they are diſcharged... 
Reſebved, That it be recommended to the Con- 8 


vention of New-York, that they, conſulting wit 
General. Schuy ler, employ in the army to be e 8 


for the defence of America, thoſe called Green 
Mountain-Boys, under - ſuch. officers as. tbe ſaid 
Green Mougtaio-Boys ſhall chaſe. 

On a motion made, Reſolved, That a Committee 
af five. be choſen to draw up a -degration. to ba. 


(2p | | 
publiſhed by and Walkington, upon his arrival, 


. Cam before. Boſton, 


The Cochiiidee choſen are, . 5 7. Rutledge, | 
Mr. Milliam Living ſtan, Mr. Franklin, Ar. Jay, 


and Mr. Job, ſon. 

Agrecable to order, ws Congreſs reſolved itſelf 

into a Committee of the whole, to take into further 
fderation the ſtate of America, and after lome 

time ſpent there in, the Prefident reſumed the chair, 


and Mr. Ward reported certain reſolutions come 


into by them, and that not having yet finiſhed, they 
deficed leave to fit again. 


©- The ceport of the Committee being read, was 


agreed to as follows : _. 
_ Reſolved, That the number and denomination of 
t F bills to be emitted be as follows: 
1 49,000 Bilis. of 8 Dollars each, 392, oo 
49, o00 do. of 7 Dollars each, 343,000 
| 49,200 do. © G Dollars. each, 294,000 
. 49,000 do. of 5 Dollars. each,  - 245,000. 


| 49,000 do. of 4 Dollars tack, 196,00 


. 49000 do. of 3 Dollars each. 14%, oo 
49,000 do. of 2 Dollars each, 98,000. 
29,000 do. of 1 Dollar each, 49,0 
1 A 11, 800 do. of 20 Dale each, "236, o 


1 e 800 Kath ©... 4. $,000,000 
Fas, Mt That the form of the bills be as * 


CONTINENTAL. EPEELADE, 
| Dol LARS. 

T pl 1 S Bill entitle the bearer iu receive ._ © 

. Spaniſh milled Dollars, or the 

4 Lale theraf i in gull or Fn a according ſe the 


— r 


morn. rus 4 


' my A — a 


* 


e of this „ net, bats as Philedoplio, 
en the 10th day of May, 4. D. 11775, { 
\ Rejohved, That Ir J. Adams, Mr. 7, Rutledge, | 
r. Duane, Dr. Franklin, and Mr, on, A 
e. to get proper plates cograved, to provide 
b 1 er, and to * with Printers to print the above 
ill 


' The ones for a Commitee of the whole re- 
newed, and the Congress ae * to-morrow 


2 o'clock. 


Fu June 24, 3 1 
Met according to adjournment. 

On mation made, Reſolved, That a Committee of 
ſeven. be appointed to deviſe. ways and means to 
put the militia of America in a proper ſtate for the 
* of America. 

I The members choſen are, Mr. Paine, Mr. Hor- 
riſm, Mr. Sherman, Mr. E Pkins, Mr. Floyd, Mr. 
Gadſden, and Mr. Dickinſon _ 

The Committee appointed to tepare a declara- 

J tion to be publithed by General e 
I his arrival at the —_ before Boſton, brought in 
their report, which was tead and debated, and after 
N ſome time elerred for farther <pnhderation. till 


4 OO next. 


11 


— „ 33 - * - — 
WY 4 8 * 
— r - be" 
* „ rr * " Te a 


. 4 Saget till Monday at 90 clock. 83 

þ Ws." Monday, June 26, 1775. 525 

N Ag according to adjournment. . | | 
N up letter from Governor Trumbull was read, ee” | 
Gy ear to the Committee appointed to deviſe wa | 


I and means for introducing the manufacture of ſalt= 
4 re into theſe colonies. -- 

2 The ſtate of North-Carolina — taken into 
4 conſideration, the Congress came to the following 


I reſoh lutions. \ 
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. 
Whereas it is Waren to this Congreks that the 
enemies of the liberties. of America are purſuing mea- 


ſuresto divide the good people of the colony of North. 


Carolina, and to defeat the American Aſſociation. 
Reſalued, That it be recommended to all in that 


colony, who wiſh well to the liberties of America, 


to aſſociate for the defence of American liberty,” 
and to. Se themſelves a5 militia, under proper. 
officers. 

Reſolved, That in caſe the Aſſembly or Conven— 
tion of that colony ſhall think it abfolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the ſupport of the American aſſociation 
and fafety of the colony, to raiſe a body of forces 
not exceeding one thouſand” men, this Congrels. 


will confider them-as an American army, and pro- 


vide for their pax. 
The Congreſs then reſumed the conſidetation of: 
the declaration, and after ſome debate, 


Reſolved, That it be recommitted, and that Mr. 
Dickinton, and Mr. Jcfterſon be added to the Com. 


mittee. 


"Ordered, That the Preſident write to Governor. 
| Trumbull, and inform him, and alſo the Conven- 
tions of New-Hampſhire and Maſſachuſetts- Bay, 
and the government of Rhode-Iſland, that the 


Congreſs have appointed George Waſhington, Eſq;. 


commander in chief of all the forces raiſed. or whe 
_ raiſed for the defence of America. 1 


8 
* 


— — 4 — 


The mee for malen affairs brought in. 
| their report, which was read, _ 


. == 1] © * 9 a On. FRY 4 


* 
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2 
be ſent under a We + > F. dengel, or Middle- 
town, in the county of Hartford, in Connecticut. 
there to be N on his parole, not to go out of 
by ve preſcribed to. hin by Governar Trum- 

* 

Ordered, That the Delegates for. Pennſylvania 
take meaſures. to have the above reſolve carried in- 
to execution. 

A letter from the l of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, received by experts. was laid before the Con- 
grels and read. 

The Congreſs then reſumed the bo of 
the ſtate of affairs in the New-York department, 
and after ſome time ſpent therein, came to certain 
reſolutions, which, were ordered to be immediately 
tranſmitted to General Schuyler for his direction. 

The Committee appointed to draw up anaddreſs 
to the inhabitants of eee en e the 
ſame, which was read. 

Achourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 
WMedneſday, June 28, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 1 * 1 

The Committee appointed to prepare a gene 
of rules and regulations for the government of the 
army, reported the ſame, which was read and taken 
TP "a 4 8 150 And the remainder of 5 day, 

the day following being ſpent ee, n. 

e uli the next day * db Go ? 
„ Friday, June 30% 75. 
- Met according to adjournment. 
A The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration. of - the 


I rules. and, regulations, which deing gone an 
Ii were e as follo F-: en 4. 1 


Whereas his Majeſty' 8 moſt faithful fobjeds i in, 


#1 
i 


N 


U 


eee dangtrous and critical 
. fituation, by the attetnpts of the Britih miniſtry 
do carry into etecution, by force of arms, c 
v uaconſtitutional and oppreſſioe acts of the Britiſh 
Wh _ parliament for laying taxes in America, to enfore 
dhe collection of thofe taxes, and for altering and 
changing the conftitation zn internal police of 
/ - "theſe vt. my in violation of t the natural and civil 
5 | +. ond of the colonies. 

And whereas del nes inks been actually com- 
enced in the province of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, 
by the Britiſh troops, under the command of Gene- 

ral Gage, and the lives of a number of the inhabi- 
tt,nnts of that colony deſtroyed; the town of Buſton 
not only having been long occupied as a garriſoned 
town in an enemy's country, but the inhabitants 
thereof treated with a ſeverity and craelty, not to be 
juſtified even towards declared enemies. 
And whereas large reinforcements have 3 or- 
dered, and are ſoon expected, for the declared pur- 
poſe of compelling theſe colones to ſuhmit to the 
operation of the ſaid acts, which hath rendeced it 
ne and an indiſpenfible duty for the expreſs 
purpoſe of ſecuring and defending theſe colonies, 
and preſerving'them in fifety ag ſt all a 
to carry the ſaid acts into execution; that an arm 
force be raiſed ſufficient t defeat ſuch Koftile de- 
+ figns, and preſerve and defend the lives, liberties, 
and immunities. of the coloniſts; for the due re- 
by”: and well ordering of whict 

Reſolved)” That the folſowing RULES and OR- 

_  DERS be attended to; and obſerved by ſuch forces 
as are, or may pertains be 215 MIR 577 
9 an mee! 1 Ter 


„ 


hs e 1. That wy „e 0 ſhall be re? 
tant and every edc who ſhall ſerve in che 5 
Continental army, mall, at the titne of his = 
tance ot his commiſſion or inliſtment, ſubſeribe theſe No 

rules ard regulations. And that the officers and {ol- 
diers, already of that army, ſhall alſo as ſoon as may 


be ſubſcribe the ſame; from the time of which ſub- 


{cription every officer and foldier ſhall be bound by 
_ thote vewtlattbi But if any of the offices or 
ſoldiers, now of the faid army; do not ſubſcribe 
theſe rules and regulations, then they may be re- 


rained in the army, ſubject to the rules and regula- 


tions under which they entered into the jervice, or 


be diſcharged from the ſervice, at the option of the | 
Commander in Chief. 


A 2. It is carneftly de to all offi 


| Eers and ſoldiers diligently to attend divine ſervices 
and all 'efficers and (oldiers; who thall behave inde- 


cently or irreverently at any place of divine worſhip, 
ſhall, if commiffioned 6fficers, be brought before 4 
Court Martial, there to be publicly and ſeverely re- 
primanded by the prefident; if Hon cbmmiſſioned 
officers ot ſoldiers, every perſon fo offending, ſhall 


for his offence forfeit one fixth of a dollar, to be 


educted out of his next pay; for the ſecond offence, 
he ſhall not only torfeit a like ſam, but be confined 
tweoty-four hours; and tor every like offence, ſhall 
ſuffer and 


gs the TE plied to the uſe of the ſick ſoldiers 
or the troop or o mpany to which the offender be- 
—_ 


AM J. Wbitgeter bon EoitirbMidhice! 0 
or ſoldier ſhall uſe any profane oath or execration, 
Da f 4073 0p N SEN ſhall | 
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2. in like manner, which money ſo for- 
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hall ineur the penalties 5 in the forego- 
ing article; and if a commiſhoned officer be thus 
guilty of profane dur ſing or ſwearing, he ſhall forfeit 

and pay for each and every ſuch offence the ſum of 
four ſhillings, lawful money. 

Ari. 4. Any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall "FILA 
himſelf with . & towards the Ge- 
neral or Generals, or commanders in chief, of the 
Continental Forces, or ſhalbſpeak falſe words, tend 
to his or their hurt, or diſhonor, ſhall be puniſhec 
according to the nature of his offence, by the Ws 
ment of a general court martial. 

G. 5. — officer or ſoldier, who ſhall begin; 
excite, cauſe or join in any mutiny or ſedition, in 46 
_ regiment troop or company to which he belongs, ot 
in any other regiment, troop or company of the 
ne yy forces, either by land or ſea, or in any 
part, poſt, detachment, or 3 on any pretence 
ut 4 on (hall ſuffer ſuch puniſhmeat as by 18e 
neral court martial ſhall be ordered. 

Art. 6. Any officer, non commiſſioned officer, o or 
ſoldier, who being preſent at any mutiny, or ſediti- 
on, does not uſe his utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs the 
ſame, or coming to the knowledge of any mutiny, 
or intended mutiny, does not, without delay, give in- 
formation thereof to the commanding, officer, ſhal 
be puniſhed by order of a general court martial ac- 
cordiog to the nature of his offence. _ . 

Art. 7. Any officer or ſeldier who ſhall ſtrike his 
ſuperior officer, or draw or offer to draw, or ſhall 
lift up any weapon, or offer any violence againſt 
him, being in the execution of his office, on any 
Ness , or hall diſobey any lawful 

"a commands 
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commands of his ſuperior officer, ſhall ſiffer ſack 
puniſhment as ſhall, according to the natute of his. 


e be ordeied by the ſentence of a general court 
artial. 
Art. 8. Any non Sine officer or (ads. 
who ſhall deſert, or without leave of his commanding: 
officer, abſent himſelf from the-troap or company to- 
which he belongs, or from any detachment of the 
fame, ſhalf, upon being convicted thereof, be puni- 


ſhed according to the nature of his. offence, at. the 


Giſeretion of a general court martial; 
Ag Whatſoever officer or ſoldier ſhall be con- 
victed of having adviled” or pertuaded any other of. 
ficer or foldier to deſert, ſhall ſuffer ſach puniſh. 
ment as:ſhall be ordered by the ſentence. of a genes. 
ral court martial. 


At. 16; Alt officers, of what canditids ſoever._ 


mall have power to part and quell all quarrels, frays-. 
and diſorders, though the perions.concerned ſhould - 
belong to another regiment, troop, or compaty; and 
either order offibers to be arrefted; or non- -cammil- 


_ honed officers. or ſoldiers to he confined: or impri- 


ſoned, till their proper ſuperior officers ſhall” be ac- 
quainted* therewith ; kW otic hall refuſe to- 
"obey. ſueh officer (though of an inferior rank) or 


| dba drawy his ſword upon Him, ſhall be- punilbed. , 


at the ditcretion of a general cout martial. e Big 
Art. ir. No officer or ſoldier (hall uſe any reproach-. " 
fal or provoking ſpeeches ot geſtures to another: 
or ſhall any prefſume to ſend à challenge- to any - 
rion to fight. a duet: And whdever ſhall Know] - 
iagly and willingly ſuffer any perſon whatloever to 
_pafortl to "WY 4 duel Lg RN ptomiote,,.. 
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RE on a march, ſhall keep good otdet, and to t 


mitted the crimes or diſorders N hay £6 


% 


(98) 
* or carry: any ellen mall he — as a prinei- 


Pal; And whatſoever officer or ſoldier ſhall upbraid: 
"another {oc refuſing a. challenge, ſhall. alſo be- con- 


Au cdexed as a {A e : And all ſuch offenders, 1 * 


any of theſe or ſuch, like caſes, ſhall, be punzſhc 


1 the diſcretion of a general court martial. 
Art. 12. Every officer commanding in arters, Ae 


of his power, r all ſuch abuſes, or Allergen, 
Which may be committed by any officer or ſoldier 
under his command: If upon any complaipt being 


made te him, of officers, or ſoldiers beating, or 


other wiſe ill-treating any perſon, or of committing: 
any kind of riot, to the Tal ot the inhabi- 


tants of this continent; che lit commander, 


Who ſhall. refuſe or D to. ſee e done on the 
effendex or offenders vi and. reparation, made to the: 


Party or parties injured, as far as the offenders. wages. 


walk enable him or them, ſhall, upon — proof 
f thereof, be puniſhed: as ordered by a 7 court 


Martial, in ſuch manner as if he himſelt had Var 


Art. 13. It any officer ſhould himſelf io 
be wronged by. bis Colonel or the commanding. 


officer of the regiment, and ſhall; upon due appli- 
Fation made to him, be refuſed. to be redrefied, he 
may complain. to the General. or Commander in. 
Chief of the Continental, Forces, in order to obtain 


juſtice, who is on required-t9-examine into laid 
e and ſee 


at juſtice be done. 
de bn It any ma officer or. ſoldier, hall 

elf, wronged: by his. Captain or other of- 
r 4099p. * company to . 


- 


c 


5A 


3 e he is C68 FIT the com. 


thipks, bimſelt ſtill. aggrieve 


quixed to ſummen a regiment 
the doiog . tothe complainant; > from which 
regimen caurt-magtial, oh. party max, if 
N 0 8, — 


manding officer of the e who is 47 


app tl 5h bur. e a ſe 
appe ape Af to vexatious an pts 

1 perſon do appealing, dall be pupilhed at the 

cretion of the general CQurtpmarey 

Ad, 15. Whatloeves, nop-60 oned officer 
oc folgier, ſhall be UN ts xeginental.cour 
martial, of having fold, or deſignedly, or thre 
neglett, waſted. the ammunition, arms, or provilions, 
or other military, ſtores, delivered.out. to him, to be 


employed in the ſervice of. this continent, ſhall, if 
an nibors, be reduced to a private centinel ; and 


i a private ſoldier; ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhment 28 
thall be ordered by a regimental court-mactial.. . 


Art. 16. All aon · commiſſioned officers and ſol- 
diers, who ſhall be found one mile from the camp, 
without leave in writing from their commanding of- 
ficet, ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhment. as ſhall be in- 
flicted on him or e by the ſentence of a tegi- 
mental court-martial. 
Art. 15. No, officer or ſoldier (hall lie out & his 


1 quarters, or camp, without leave from the com- 
manding officer of the regiment, upon penalty of 
deing puniſhed according to the nature of his offences 


* order of a regimental court · martial. 
Art. 18. Every non commiſſioned officer aud 


1 4 ſhall retire to his quarters,. Or tent, at the 


Yeung of the retreat i in ae of which, he wy 


vs 3 


be 
- 


cquit-martial, for 


- 
4 : 
\..# . * 
x 


4 
| 
£4 
"MN 


(100 
. Pubilbed ateörding to the e of his offence, | 
by order of the commanding officer. —_ 
© Att. 19; No officer, non-commilſioned: fiber or 
foldier (hall fail of repairing; at the time fixed; to 
950 place of parade ot exerciſe, or other rendezvous 
Nel by the commanding. officer, if not —4 
— knefs, or ſome other evident nece ty;. 
mall go from the ſaid place of rendezyous, or from. 
His — 55 without leave from his commandin 8 off. 
cer, before: he ſhall be regularly diſmiſſed or: re- 
| Veved, on penalty of being e according to 
the nature of his offence, by. the ſentenee of te- 
gimental court- martial. f ume 
Art. 20. Whatloever-commiffioned* officer ſhatl. 
be found drunk on his guard, party or duty, under 
arms, ſhall be cafhiered for it; any non- commiſſi- 
. - _oned officer or ſoldier, fo offending, ſhall ſuffer ſuch. 
puniſhment as fhall be ordered by the ſentence. ot a. 
regimental court-martial, 
Art. 21. Whatſoever ier ſhall big found: 
fleeping upon his poft, or ſhall leave it be fore he 
hall be regularly relieved, ſhall ſuffer ſuch. puniſſi- 
ment as ſhall be dane by the ſentence. of A Bene. 
ral court- martial. . 
Art. 22, Any 2 belonging to the Conti- 
nental Army, who, by diſcharging of fire- arms, 
beating of drums, or by any other means Whatſd- 
ever, ſhall occaſion falſe alarms, in camp or quat- 
"ON ſhall fuffer fach puniſhment as fhall' be order-. | 
the ſentence of a general court: martial? | 
2 1 23. Any officer or ſoldier, who thall with-- | 
out urgent neceſſity, or without leave of his ſupe- || - 
= * * his ä or diviſion, ſhall be 
5 bauniſbea 
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— ww 4 uo 
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00 1 
8 according to the nature of his offence, 95 
the ſentence of a regimental court- martial. 
Art. 24. No officer or ſoldier ſhall do violence, 
or offer any inſult, or abuſe, to any. Perſon: who, 
| thall bring proviſions, or other neceffaries, to the 
camp, or quarters. of the Continental Army; any 
_ officer or ſoldier ſo offending, ſhall, upon complaint 
being made to the commanding officer, ſuffer ſuch | 
puniſhment as ſhall be REO by a regimental | 
court- martial. 5 
At. 25. Wpatloever officer o or ſoldier ſhall ſhame- "s 
fully abandon any poſt committed to his charge, or 
ſhall (peak words inducing others to do the like, . 
. in time of an engagement, ſhall ſuffer death H 
3 immediately. J 
Art. 26. Any perſon belonging to the Contioen- $ 
tal army, who ſhall make known the watch word 2 
I to any perſon. who is not entitled to receive it, ac- nw 
cording to the rules and diſcipline of war, or (ball 
3. | preſume to give a parole, or watch word, different 
> | from what he received, . ſhall ſuffer death, or ſuch 
- 


Wks, 


other. puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by the ſeatence # 
of a general court-martial. | 9 
Art. 27. Whoſoever, belonging to the Continen- „ 
tal army, ſhall relieve the enemy with money, vic- | 
tuals, or ammunition; or ſhall knowingly harbour 1 
or protect an enemy, ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhment x 
as by a general court-martial ſhall be ordered. 7 
Art. 28. Whoſoever, belonging to the Continen- 
tal army, ſhall be convicted of holding cerreſpori- 
dence with, or-of giving intelligence. to the enemy, 
either directly or indirectly, ſhall ſuffer ſuch punih- 
ment as ad a general 2 * be ordered. 


—— — . ca.) emi wo 
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- carp, or ma r whether of artillery, ammu. 


nition, coat or proviſion, rn be toured. for 
the uſe of the'l Kite Colonies: 


polt or alba ti time of an engagement, to go 
m ſeatch ot plunder, he ſhall, upon being convicted 
thereof before a general evbrt-tmirtial, S fer ſuch 
Puniſſicnent as by ſaid court · martial hall be ordered; 
Art, 31. If any commander of any poſt, en- 
wenchment, ot tortreſs, ſhall be compellen, by the 
> officers or ſoldiers under his command, to give it 
' up to the enemy, or to abandon it. the commiſſton- 
ed officer, non-commiſſioned officers or ſoldiers 
who ſhall be convicted of having ſo offended, ſhall 
ſuffer death, or ſuch other puniſhment as may be 
inflicted upon them by the ſentence: of 2 general 
On: 
Art. 32, All Juttlers 207 es ta 5 and 
al ev fs whatfoever, feromg with the Continental 
in the field, though not inuiſted ſridiers, are fo be 
fubje& to the. articles, rules, and regulations of” U 
Continental army. 
Att. 33. No general court martial [ball confift of 4 
7 number than thirteen, none of which ball be under 
47 of a tommiſſwned offiter ; and the prefident 
a field officer : . . 14 prefident of of each and 
court-martial, abet her by 0 ee 
Hall have power to adminiſter an vath to every witneſs, 
in order to the trial of offenders. And the members of all 
courts-martial ſhall L 44 % n by the prefident ; ant 
the next in rank on the 4K, 2 adminiſter 
the oath to the prefident, © 1 
f, 


l 2h Aid ohne x4 in the enemy 


A zo. if any officer 3 FAdier fall wave his 


8er 


. «a 1 1 


kr 


2 , by the appointment of their colonel or command! 
0 


L 5 
Al. 34. | The members, both of e + 
vat courts waere Hall when belonging 70 , ferent corps, 5 
rale the ſame rank which they bold in the army; but 


oben courts martial ſhall be compoſed of officers of one 


bor ps, they "ſhall take their ranks according to their 


 commuſſions by which they are muſtered in the ſaid corps. 


Art. 35. All the members of a court martial, are to 
behave with calmneſs, decency, and impartiality ; and 


An giving of their votes, are Yo begin with the youngef, 


or loweſt in commiſſion. 


Arr. 36. No field officer ſhall te tried by any perſon 
under the degree of a Eon z nor ſhall any proceedings 


or trials be carried on, excepting between the hours of \ 


vight in the morning, and ens in the afternoon, except 
11 caſet which require an immediate example. 


Art. 37. The commiſſioned officers uf every regiment 


er, bold regimental courts martial for the enquiring | 
ſuch ſpate or eriminal matters as come be- 
fore them, and for the inflifing corporal puniſhments 
for ſmall offences, and bail give judgment by the majo- 
rity of voices; but no ſentence ſhall be executed till the 
commanding officer (not being a member * court 


martial) cal have confirmed the ſame. 


Art. 38. No regimental court martial coil of 
teſt than froe officers, exceptin in Kage cs num 
ber cannot be convenientiy a; , when three may be 
ſufficient; who are likewiſe to determine upen the ſen- 
tener by — nt voices; which ſentence is to 
Be confirme rbe commandi Meer, not being a 
member of the court martial. 3 19 
Art. 39. Every officer commanding i in * "4 
* or barrack. or 3 where the corps 5 

s 


»— — 


ment more than 
5 "Wwortial can be cut 


- — 


; 104 ) 
« bus pd ans of e from different regi- 
ments, or of independent companies, may aſſemble courts 
martial _ the trial of 82 in the ſame manner 
2 005 e regimental, ' ſentence is not to be 
ted til it lis ll be ee 2 N Wenne! 
. R 
Art. 40. Ne per ſon hai. hall uſe menacing 
www; Ant, or geſtures in the preſence of a court 
martial then fitting, or ſball cauſe any diſorder or Nee, 
fo as to dilturb their proceedings; on the 
ew puniſhed at the diſcretion of the ſaid court martial 
Art 41. To'the end that offenders may be brought 
| ee, whenever any officer or ſoldier (hail commit 
a crime deſerving puniſhment, be ſhall by bis command- 
| * Meer, / an offiter, be put in arreſt ; if à non- 
ned officer. or Joldier, be impriſoned till be ſhall 
— 07% Ya court e or ſheul be Aurel 
2 proper autbortty, 
Ai 42. No er er ſoldier bo, bal be put-in 
arreſt; or. impriſonment, ſpull cuntinut in his confine- 
eight days, or till ſucb time as a court 
affembled; . OY T1 
A, 43. No officer commanding a guard, or provoſt 
Fe, Tall refuſe to necerve; or keep any. 
comimitteu to bis charge, by an an officer lelonging te the 
Continental forces 3 officer: ſhall at the ſame time 
deliver an account. in writing, figned by dum e (he 
me ui en e is cbarged. 
Art, 44. No officer commanding. a guard, or — 
2 * preſume to releaſe any priſoner committed 
to bis cbarge, without proper autbority for ſo.\doing, 
mer ſhall he ſuffer. any priſoner to eſcape, on the. penalty 


of being puniſhed far it, by the ſentence of a. general 


court ne Art. 


„„ 


1039 
WN. At. 45. Every LOOK mow marſhal, 70 bee 
alarge priſoners ſhall be committed, is hereby required 


_ within twenlyfour hours. after ſuch tonfine ment, or as 
foon. as. he fball be relieved from bis guard, to give in 


writing to the colonel of, the regiment ro whom the pri- 


fenen belongs. (where the priſoner is confined. upon the 
guard belonging to the faid regiment, aud that hs 52 
fence only relates to-the neglect of ' duty in bis own 


corps) or tothe commander in chief, their names, their 


crimes, and the names | of the 'offieers who committed 


them, on the penalty of being puniſhed for diſebttjence. 
or neglect, ati be diſcretion of a,general court martial, 
Art. 46. And if any. of ficer under arreſt ſhall leave-. 


his confinement before-be is ſer at liberty bythe officer 


who confined. him, or by. an oma] Pr hall: * | 


caſprered for il. EA 

Art. 47  Whatforver ommiſizieSolBighr; Galt: 
be convicted before a general court-martial, of be- 
havigg in a ſcandalous, infamous manner, ſach as 18 
unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentle 


man, ſhalt be diſcharged ft om the ſet vice. 


Art- 48. All offigers, conductors, guuners, matroſ- 
les, drivers, or any other perſons ane . 4 
ceiving pay or hire, in the ſervice of Aae bel. 
artillery; will be.governed by the aforeſaid rules 


and articles, and ſhall be ſubject to be tied by - 


courts martial, in like manner Wirt the. offigers and 
ſoldiers of the continental troops. 


Art. 4g. For, differences ariſing among them 
ſelves, or in matters elating, folcly . to Wen .OwN-., 


cotps, the courts · martial may be compoſed of their 
on officets; but where a number ſufficient of 
nN unt be. aſſembled, or in matters. .. 


wchert im. 


— * 
5 * . i - 8 — — —_— . - a 
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wherein other corps are inter eſted;. d the ofßcets of 


artillery ſhall fit in courts- martial, with the olim 
of the other corps. | 
Art. po, All erimes not capital, and all 8 
and neglects, which officers and ſoldiets may be 
guilty of, to the prejudice of good order and miltary 
diſcipline, though not mentioned in the articles of 
War, are to be taken recognizance of by a general. | 
or regimental court-martial, according to the nature 
and degree of his offence, and be ne aun 
diſcretion. 
Art. 51. That no perſon hall be ſentenced by 0 
court-martial to ſuffer death, except in the caſes 


expreſsly mentioned in the foregoing articles; nor 


| ſhall any puniſhment be inflicted at the diſcretion 
of a court martial, other than degrading, caſhiering, 
drumming out of the army, whipping not exceeding. 
 Thirty-nine laſhes, fine not exceeding two months 
pay of the offender, impriſonment not. un 
one month, _ 
Art, 52. The field officers of each and every 
| regiment are to appoint ſome ſuitable on belong- 
ing to ſuch regiment, to receive all ſuch —— ag 
may ariſe within the ſame, for any breach of any of 
the foregoing articles, and ſhall direct the fame to be 
carefully and properly applied to the relief of ſuch 
fick, wounded, or neceſſitous foldiers, as belong to 
ſuch regiment ; and ſuch perſon ſhall account with 
' ſuch officer for all fines received, and apt: 
on thereof. 
Art. 53. All members fitting in court · martial 
Thal be ſworn . the preſident of aid courts, which 


— — 


and i 


( to7 } 


vid court next in rank: The oath to be adminifter- | | 
ed previous to their proceeding to the trial of any 
offender, in form following, via. - 


Dou A. B. fwear that you will well and. truly try, 
\mpartially determine the cauſe of the priſoner now 
to be tried, according to the rules for Eee. the 


e army. So help you God.“ 


Art. 54. All perſons called to give evidence, in 


any caſe before a court martial, who ſhall refuſe to 


give evidence, ſhall be puniſhed for fuch refuſal, 
at the diſcretion of ſueh court martial The oath. 


0 N adminiſtered in the following form, viz. 


Tom fwear the evidence you fhall giue in the caſe 
now in hearing, ſhall be the truth, the —— trutb, and 
_—_ but the truth. So help you Gd.“ | 

Art. 55. Every officer commanding a regiment, 
troop, or company, ſhall, upon notice given to him, 
by the commiffary of the muſters, or from one of 
his de aſſemble the regiment, troop, or com- 
pany under his command, in the next convenient 
Place for their being muſtered. 


Art. 56. Every colonel or other field officer, or of. 


 ficer commanding any corps, to which there is no 
field officer, and actually reſiding with it, may give 


forloughs to non- commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, 


in ſuch numbers, and for ſo long a time, as he ſhall 


judge to be moſt conſiſtent with the good of the 


—_— ; but no non commiſſioned officer or ſoldier 


ſhall, by leave of his Captain, or inferior officer, 


commanding the troop or company (his field officer 


not being preſent) be abſent above twenty days in 
fx months, nor ſhall more than two private men 
8 at he lame time from their troop or 


a e company 


1056 * 


| « : 
n excepting ſome 3 occaſion 


ſhall require it, of which. occaſion the field offices 
reſent with, and commanding the regiment or in- 
| dependent corps, is to be judge. 

57. At every muſter the commanding afficer of; 
each. regiment, troop, or company, then. preſent, 
inall: give to the commiſſary of muſters certificates 
a himſelf, ſignifying how long ſuch officers, 
See —— had ſoldiers, who ſhalt: 
not appear at the ſaid muſter, have been abſent, 
and the reaſon of. their abſence; which reaſons, and 
the time of abſence, ſhall be inſerted in the muſter 
rolls, oppoſite to the reſpective names of ſuch ab- 
ſentees: The ſaid certificates ſhall, together with. 
the muſter rolls, be by the ſaid Commiſlaty tranſ- 
mitted to the General, and to this, or any future 
Congreſs of the United Colonies, or Committee ap- 
pointed: thereby, within twenty days next after 
ſuch muſter being taken; on failure whereof, the 
commiſſary ſo, rr N ſhall be age from. 
the eric. l tel mash 

Art. 58. weed who ſhall be ae 
befare-'a a general court martial of having ſigned a 
| falſe certificate, relating to the abſence of either. of- 
ficers, non — wy: or ee; __ 
ſhall be caſhiered. SELL 
Art. 59. Every eee aal 3 
make a falſe muſter of man or horſe, and _ 
officer or commiſſary, who ſhall willingly-fign, di- 

rect, or allow the ſigning of the muſter- rolls, wheres 


in ſuch falſe muſter is contained, ſhall; upon proof. 


thereof, by two witneſſes, before a general courts 
mart, b be caſhiered,"and moreover forfcit all ſuch. 


— — — — — 5 — 


— Pay 
* Y . 
Y : 7 . « 


* 
pr 


EY A N 


Ld). 
r me e due net the time. of og 
for ſuch offence; - _ 

Art. 60. Any cmi whe ſhall be convicted 
of having taken any gift, or gratuity on the muſter- 
ing any regiment, troop,” or company, or on the 
1 ra the muſter rolls, ſhall wa diſplaced from 
his office, and ——_ his Pays as in the proceading 
article. a 

Art. 61. Any — who ſhall preſume to mut 
ter any perſon as a ſoldier, who is at othet times 
accuſtomed to wear a livery, or who does not actu- 
ally do his duty as a ſoldier, ſhall be deemed. guilty 
of haviag-made « fal&: muſter, ee 
cordingly. EP % 96666 1.516 | 

Art. 62. Every officer Who ſhall. knowingly | 
make a talſe return to the commander in chief of 
the American forces, or to any his ſuperior officer, 
authorized to call for ſuch returns, of the coy i of the 
regiment, troop, independent company, or garriſon, 
under his command, or of arms, ammunition, 
eloathing, or other ſtores thereunto en has, 
2 a court - martial, be caſhiered. 

Art. 63. The commanding officer. of every re- 
giment, troop, independent company or gatriſon, 
in the fervice afore ſaid, ſhall, in the beginning of 
evety month remit to the commander in chief of 
ſaid forces an exact return of the ſtate of the regi- 
ment, troop, independent company, or garriſon 
under his command, ſpecifying the names of the 
officers, not then refding at their poſts, and the 
reaſon for, and time of their abſenee: Whoever 
ſhall be convicted of having, through neglect or de- 


N. n ſuch * be . : 


ed 


(Rd 1 
5 to the nature of his crime by the 
Judgment of a general eourt martial. 

Art. . No ſuttler ſhall be permitted to fell 

any kind of liquors or victuals, or to keep their 
Eh 3 or ſhops open, for the entertainment of {ol- 
diers, after nine at night, or before the beating of = 
the reveilles, or upon Sundays, during divine ſervice, 
or ſermon, on the dene of 3 diſmiſſed __ 

| all fature luttling. 
_—_ 65. All clots commenting FR the N 
or in any forts, barracks, or garriſons, are hereby 
_ requeſted that the perſons pet mitted to ſuttle ſhall | 
ſupply the ſoldiers with good and wholeſome pro- C 
viſions at a reaſonable nn” as . hall wad an- 


05 Heerable for their negleR. 


An. 66, No officers citing in 
camp, garriſons, forts, ' or 'barracks, ſhall either 
_ themſelves exact exorbitant ices for houſes or 
ſtalls, let out to ſuitlers, or a connive at the like 
cerxactions in others, nor lay any duty or impoſitions 
upon. or be intereſted in the ſale of ſach victuals, 
| liquors, or other neceſſaties of life, which are 
brought into the camp, garriſon, fort, or barracks, 
for the uſe of the ſoldiers, vo ure anare; taa beg 
: Et from the ſervice, 
i Art 67. That the general, er commander in * 
chief for the time being, ſhall have full power of ra 
pardoning, or mitigating any of the puniſhments | ay 
ordered to be inflicted, for any of the oftences v. 
mentioned in the foregoing articles; and every of= | 
fender convicted as aforeſaid; by any regimental | or 
cCourt- martial, may be pardoned, or have his pu- 
nich ment mitigated by the Col. or officer command- m 


Mr 4 al eta oo: 


we = 


ing * — | Art, 


23; 
. 68. Wei any a Ser thall 
| va pen to die, or be killed in the ſervice of the 
United Colonies, the Major of the regiment, or 
the officer doing the Major's duty in his abſence, 
mall immediately ſecure all his effects, or equipage 
then in camp or quarters; and ſhall before the next 
regimental court- martial, make an inventory there- 
of, and forthwith tranſmit. to the office of the Se- 
| cretary of the Congreſs, or Aſſembly of the pro- 
vince in which the corps is ſtationed, or ſhall hap- 
pen to be at the time of the death of ſuch officer ; 
to the end, that his executors may, after payment 
of his debts in quarters, and interment, receive the 
overplus, if any there be, to his or their uſe. 

Art. 69. When any non · commĩſſioned officer or 
private ſoldier, ſhall happen to die, or be killed in 
the ſervice of the United Colonies, the then com- 
manding officer of the troop or company, ſhall, in 
the preſence of two other JP eg officers, 
take an account of whatever effects he dies poſſeſs d 
of, and tranſmit the ſame, as in the caſe above pro- 
vided for, in order that the ſame may be ſecured 
for, and paid to their reſpeQive repreſentatives.* | 


* CONGRESS, Nivewber 7 1776. 

Rejobved, That the following additions and alte- 
rations or amendments, be made in the RULES 
and REGULATION 8 of the Continental Army, 
Viz. 
33 6b». Al perſons convicted of Holding a treacher- 
ons correſpondence with, or giving intelligence to 
the enemy, Mall ſuffer death, or ſuch other puniſh- 


"nr as a n court- martial ſhall think proper. 
P 2. All 


3 - 


t — 4 N 1 


1 
Ordered, That oY Deane, Mr. Cuſhing FRE Mr. 
_ Hewes. be a Committee torevile them for the xe preſs 
0 to Set them printed. | 


2. All e eee officers FTA! J eutley by a 
general court · martial of any fraud or embezzlement, 


ſhall forfeit all his pay, be ipſo facto caſhiered, and 
deemed unfit for further ſer vice as an officer. 


3. All non-· commiſſioned officers and d 


| convicted before a regimental court · martial of ſtea- 
ng, embezzling or deſtroying ammunition, pro- 
viſions, tools, or any thing belonging to the publio 
ſtores, if a non· commiſſioned officer, to be reduced 
to the tanks, and puniſhed with whipping, not leſs 
than fifteen, nor more than thirty-nine laſhes, at 
the diſcretion of the court-martial ; if a private 
loldier, with the ſame corporal puniſhment. 
: 4. In all caſes where a commiſſioned officer is 
75 1 for cowardice, or fraud, it be added in 
the puniſhment, that the crime, name, place of 
abode, and puniſliment of the delinquent be pub- 
liſhed in the news- papers, in and about the camp, 
and of that colony from which the offender came 
or uſually reſides: After which it ſhall be deemed 
rc in any officer to aſſociate with him. 


5. Any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall begin, ex- | 


eite, cauſe, or join in any mutiny or ſedition 3 in the 
regiment, troop, or company to Which he belongs, 
or in any other regiment, troop, or company, of 
the Continental forces, either by land or ſea, or in 
any party, poſt, detachment, or guard, on any 
. pretence whatſoever, ſhall ſuffer death or ſuch other 
Owns as a IE | court-martial ſhall Abd 
A 


„ a, Þ-.a 
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| Riſobved,, That the . ogreßs will on Monday 
next reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whale, 
ta-conſider of the trade of theſe Colonies. 


6. Kos officer or ſoldier! who ſhalł deſert to the: 
enemy, * afterwards be taken, ſhall ſuffer death, 
ot ſuch other punichment. as A general court. mar- 
on ſhall direct. aeg nts 
_— 'Whatfoever commiſſianed” Ber tart "Ag 
found drunk on his guard, party, or other duty 
under arms, ſhall. be caſhiered and drummed.out of. 
the army with infamy; any non commiſfiqned"of- , 
 ficer or foldier, fo offending, ſhall be ſentenced to 
be whipped, not leſs than twenty, nor mote than 
thirty nine lathes, according to the natut e of the: 
oftence., _ AY 
TY Wastlöever offfect or 5H 5 , plaved Us cen- 
tinel, mall de found ſlseping upon his poſt, or hall 
leave it before he ſhall be regularly relieved, if a 
comtmmiſſiòned officer, ſhalłbe cafmered, and drum 0 
med but of tHe army With infimy; ifa non com- 
miſſioned officer or Ong ſhall be ſentenced to be + 
whipped, not leſs" than twenty, nor more than 
thirty dine laſhes, according o che nature. of the 
if 1 
9. No officer or foldier alp hne out of his quar- 
tets or camp, without lea ve from the Se 
officer of the regiment, upon penalty, if an officer, 
of being les one moniths pay for. the firſt of- 
fenee, and*ea(hiered for the ſecond ; it a non com- 
miſſioned officer or. ſoldier, of being confineg* fevery- 
days upon bread and water for the firſt offence, and 
| the ſame puniſhment and a-fortcitare” ofa werk 
pay as the. | —— 10 


* 


„ Eo 

Miet according to adjournment. 
On mation made, Reforued, That in cale any agent 
of the miniſtry ſhall induce the Indian tribes, or 
any of them, to. commit actual hoſtilities againſt. 
theſe colonies, or to enter, into an offenſive alliance 
With the Britiſh: troops, thereupon. the. colonies. 
ought to avail themſelves of an alliance with luch. 
Indian nations as will enter into the fame, to oppole 


n BE INC E On 1h 5 HO . 
10, Whatloever officer or ſoldier ſhall miſbe have 
himſelf before the enemy, or ſhamefully abandon, 

any poſt committed to hie charge, or ſhall ſpeak. 
3 others. t9. do, the, like, ball. dae 
leath. * %% SO 
11. All public goes taken in the enemy's camp 

or magazines, Whether, of. artillery, ammypition, 
loathing. or proviſions, ſhall: be ſecured fon the uſe. 
of the United Colonies, And all commiſſioned of- 
| ficers, found guilty by. a general. court. martial. of 


* 


_ embezzling the ſame, or any of them, ſhall forfeit 
2 his pay. be 275 calhiered, and deemed ane 
fit for further ſervice as an officer, And all non- 
commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, convicted before 
a regimental court martial of ſtealing ot embezzling 
the ſame, if a non commiſſioned; officer, ſhall be 
reduced to the ranks, and puniſhed with whipping, 
not leſs than fifteen, nor more than thirty nine laſhes 
at the diſcretion of the court martial; if a, private 


ſboldier, wich the ſame puniſnment. 
or colours, in time of an engagement, to go in 


» Py g „„ * 


=y 


(, TYY 
Letters beisg received. PLE xpreſs from Genera 
Schayler, which required i ah ictnediate anfver, 
were laid before the Congrels, and after due delibe- 
ration, an anſwer. was returned. | 


On motion made, Reſolved,. That Lieut. t P. tick 
Moncrief haye . liberty iQ. HIFI to. England,” 


againſt the Americans in the Irene controverly ' 


er Gra ben and ce Fs (1-38 Hr) 
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64 ob! Plunder be ful if a commill: Eopeck e 0 R. 
be Fo nd drummed out. of the. art 
A infamy, and 772 all hate of” under z if 2 
neg-comm/lianed officer or foldier, be e 
not Jeſs than fwerty, nor more. than 7 nine 
bs, Sm to the nature. of the offence. and 
foxteit a ſhare of, plunder taken: from the enemy. 
e >. Every 7255 commanding a f regiment, troop, 
er company (hall, F000! notice given, to him by 
the commillacy. of the muſters,, or. from one of | 


3 = ae bak F EPS 7 H or . 


o 
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dog a8 — 
each regiment, troop or © com any, there preſent, 
ſhall giv eto the. commiſſary of muſters, certificates 
ſigned by himſelf, 8 — long ſuch office 
non commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, who. 19 7 
not appear at the ſaid muſter, have been abſent, 
which, reaſons, and the time. of, Me ſhall, 5 
ſerted in the, muſter rolls oppoſite to 
Chen And beate their ma 59 


1 w PS A. 2811 


e parole of honour, that he will not act 


.. 


| e 116 * a. 
abe, till Monday, at g:o clock: 


Monday, July 3, 177 = 2 4 
Miet according to adjournment; OO 


abap letters being laid before the Gage, weres 


read. 
 Agreeable | to. the order of the day,. the Con ol 
Petey OE: reſolved? 


vhawe mw ae e of wagon: 


— 1 l 1 * 


ſhall at the n dne e i the eee, off | 


Muſters a certificate ſigned by them, ſignifying the. 
ſtate of health or fickneſs.of thoſe under their care, 
and the ſaid certificates thall; together with che 


muſter rolls, be by the ſaid Comimiſſiry tranſmitted* 


to the General, and to this or any: futute Cungtefs 
of the United. Colonies. or Committee appointed: 
thereby, within twenty: days next after ſuch. moſter 
being taken, on failure whereof, the Commiſfary fo; 
offending, ſhall be-diſcharged from the ſervice: 


* Heß officer who ſhall he convicted, before: 
a general court martial; of having ſigned a falſe cer. 


tificate relating to the abſence of” either-officer, non 
commiſſioned officer; or. private ſaſdier; and ever 1 
Surgeon, or Mate, convicded of ſigning 4 falſe cet-" 
tiſicat relating to the health or ticknelſs of thoſe un- 
der his care, ſhall be caſhlieret. 
156. All officers andffoldiers. who quan-willfully2 
or through negligence, diſobey any general or. ſpe- 
_ cial orders, ſhall be puniſhed at the diſcretion of a 


regimental eourt martial, where'the offence'is againſt | 


a regimental order, and at the diſcretion or ene 
ral court- martial, where che offence is a A; 
order given from the commander in chiet, pr: the 
commanding officer-of any detachment or poſt; anc 
fluch ese ene martial can be had. 
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un. 
xelſodved itſelf into a committee of the . 


conſider the trade of theſe colonies, and after ſome 
time, the Preſident reſumed the chair, and 90 
Ward reported a reſolution they had come to, 
The refolution of the committee being read, was 155 
at the deſire of the colony of South-Carolina, te- 
ferred for farther conſideration till to-morrow. 
85 Wie till to-morrew at g o'clock. 
„ Tuclday, Tub 4, 177. 
en according to adjournment. 
The report from the committee of the whole 
ng, reſumed and debated, was e to as fol- 
1 
Reſolved, That the two atts paſſed. in the firſt 
"Elon of the preſent parliament, the one intituled, 
An act to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the | 
province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay and New-Hampſhire, 
' and colonies of Connecticut * Rhode-Iflard, and 
Provide nce Plantation, in North- America, to Great- 
Britaid, Ireland and the Britiſh Iſlands in the Weſt- 
Indies; and to prohibit ſuch provinces and colo- 
nies from carrying on any fiſhery en. the Banks of 
Newfoundland, or other places therein mentioned, 
under certain, conditions and limitations.“ The 
other entituled, An Act to reſtrain the trade and 
commerce of the colonies of New-Jerſey, Pennſyl- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia, and South-Carolina, to 
Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh Iſlands in * 
Welt. Indies, uuder certain conditions and limita- 
tions, are unconſtitutional, oppteſſive and cruel ; 
and that the commercial oppotition of theſe, colo- 
"nies, to certain acts enumerated in the aſſociation. 


of the laſt Congreſs, ought to be made 0 theſ oy 
until they are repealed, * 


. — — —— —— 4 * 1 * 
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petition ao e ain read; after 
dhe. farther” coideration of it” was 
* e eee t 9 o'clock; 1 
| — Wedneſday, "July 5, | 
e according to adjo ent. 
Several letters were laid before the ſages and 


- 


4 war pes e Ping kene, and 
r. Lundy have deſigus inimical'to America. 
Ordered, That it be recommended to the 'Dele- 
gates. of the colony of Pennfylyania, to have the 
order of the Congrets' of the 27th of June lat, 
teſpecting the ſepding Governor Nene te Connedi- 
cut, ea arried into execution.” oa} 
ſolved,” That Mr. Lundy be lent under Suat 
Alen with Governor Skene to Connecticut, t 


431 18 


to be cific in the. fame r org * i 5 
1 ub reſpect to Governor Sketie, 
, Reſolved, That fuch' ptovifion "tie fate for "the 
*% pott 'of Governor Skene and Mr. Lundy as 
Gdvernot 5 rf inall think” proper, at the ex- 
| pence of the united colonies, k. 
Orabred, That the Preſident lite 80 Governor 

Trumbul on this ſubſect, and incloſe him the 
"above orders and reſolves. | 

' The Congreſs then feſumed the con fideration of 
the petition to the King, and the ſame being de- 


Dilated by paragraphs, Was agreed to, and ordered 


* N 
9 tin de. mertow at 9 o ccdeck. 
N Trudy, 


wy 8 July 6; . HP Mw ey 
Met according. to adjournment. | 
The Con greſs took into conſideration the Adden 
to the inhabitants of Great-Britain, and after ſome | 
Sy the ſame was re-committed;- | 
The Committee to whom the Declaration was 
re-cdmimitted, brought in the fame, which hots 
again read and debated by paragraphs,” Was agree 
to as follows: Ae O40; 31.4867; 5 
A DECLARATION by the Repreſentatives of the 
jr mn por of North. America, nom mei fo 
refs at Philadelphia, ſetting forth the 505 es 
, of tbein — pF og 2 
IE it was poſſible for men, who exerciſe elt 
reaſon to believe, that the Mobi uche of ot 
exiſtence intended a part of the human race ti 
hold an abſolute property in, and an unbounded 
| over others, marked out by — — — 
goodneſs and wiſdom, as the objects of 2 
domination never rightfully reſſtibleſ However, e. 
vere and oppreflive, the inhabitants of itheſe colb< 
nies might at leaſt require from the Parliament of 
Great - Fritain ſomt evidence, that this dreadful 
authority over theila has been granted to that body. 
But à reverence for our great Creator, Principles 
of humality? and the ates of bommon ſenſe; 
muſt convince'alt'thoſe a 3 the ſub 
ject; that-government das inftitutsd- to ptomote 
the welfare of mankind; and oughit to be admini- 
ſtered for the atraintttent of that end! The legifa! 
ture of Great- Britain however ſtimulated by an 
inordinate paſſion for a power" not only unjuſtifia- 
ns 8 . repro- 


bated 


— — — 


. * | 
* i 


„ 1 
bated by the very conſtitution of that kingdom, 


and deſperatę of ſucceſd in any mode of conteſt, 
where 8 ſhould be had ta truth, la w, or right, 


| have at length, deſerting thoſe, attempted to effect 


ttheix cruel and impolitic purpoſe of enſlaving theſe 


_ Colonies by violence, and have thereby rendered it 


neceſſary for us to eloſe with their laſt appeal from 


rea ſon to arms Vet, however blinded that aſſem- 


bly may be, by their intemperate rage for unli- 


mited domination, ſo to flight juſtice and the opi- 


nion of -mankird,.. we 9 ourſelves bound by 
Obligations of reipect to the reſt of the world, to 
N make known the zuſtice of ur cauſe. 


bes — 


; ceaſing labour, and 


union 


Our forefathers, inhabitants of the iſlands of 


"_ Great-Britain, left their native land, to leck on 
theſe ſhores a teſidence for civil and religious free- 
Foe ; At the EXPEAC 


e of their blood, at the 
azard of their fortunes, without the leaſt charge 


to the country my which they removed, by un- 

an unconquerable ſpiit, they 
elected ſeniements in the diſtaat and inhoſpitabie 

wilds of. America, then filled with numerous and 
Warlike, 2 of batbatians. Societies or 
vernments, veſted 


or go- 

with perſect legiſlatures, were 
formed under charters frem the crown, and an 
onious intercourſe was eſtabliſned between 


the colonics and the kingdom from Which they 


derived cheit origin. Tbe mutual benefits of this 
became in a ſhort, time ſo extraordinary,” ag 
to excite aſtoniſhment, It is univerſally 


bat. the amazing increaſe: of the — 


and navigation of the realm, aroſe from this ſource; 
* 8 9 ſucceſsfully 
er 259 of 03-wond een e Giceted 
band C3 


"AL. ! + 
$3. 3 * 


DU ²˙ “'N... 


Mt 


an * nnr 'Þ Ser LG 455th. 73 
Aredited? . r. of Grear-Britain 4 iD the- ate“ 
war, publicly declared; that theſe colonies enabled 
her to triumph over her enemies. Towards the 
concluſion ↄf that war, it pleaſed" our Sovereign- 
to make a chaage in his eounſels From that fa 


tal moment, the affairs of the Britiſſ empire began 


ta fall. into confuſion, and gradually ffiding from- 
the ſummit of: glorious proſperity. to which: they 
had been advanced by the virtues and abilities of 
one man, are at. length diſtracted by the convul-- 
ſons, that now ſhake it to its deepoſt foundations. 
The new-miniſtry finding the: brave ſoes of Britain, 
though frequently - defeated, yet till contending, 
took up the unfortunate idea of: granting them a 


haſty Peace, and of. then man r 
friends: $17:5746 


Theſe awe judge to be — | 


2-ſtate; as to preſent victories without bloodſhed, ' 
andzall the eaſy cmoluments of ſtatoable plunder 
The uninterrupted tenor of their | 
ſpectful behaviour from the beginning of coliniza- 
tion, their dutiful, zealous and uſe ful ſervices | 

during the war, though ſo recently · and amply-- 
ackno in the moſt honourable manner by - 

his: Majeſty, by the late King; and by Parliament, 
could: not ſaue them from the meditated innova- | 

tions. Patliament was influenced to adopt the 
pernicious project, and aſſaming a neu power ow r 
taem, have in the courſo of eleven years given ſuch - 

decilive tpecimens of the ſpirits and conſequences - 
attending this power, as to leave no-doubt concern- 


jag the fects oß acquieſcence under it. They 


aun ta. give and apt our money 
without 


Re, ca woot — 


peaceble and re- 


* 8 
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without our conſent, though we have ever exerciſed * 
an excluſive right to diſpoſe of our own 3 
ſtatutes have been paſſed for extending the juriſdic- 
tion of Courts of Admiralty and 2 
beyond their ancient limits; for depriving us of the 

123 accuſtomed and ineſtimable privilege of trial bx 

jury in caſes affecting both life and for 

n the legiflature of one of the colo- 

; for interdicting all eommerce to the capital 

of 1 4 —— and for altering fundamentally the 
form of government eſtabliſhed by charter, and 
ſecured by acts of its own legiflature ſolemnly con- 
firmed by the ctown; for excmpting the mur- 
derers of coloniſts from legal triah and in effect 
from puniſnment; for erecting in a neighbouring 
province, acquired by the joint arms of Great - Bri- 
tain and America, a defpotiſm dangerous to our 
very exiſtence; and for quartering ſoldiers upon 
the coloniſts in time of profound peace. It has 
alſo been reſolved in Parliament, that coloniſts 
charged with committing certain n. an _ 
tranſported to England to be trier. | 
But why ſhould we enumerate our en im 
detail? By one ſtatute it is declared, that parlia- 
ment can * of-right- make laws to bind us in all 
caſes he gy — What is to defend us againſt fo. 
enormous, ſo unlimited a power? Not a fingle man 

of thoſe who aſſume it, is choſen by us; or is ſub- 
ject to our controul or influence; but on the con- 
trary, they are all of them exempt from the opera- 
tion of ſuch laws, and an American revenue, if 
not diverted from the oſtenſible purpoſes for which 
it is e would n — _ own Praia 


— 


then in ee 98 hos . ours. We "IN 
the 2 to which ſuch deſpotiſm would reduce 
We for ten years inceffantly and ineffectuall © 
* throne as ſu nts; Nee pee we 
remonſtrated with PA in th©molt with and 
decent language | 


ga. FI IRS." G44.) A HLAFI 


- Adminiſtration ſenſible that” we thob# cegars 
theſe o ve mealures as freemen ouglit to do, 
tent over fleets and armies to enforce theimm The 
indignation of the Americans was rouſed it is true, 
but it was the indignation of 4 virtuous, loyal, and 
affectionate people: A Congreſs of Delegates from 
the United Colomes was affernbled at Phitadelphia, 
on the fifth day of laſt September. We reſolved 
again to offer an humble and dutiful petition to che 
King, and alſo addreſſed our fellow ſubjects of 
Great- Britain. We have pur ſued every temperate, 
every reſpectſul meaſure, we have even proceeded 
to break off our commereial intercourſe with our 


fellow ſubjects, as the laſt © peaceable admonition, 


- that our attachment to no nation upon earth ſhould 


+ 


ſupplant our attachment to Hberty.- This, we flat- 5 ; 
tered ourſelves, was the ultimate ſtep of the con- il 
troverſy : But ſubſequent events have ſhewn, how 1 
vain was this ae 'of ae moderation in our Ai 
enemies. | 


Several advectening buprefifons againſt the bold | 
nies were inſerted in his Majeſty's dpeech; our pe- 


| 

| 

tition, though we were told it was a decent one, 
| | 


TX 


that his Majeſty” had been pleaſed to receive it gra- 124 
ciouſly, and to promiſe laying it before his Pat lia- #4 
ment, was huddled" into both houſes among a bun- 1 
| * of nc youu ee eg1eQed; 1 BY 
s a 1 


Wt 


n Fin . 
| Lords „ . ee 


of Februacy, ſaid, 8 that a rebellion at that time 


actually exiſted. within. the province ot Maſſachu- 

ſetts· Bay ; and that thoſe concerned in it, had been 
countenanced and encouraged by unlawful. combi - 
nations and engagements, entered into by his Ma- 

jeſty's ſuhjects in ſeveral of the other colonies; and 
therefore. they belought, his Majeſty, that he would. 
take moſt. eſtectual meaſures- — ny due obed i- 
ence to the laws and authority of the ſupreme ligiſ- 
lature. Soon after, the commercial: intet courſe of. 
whole colonies, wich ſoceign- countries, and wich? 
cach other, was cut off. by an act of Parliament; 
by another, ſeveral of them were entirely prohibi - 

ted from the fiſheries in the ſeas near their eoaſts, 
on which they always depended toc their ſuſtenance ;. 


and large: n of. ſhips and eg v | 


immediately lent over to General Gage. 4 
Fruitleſs were all the entreaties, — 
eloquence of an . illuſtrious hand / of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Peers and. Commonets, Who, nobly  and+ 
ſtrenuouſly aſſerted the juſtice ol our cauſe, to ſtay, 
ot even to mitigate the heedleis fury with. whichs 
theſe accumulated. and unexampled outrages were 
hurried on. Equally fruitleſs — inference of 
the city of London, of, Briſtol, and. many other 
reſpectable towns in our favour. Parliament adopt- 
ed an inſidious mancepvre calculated to- divide us, 
to eſtabliſh a perpetual. auction of taxations Where 
colony ſhould bid againſt colony, all of them unin- 
formed what ranſom would redeem their lives, and 
thus to extort from us, at the point of, the bayonet; 


the — ſums that ſhould be ſufficient to . 


wify, I poſſible to 8 rapacity, with 


ie miſerable indulgence leſt to us of railing; in our = 
_ own” mode, the preſcribed tribute. What terms 
mote rigid and humilating could have been dicta- 


ted 


by remorſcleſs victots to conquered enemies? 


In our circumſtances os negopt ade would be. | 


Warren them. 
Soon after the eee of theſe proceedings 
arrived on this continent; General Gage, 
the courſe of the laſt year, had taken x of 
the town of Boſton, in the province of Maſſachu- 
letts- Bay, and ſtill occu 


detachment of his army. who made an unprovoked 
aſſault on the inhabitants of the ſaid province, at 
the ton of Lexington, as a by the affidavits 
of a great number of 
aicers and ſoldiers of that detachment, murdered 
eight of the inhabitants, and wounded many others. 
From thence the troops proceeded in warlike array to 
the town of Concord, where they ſet another 
party of the inhabitants of the ſame province, kil- 
ling ſeverat and wounding more, until compelled 
to retreat by the country people ſuddenly aſſembled 
to repel this cruel aggreſſion. Hoſtlities, thus 
commenced by the Britiſh have been ſince 
5 ted by them without —8 faith or repu- 
tation. The inhabtants of Boſton being confined 
within that town by the General their Governor, 
and having, in order to 
entered into a r wit 


2 him, it was ſtipulated 
Ne fronts their 
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who in 


pied it as a garriſon, on the 
29th day of April, ſent out from that place a large 


perſons, ſome of whom were 


cure their diſmiſſion, 


5 4 7 721 . | 
ie 1 10 181 5 . 14 125 A 341: 
 tyto. depart, taking with them 4 ather en 
They accordingly delivered: up their arms, but in 
open violation of honour, in of the obli- 
gation of treaties, which — nations eſteem- 
dd ſactedꝭ the G tion ordered the arms depoſited 
as aforeſaid, that they might be preſerved for their 
owners, to bo ſeized bya-body ot ſoldiers; detain- 
ef the greateſt part of the inhabitants in the town, 
and compelled — who were Permitted to re- 
. to leave, their moſt. valuable. effects behind. 
Hp 0m Proficys ;0{vesiare ſeparated from their ir buf 
bande; children from-tbeir parents, the. aged and 
fel fram their relations and friends, who ;wiſh.to 8 
tend and comfort! them; and theſe who uſes to live in 
5 Ger ee n ap 
*. C47 It 
The: Genel furthatenndating chi minis maſs. 
| Pay . by; a:prooclamation bearing- date, :.on the 12thi day 
of June, after venting e falſebvodt and: calums 
nes againſt ibe good people \Colarites;> proceeds to 
er declare them all either pwn: 1 | 
* rebels andi traitors, o ſuper ſede the © courſe of the 
| — ee ans ee e e 
Hd, 
| #roops. baue butchered aur cuuntrnymen; baue wan 
W777; con arti, eee, 
of, houſes in onber plaet our ſbips and veſſels are i 
i exten ugh fred rt 
BE A 4 
he bone reteived corta — bat Goural 
| e Leda ved certain [4 
by Carleton, the (Governor of Canada, is inſtiguting the 
a an the Indians to fall upon us; 
and 


und order 
and. exerciſe d tbe lau martin His 
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and we have But 1 too 8 ARA to apprehend, hit 
Jehemes have been formed to excite domeſtic enemies a+ 
gui at us. In brief, apart of theſe colonies now feel, 
and all of them are ſure. of feeling, as far as the ven- 
geance of adminiſtration can inſlicł them, tbe compli= 
cated calamities of fire, faword and famine.— Me are 
reduced to the alternative of chufing an unconditional 
ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of irritated miniſters, or re- 
fiance by force be latter is dur choice-= Me bude 
counted the toft of this conteſt, and find noting ſo dread- 
Te as as voluntary ery.-- Hongur, juſice and hu 
a we forbid tus tameiy to "ſurrender "that freedom 
we received from our "gallant anceſtors, and 
— dur innocent pollerity have a right te receive 
Fas. us, Me cannot endure the infamy and guilt of 
ning ſurcreding generations to tbut wretchedneſs 
which inevitabiy DR FO: if we Meß Ney — 
A bondage upon tbem tg 
Our caule'ts Jult. ' Our union is perfo8. eur in- 
ternal reſources are \great, and if neceſſary,” foreign 
affilance is undoubtedly attai able Me gratefully ac - 
knowledge, as fignal inſtances of the divine favour lo- 
wards us, that his Providence Would not t us to be 
called into this ſovere controverſy, until we wer? grown 
wup'to our Preſent frength. bad been previouſly exerciſed 
in warli te eperatron, and poſſeſſed of the means of defend- 
ing ourſelves.” With hearts fortified with theſe ani ma- 
nung reflettions, we ſolemnly,” before God and the world 
declare that exerting the utmoſt energy of thoſe power 5, 
© Which our bentfetent Creator bath graciouſly beſtowed 
FL us, the arms we' bave been compelled by gur enemies 


fume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, with 


en firmneſs and Cee employ for tb 
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Je, to die freemen rather than live ſlaves. 

Leſt this declaration ſhould diſquiet the minds of our 
Friends and fellow ſubjetts in any part of the empire, 
ve aſſure them that we mean not to diſolve the union 

which bas ſo long and ſo bappily ſubſifted between us, 
and which we fincerely wiſh to ſee reſtored. Neceſſity 
bas not yet driven us into that deſperate meaſure, or in- 
duced us to excite any otber nation to war againſt them. 

We have not raiſed armies with ambitious defigns of 


pendent ſtates. Me fight not for gliry or for conqueſt. 
Me exhibit to mankind the remarkable ſpeFacle of a 
 frople attacked by unprovoked enemies, without any 
imputation, or even ſu cle, of offence, They boaſted of 
their privileges and civilization, and yet proffer 0 
© milder conditeons than Jervitude or death. 

In our own native land, in defence of the freedom 
that is our birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed. till 
2 _ violation of it--- for the protection of our pro- 
ty, ecquired ſolely by the 10 induſtry of our fore- 
s and ourſelves, gan} violence actually offered, 
| — up arms, We ſhall lay them down when 
_ boſlilittes ſball ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and 
all danger of their being renewed ſhall be removed, and 

mt Before | 
With an humble cofidedence in the mercies of the 
ſupreme and impartial judge and ruler of the univerſe, 


| . we moſt devbutlyimplore bis divine goodneſs to protect 


us happily through this great conflict, to diſpoſe our ad- 
wverſaries to reconciliation on reaſonable. terms, an 


4 5 motogp to relieve 1 Oe 19 00 the Om civil 
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. rr 


preſervation of our liberties, being with one mind, re- 


ſeparating from Great- Britain, and eftabliſhing inde- 


» 
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1 
Or a notion made, Reſolved, That a letter be 


prepared to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 


of the city of London, expreſſing the thanks of | 


this Congreſs, for their virtuous and ſpirited oppo- 
fition to the oppreffive and ruinous ſyſtenr of colo- 
ay adminiſtration» adopted by the Britiſh Miniſtry. 


Ordered, That the Committee appointed to 
draught an addreſs to the people of Great-Britain, 


do prepare this. 
Adjourned till to-morrow: at 9-0 'clock. 
Friday, fuly 7; 1775. 
Met aecording to adjournment. 
The Committee to whom the addreſs to the 


eople of Great- Britain was re-committed, bro't 


in the fame, which being again read and debated, 
the farther conſideration W was deſetred till. 
to- morrowW. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock; 
| Saturday, fuly 8, 1775, 
Met 1 to adjournment. 


The Petition to the King being engroſſed, was 
compared at the table and ſigned by the members 


preſent. 
To tbe K ING Moft Excellent MAJESPY.. 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
We: your Majeſty's faithful fubjects of the - CO 
lonjes of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts Bay; 


Rhode-Ifland, and Providence Plantations;: Cons 


necticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
the Counties of New. Caſtle, Kent, and Suftex on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
and South- Carolina, in behalf of ourſelves, and 
the inhabitants ot theſe . colonies, who: have de- 


puted* 
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* us to repreſent them in General W en- 
treat your Majeſty 8 grariou attengion to this ous 


humble petition. 


The union between our 8 cbm and theſe 
colonies, and the energy of mild and juft govern- 
meat, produced benefits ſo remarkably important, 
and afforded ſuch an aſſurance of their permanancy 
and encreaſe, that the wonder and envy of other 
nations were excited, while they bebeld Great- 
Britain riſing to a power the moſt extraocdinary, 
the world had ever know. 

Her rivals, obſerving that there was no proba- 
- bility. of this happy connection being broken by 
civil;difſcations, and apptehending its future has 
If leſt any longer undiſturbed, reſolyed to preve 
ber receiving ſuch continual and formidable acceſ- 
fions of wealth and ſtrength, by checking the 
growth of thoſe ne from a they were 
to be derived. x 
In the proſecution of this attempt, events 4 
favourable. to the defign took place, that every 
friend to the intereſt of Great-Britain and theſe 
colonies, entertained pleaſing and reaſonable expec- 
tations of ſeeing additional force and exertion im- 
mediately given to the operations of the union hi- 
therto experienced, by an enlargement of the do- 
minions of the crown, and the removal of ancient 
and warlike enemies to a greater diſtance, _ 
At the concluſion therefore of the late war, the 
moſt glorious and advantageous that ever had been 
carried on by Britiſh arms, your loyal coloniſts, 
having contributed to its ſuccels, by ſuqh repeated 
* ſtrenuous exertions, as frequently 3 
| them 
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them the diſtinguiſhed approbation of your. Maje- 
_ iy, of the late King, and of. lt Brant doubted 


not, but that they ſhould be- permitted, with the 


reſt of the empire, to ſhare in the bleſſings of 


peace, and the emoſuments of victory and conqueſt 
A bile theſe recent and bonour able acknowledgements. 
of, their merits remained on retord in the journals, and 


acts of that auguit leg iflature, the Parliament, unde 


faced by the imputation or even the ſuſpicion of eny of - 
fence, they were? alarmed-by u neu ſyllem of ſtatutes 
and regulations adopted. for the quminiſtration of | the 
Colonies, that filled, their minds with, the: moſt painful 


Jears and gealoufies 5; and, to their inexpreſſible aſitnſh- 


went ji perceived the danger of foreign quarrel 
Quickly ſucceeded by domeſtic langer, in their Juggement 
a more dreadful hind, 


DCy. in this ſyſtem to promote the welfare of their 
mother country. For though. its effects were more 


— were theſe anxieties: we ST by any ten- | 


immediately felt by them, yet its influence appear- 


ed to be injurious to the commerce and proſperity 
we Great-Britain.. 


We ſhall decline the wee ned taſk of defcrib- 
ing the irkſome variety of artifiees, practiſed by 


many of your Majeſty's miniſters, the deluſive 


 pretences, fruitleſs terrors, and unavailing ſcveri- 
ties, that have from time to time been dealt out by 


them, in their attempts to execute this impolitic 5 
| plan, or of tracing. through a ſeries of years paſt 
the progreſs of the unhappy differences between 


Great - Britain and theſe colonies,” that Pas famed 


from this fatal ſource. 


n Majeſty's miniſters, peiſevering in their 


meaſures, 
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enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our 


own defence, and have engaged us in a controverſy 


o peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of your ſtilF 
faithſul coloniſts, that when we conſider whom we: 


muſt ſe in this conteſt, and if it eontinues, 
what may be the confequences, our own particu- 


lar misfortunes are accounted by us only as part of 


our diſtreſs. © 


Knowing to what violent reſentments and incu- 


rable animoſities, civil diſcords are apt to exaſpe 
rate and inflame the contending parties, we think 


\ Almighty God, to your Majeſty, to our fellow= 
fubjects, and to ourſelves, immediately to uſe all 


1 


ourſelves requited by indiſpenſible obligations to 


the means in our power, not incompatible with 


our ſafety, for ſtopping the further effuſion of blood, 


and for averting the impending calamities that 


threaten the Britiſh empire. rite | 
Thus called upon to addreſs your Majeſty on 


affairs of ſuch moment to America, and probably 


to all your dominions, we are earneſtly deſirous of 
performing this office, with the atmoſt deference. 
for your Majeſty ; and we therefore pray, that your 
Majeſty's royal magnanimity and benevolence may 


make the molt favourable conſtructions of our ex- 
preſſions on ſo uncommon an occaſion. Could we 


repreſent, in their full force, the ſentiments, that 


agitate the minds of us your dutiful ſubjects, we. 


are peſuaded, your Majeſty would afcribe any ſeem- 
ing deviation from reverence in our language, and 


even in our conduct, not to any reprehenfible in- 


tention, but to dhe impoſſibility of reconciling the: 


— — 


ding to open | hoſtilities for 
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E. 
uſual appearances of reſpect with a juſt attention to 
our own, preſervation againſt thoſe artful and cruel 


enemies, Who abuſe your royal confidence and au- 


* for the purpoſe of nne our deſtruc- 


3 to your Majeſty! 8 perſon, family, and 
government, with all N that principle and 


affection can inſpire, connected with Great-Britain 


by the ſtrongeſt ties that can unite ſocieties, and de- 
ploring every event that tends — any degree to 
weaken them, we ſolemnly e your | Majeſty, 
that we not only moſt — defire the former 
harmony. between her and theſe colonies may be 
_ reſtored; but that a concord may be eſtabliſhed 

between them upon ſo firm a baſis as to perpetuate 
its bleſſings uninterrupted by an future ientions 
to ſucceeding generatiens in both countries, and to 


tranſmit your Majeſty's name to poſterity, adorned - 
with that ſignal and laſting glory, that has attended 


the memory of thoſe illuſtrious perſonages, whoſe 


virtues and abilities have extricated ſtates from dan- 


gerous convulſions, and, by ſecuring happineſs to 


monuments to their own fame. 

We beg leave farther to aſſure your Majeſty, 
notwithſtanding the ſufferings of your loyal colo- 
niſts, during the courſe of this preſent controverſy, 
our breaſts retain. too tender a regard for the king- 
dom from which we derive our, origin, to requeſt 
ſuch a reconciliation, as might in any manner be 
inconſiſtent with ber dignity, or her welfare. 
Theſe, related as we are to her honour and duty as 
N wel as inclination induce us to ſupport and n 


— 


. others, have erectecdd the moſt noble and durable ; 
"that. 
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and the 1 185 E hearts 
with ubſpeakable grief, being once removed, your 
Majeſty will find your faithful ſubjects on this con 
tinent ready and illing at all times, as they Have 


ever been, with their lives and "Pu to aſſert 


and maintain the rights and intereſts'of your Ma- 
jeſty,” and of dur mother cou⁰ỹt . 
We therefore beſecch your Majeſty, that your 
royal authority and. influence may be gracioufly in- 
terpoſed to procure us relief from our afflicting 
fears and jealouſies, occafioned by =_ ſyſtem be- 
fore mentioned, and to ſettle peace through oy 
__ 'of your dominions, with al! — ſubmit- 


g to un Majeſty's wiſe conſideration, whether 


A bey ant be expedient for facititating/thoſe i im 

tanit purpoſes, at your Majeſty be pleaſed to direct 
ſome mode, by which the ae applications of 
vo 6 ithful coloniſts to the throne, in purſuance 


of their common councils, 3 de improved into a 


happy and permanent reconci iatiom; and that in 
"Oy mean time meaſures may 4 taken for —_ 


88 in I OT 1 3 

For by ſuch ace as 1 Maj 8 vil 
4 dom can form for collecting the — ſenſe 5 
your American” people, we are convinced, 
Majeſty would receive ſuch ſatisfactory proofs of 
the diſpoſition of the coloniſts towards their ſove- 
"reign and the parent ſtate, that the wiſhed for o 
portunity would ſoon be reſtored to them, of 
33 the ſincerity of their Fee by evety 


teſtimony 
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moſt affectionute Coloniſts. 


c. reported the ſame, which was read. | 
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teffimoty of devotion becoming the moſt dutiful fubjects and the 


That your Majeſty may enjoy a long and proſperous reign, and | 


that your deſcendants may govern your dominiens, with konour to 
themſelves and happineſs to their ſubjects, is our fincere prayer, 


The Committee appointed to prepare à letter to the Lord Mayer 
On motion, Reſolved, That the fame Committee pr re a letter 
to Richard Penn, Eſq; and the Colony Agents by nate in England. 
The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of the Addreſs to 


the iahabitänts of Great-Britain, which being debated by para- 
graphs, was agreed to as follows: © 1 n | N 2 
Te Twelve Unitell Colonies by their Delegates in Cingre/i, to the 7 


* bitants of Great-Britain. 


A Finn, Conitrymen, and Brethgen 5 Gat 
By theſe, and every other appellation, that may deſignate the ties 
which bind US to each other, we entreat your ſerious attention to 


Wo. 


this our ſecond attempt to prevent their diſſolution. Remembrance 


of former friendſhips, pride in the glorious atchievments of our 
common _ anceſtors and affection for the heirs of their virtues, have 


_ hitherto: preferved our mutual cotmection ; but when that friendſhip 


is violated by the groſſeſt injuries; when the pride of anceſtry be: 
<comes our reproach, and we are no otherwiſe allied than as tyrants 


And flaves; when reduced to the melancholy alternative of renoune- 


ing your favour, or our freedom; can we hefitate about the choice? 
Let the ſpirit ot Britons determine. | 8 


In a former addreſt- we afferted our rights and ftated the injurice we 


bad then received. We hoped: that the mention of our wWrongs 
would have rouſed that honeſt indignation, Which bas ſlept too long 1 
for your honour, or the welfare of the empire. But we have not 


een permitted to entertain this pleaſing expectation. Every day 


brought an accumulation of injuries, and the invention of the mi- 


niſtry has been conſtantly exerciſed, in adding to the calamities of 


your American brethren. . | 
Atter the moſt valuable right of legiſlation was infringed ; when 
then the powers, aſſumed by your Parliament, in which we are not 
zrepreſented, and from our local and other circumſtances cannot pro- 


1 repreſented, rendered our property precarious; after being 


nied that mode of trial, to Which we have long been indebted for 
the ſaſety of our perſons and the preſervation of our liberties; atter 
being in many inſtances diveſted of theſe laws, which were tranſ- 
«mitted to US by our common anceſtors, and ſubjected to an 4 bi- 
trary code, compiled under the auſpices of Roman tyrants; after 
thoſe charters, which encouraged our predeceflors to brave death ana 
„%% ne art dS ay one fmt,» Ganges 
II; | 3 
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amidit barbarous and inhoſpitable nations, were annulled ; when, 
without the form of trial, without à public accuſation, whole colo- 


_ nies. were condemned; their trade deſtroyed, their inhabitants i impo - 
veriſhed; when ſoldiers were encoura * to embrue their hands in 


the blood of Americats, by offers of impunity; when new modes 


of trial were inſtituted for the ruin of the accuied, where the charge 


carried with it the horrors of conviction; when. a deſpotic govern- 
ment was eſtabliſhed in a neighbouring province, and its limits ex- 
tended to every of our frontiers; we little imagined that any thing 
could be added to this black catalogue of unprovoked injuries; but 
we have unbappily been deceived ; and the late meaſures of the 
"Britiſh miniſtry fully convince us, that theit object is 4: reduction 


of theſe colonies to flavery and ruin. 


To confirm this aſſertion, let us recal your attention ws the affairs 
of America, fince our laſt addreſs, Let us combat the calumnies of 
© our enemies; and let us warn you of the dangers that threaten 


in our deſtruction, Many of your fellow ſubjects, whoſe firuation 
. deprived them of other ſupport, drew their maintenance from the 
fea; but the deprivation of our liberty being inſufficient to ſatisfy 


the reſentment of our enemies, the horrors of famine were ſuper- 
added, and a Britiſh Parliament, who, in better times, were the 
tectors of innocence and patrons of humanity, bave, without diſtinc- 
tion of age or ſex, robbed thoufands of the food, which they were 
accuſtomed to draw from that inexhauſtable ſource, placed 1 in ou 
neighbourhood by the benevolent Creator, 


Another act o your le giſlature ſnuts our ports and prohibits dur 


trade with any but thoſe ſtates, from whom the great law of ſelf⸗ 
| preſervation renders it abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould at preſent 
withhold our commerce. But this act (whatever may have been ts 


| deſign) we conſider - rather as injurious to your oppulence, than our 


intel eſt. All our commerce terminates with you; and the wealth, 
we procure from other nations, is ſoon exchanged for your ſuper- 


fluities. Our remittances muſt then ecaſe with our trade; and our 


refinements with our affluence. We'truſt however, that laws, which 
deprive us of every bleffing, but a "ſoil that teems with the neceſſa- 
ries of life, and that liberty which renders the enjoyment of _ 
ſecure, will not relax our vigour in their defence. 

We might here obſerve on the cruelty and inconfiſtency of thabs, 
who, =E they publickly brand us with-reproachful and unwort 
epithets, endeavour to deprive us of the means of defence, by their 
interpoſition with foreign powers, and to deliver us to the lawleſs 
ravages of a mercilefs ſoldiery. But happily. we are not without 
reſources; and though the timid and humilating applications of a 
Britith N ſnould 1 85 with W nations, yet induſtry, 


. 
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| prompted by neceſſity, will not leave us without the neceſſary ſuy- 
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We could wiſn to go no further, and, nbc to wound the car of 


humanity, leave untold thoſe rigorous acts of * eppreffion, which are 
daily exerciſed in the town of Boſton, did we not hope, that by. diſ- 


_ elaiming their deeds and puniſhing the perpetrators, you would ſhortly 
vindicate the honour of the Beitiſh name, and re-eftabliſh the violated- 


laws of. juſtice. & 7 9 0 | 
\ That once populous, flouriſhing and commercial town is now gar- 


niſoned by an army lent, not to protectz but to entlave its inhabi- 


fants.---The civil government us overturned, and a military deſpotiſm 
erectcd upon its ruins... Without law, without right, powers are aſ- 


Famed unknown. to the conſtitution... Private property is unjuſtly in- 


vaded. The inhabitants daily ſubjected to the licentiouſneſs ol the 


ſoldiery, are forbid to remove in defiance of their natural rights, 


in violation of the moſt ſolemn compadts. Or if, after long and 


weariſome ſolicitation, a- paſs is procured, their effects are detained, 


and even thoſe who are moſt favoured,; have-no alternative but pover- 
prived of the neteſſaries of life, is a ſubjectʒ on which we would not 
viſh'to enlarge. 45 | | 


or flavery;. The diſtreſs of many. thouſand people, wantonly de- 


© Yet we cannot but obſervey that a'Britiſh fleet-( unjuſtified even by 


acts of your legiſlature) are gaily employed in ruining our commerce, 
ſeizing. our ſhips,. and depfiving whole' communities of their daily 
bread, Nor will a regard for your honour permit us to be ſilent, 


while Britiſh troops ſully your glory, by actions, which the moſt in- 
veterate enmity will not palllate among” civilized nations, the wanton - 
and unneceffary deſtruction of Charleſtown, a large- ancient, and 
once populace town, juſt befare deſerted By its inhabitants, Who had 


fled to-avoid the fury of your ſoldiery. 


If you ſtill retain-thoſe ſentimedts of compaſſion, by whichBritons + 
have ever been diſtinguiſhed; if the humanity; which tempered the 
yYalour of our common anceſtors, has not degenerated into eruelty, 


| | you will lament the miſeries of their deſcendanta. 


| 
| 
} 


To wbat are we to\attribute this treatment r If to any ſecret prin-"- 
eiple of the oonſtitution, let it be mentioned; let us learn, that tho 
government, we have long revered, is not without its defects, and 
that while it gives freedom to a part, it neceſſarily euſlaves the re- 
mainder of the empire. If ſuch u principle exiſts why tor ages has- 
it ceafed to operate Why at this time is it called into action? Can 
no reaſon be aſſiyned for this conduct? Or mutt it be refolved into the 


wanton exerciſe, of arbitrary power? And ſhall the deſcendants of 


Britons tamely ſubmit to this---No Sirs! We never will, while we 
revere the memory of our gallant and virruous anceſtors; we never 
"can ſurrender thoſe glorious privileges, for which they tought, bled,... 
audconquered.- Admit that your fleet could deſlroy our towns, and». 
bebe „ . n | | | . PAVayge” 
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rarageè our ſea- coaſts; theſe are inconſiderable objects, things of ne» 
moment to men, whoſe boſoms glow with the ardor of liberty, We. 
can retire beyond the reach of your navy, and, without any ſenſible di- 
munition of the neceflaries of life, enjoy a. luxury, which from that. 
period you will want; THE LUXURY OF BEING EREE.., 
; We know the-force of your arms, and was it called forth inthe: 
F . - cauſe of juſtice and your country, we might dread the exertion; but 
j | vill Brizons fight under the banners of tyranny ?. Will they counter- 
act the labours, and diſgrace the victories of their anceſtors ? Will. 
they forge chains for their poſterity. * If they deicend to this unwor- 
thy taſk, will their ſwords retain their edge, their arms their accuſlo · 
med vigour? Britons can never become the inſtrumencs. of oppreſſion, 
vo laoſe the * of. freedom, by which alone they are invin- 
e IN ICE | | Ms 
Our enemies charge us with ſedition.. I What does it conſiſt? In. ; 
our refuſal to ſubmit. to unwarrantable acts of injuſtice and cruelty ?- 
If fo, ſhew us a period in your. biſtory,, in which you have not been, 
__ © equally feditious ? Fr e 
* We are accuſed of aiming at independence; hut how is this accu 
ſation ſupported? By the 8 of your miniſters, not by our 
actions. Abuſed, inſulted; and contemned, what ſteps have we pur- 
fued to obtain redreſs? We have carried our dutiful petitions to th 
r  throne,---We have applied-to your juſtice for relief. We. have re- 
ttrenched our luxury and withheld our trade... 47 4 
The advantages of our commerce were deſigned as a compenſation. 
fror your protection: When you. ceaſed to protect, for what were we 
to compenſate?s? N R od” Fs 4 
What has been. the ſucceſs. of our endeavours? The clemency of | 
our ſovereign is unhappily diverted ? our petitions are treated with 
indignity; our prayers anſwered by inſults. Our application to you 
remains unnoticed, and leaves us the melancholy apprehenſion, af. 
your wanting either the will, or the power, to afliſt us. + 3 
Even under theſe circumſtances, what meafures have we taken that i 
betray Ds of. independence? Have we called in the aid of thoſe | 
foreign boußh, who are the rivals of your grandeur ? When your 
troops were few and defenceleis, did weggake advantage of their di- ' 
flreſs and expel them our towns ?- Or hat we permitted them to for- . 
tify, to receive new aid, and to acquire an additional firength? "© 
Leet not, your enemies and ours perſuade you, that in this we were 2 
influenced by fear or any other unworthy motive. The lives of Bri- a 
tons are ſtill dear to us. They are the children of our parents, aud | 
an uninterrupted intercourſe of mutual benefits had knit the bonds gf 
of friendſhip,., When, hoſtilities. were commenced, when on a late 4 
occaſion wg were. wantonly attacked by your troops, though we re- . 
pelled their aſſaults, and returned their blows; yet we lamented the — 
wounds they obliged us to give; nor have we yet learned to rejoice. ie. 
4 r a e eee | Az | 
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+ we ſhall, in the ſimple language of truth, avow the meaſures we have 


purſued, the motives, upon which we have acted, and our future 
5 deſigns. a 4 \ q ; Y | 
When our late petition to the throne produced no other effe& than 


freſh imjuries, anit<yores of your legiſlature, calculated to juſtify. 
now ſeverity; When your fleets and your armies were prepared to 
wreit from us our property, to b us of our liberties or our lives; 


when the hoſtile attempts of General Gage evipced his defigns; we 


levied ar mies for our ſecurity and defence. When the powers, veſted 


in the Governor ef Canada, gave us reaſon to apprehend danger 


Et dc KoeetleD a OTE 


without their conſent. | | 
It is alledged that we contribute nothing to the common defence. 
To this we anſwer, that the advantages, which Great-Britain receive: 
. f ; e from 


„ 


trom that quarter; and we had frequent inti mations that a cruel and 
ſavage enemy was to be let looſe upon the defenceleſs inhabitants of 
df our frontiers; we took ſuch meaſures. as prudence. dictated, as 


Ticonderoga. Let give us leave molt ſolemnly to aſſure you, that 
we have not. yet loſt ſight. of the object we have ever bad in view, 
a reconciliatio with you on gonſtitutional principles, and a reſtora- 
tion of that friendly intercourſe, which, to the advantage of both, 
we till lately maintained. | 755 


be inhabitants of this country apply themſelyes chiefly to agr. 


culture gnd commerce. As their faſhions and manners are ſimilar to 


yours, your markets muſt afford the conveniences and luxuries, for 


which they exchange. the produce of their labours. The wealth of 
this extended continent centers”; with you; and. our trade is ſo regu- 


lated as to be ſubſervient only to your intereſt. Vou are too reaſon» 
able to expect, that by taxes (in addition to this) we ſhould contri- 


bute to your expence, to believe after diverting che fountain that the 
ſtreams can flow, with unabating force. BY A Fang lpphagh ty) 


my will juſtify... We poſſeſſed. ourſelves of Crown · Point — ; 
Wn 


1. It has buen e e mefttifficaronocar - 


commerce. From whence is this inference drawn? Not from our 


words, we having repeatedly declared he contrary; and we again 


profeſs our ſubmiſſion to the ſeveral. acts of trade and navigation 


fled before the year 1763, truſting neverthelefs in the equity and 
uſtice of Parliament, that ſuch of them as, upon cool and impartial 
conſideration, thall' appear to have impoſed unneceſſary or grievous 
reſtrictions, will, at ſome. bappier- period, be repealed or altered. 
And we cheerfully conſent to the operation of- ſuch acts of the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament as ſhall be reſtrained to the regulation of our external 
commerce, for the- purpoſe” of ſecuring the commercial advantages 
of the whole empire to the mother country, and the commercial 
benefits of its reſpectipe members, excluding every idea of taxation 
internal or external, N 
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or railing a revenue. on the ſubjes in America 
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Pb | A | 
from the monopely of our trade far exceed our proportion of the 
axpence nece for that purpoſe. But ſhould theſe advantages be. 


Inadequate thereto, let the reſtrictions on our trade be removed, and 


we will cheerfully contribute ſuch proportion when conſtitutionally 
uired, ; | £213 8 
* is a fundamental prineiple- of the Britiſh conſtitution, \that every 
man ſhould have at leaſt a repreſentative ſhare in the formation of 
theſe laws, by which he is bound. Were it otherwiſe, the regula- 


tion of our internal police by a Britiſh Parliament, who are and ever 
will be unacquainted with our local circumſtances,. muſt be always 


inconvenient, and frequently oppreſſive, working our wrong, without 
yielding any poſſible advantage to you. LY r 

A plan of accommodation (as it has been abſurdly ealled) has been 
propoſed by your Miniſters to our reſpective Afſemblies.. Were this 
propoſab free from every other objection, but that which ariſes from» 
the time of the offer, it would not be unexceptionable. Can men de- 
liberate with the bayonet, at their breaſt? Can they treat with free- 


dom, when their towns are ſacked;, when-daily-inſtanees'of injuſtice. 
nnd oppreſſion diſturb the flower operations of reaſon.? eee 


why was it delayed till the nation was put to uſeleſe expence, and we 


were reduced to our preſent melancholy fituation ? If it holds forth. 


nothing, why was it propoſed Un indeed to- deceive you into 
a belief, that we were unwilling to liſten to any terms ef accommo- 


ation * But what is ſubmitted to our conſideration?” We contend for 


the diſpoſal of our property. We are told that our demand is unrea- 


ſonable, that ouf Aﬀemblies may indeed collect our money, but that 


muſt at the ſame time offer; not be exigences or ours. 
require; but ſo much as ſhall be deemed ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
res of a Miniſter. and enable him to provide for favourites and de- 
pendants.” A recurrence to your omñ treaſury will convince you- 

ow little of the money already extorted from us has been applied: 
to the relief of your -burthens.. To ſuppoſe that we would thus 


graſp the ſhadow, and give up the ſubſtance is adding inſult to inju- | 


3 1128 49200 4 | Fo 93 "Pp k . N 
We have nevertheleſs again preſented an humble and 
dutiful petition to our Sovereign ; and to remove ever 


imputation of obſtinacy, have requeſted his Majeſty to di- | 


rect ſome mode, by which the united / applications of 


his faithful coloniſts may be improved into a happy and 


permanent xeconciliation. We are willing to treat og; 
ſuch terms as can alone render an accommodation laſting, 
and we flatter ourſelyes, that our pacific: endeavours 
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will = attended ajth a removal. of mioiterial . and 


_ a repealof thoſe laws, of the operation of which we com- 


plain, on the one part, and a diſbanding of our army and 
2 diffolution of our commercial aſſociations on the other. 
Vet conclude not from this, that we propoſe to 


5 ſurrender our property into the hands of your mini- 


ſtey, or veſt your parliament with a power which 


may terminate in our deſtruction. The great bulwarks 


of our conftitution we have defired to maintain by 
every temperate, by every peaceable means; but Jour 
miniſters (equal foes to Britiſh and American freedom) 
have added to their former oppreſſions an attempt to 


reduce us by the ſword to a baſe and abject ſubmiſſion. 
On the ſword | therefore we are compelled to rely for 


protection. Should victory declare in your favour, yet 
men trained to arms from their infancy and animated 
by the love of liberty will afford neither a cheap or eaſy 


conqueſt. Of this at leaſt we are aſſured, that our 


ſtruggle will be glorious, our ſucceſs certain, Hans _ 


in death we ſhall-find that region, which in a ”_ 


r u. us to enjoy. 

Let us now aſk what advantages are to attend © our te- 
duction The trade of a ruined and deſolate country is 
always inconſiderable, its revenue trifling; the expence 
of ſubjecting and retaining it in ſubjection certain and 
inevitable. What then remains but the gratification of 
an ill· judged pride, ot the hope of ee us ſubſer- 


vient to defigns on your liberty. 


Soldiers, who have ſheathed their ſwords. i in the 3 
els of their American brethren, will not draw them 
with more reluctance againſt you. When too late you 
may lament. the loſs of that freedom, which we exhort 
you, while il} in your power, to preſerve. 

On the other hand, ſhould you prove l 
Niguld that connection, which we moſt ardently wiſh 


to maintain, be diſſolved; ſhould your miniſters exhauſt 


_ Y 


*. 142 * 1 
1 | 


is e 0 — the blood of your: countrymen 

c Win attempts on our liberty; do they, not deliver 

you; weak and defenceleſs, to your natural —_— | 
Since then your Liberty muſt be the price of 
ciel your ruin, of your defeat . What . 


Fatality can urge you to a purſuit deſtructive of all tha 
Britons hold — ee 7a 


If you have no regard to the e ee ther bak fot 
ſubſiſted between · us; if you have forgot the wounds 


| 1 we received fi ting by your fide, for the extention of 


the empite; if our commerce is not an object below 
your conſideration; if Juſtice and humanity - have loſt 
their influence on your hearts; ſtill motives are not 


wanting, to excite your indignation at the meaſures now 


purſued: n wn your" yy Your _— are 
at ſtake. 

:-- Norwithſtmding the diftrefs to ebiieh we ure reduced, 
we ſometimes forget our own afflictions, to anticipate 
and ſympathize in yours. We grieve, that raſh and 
| Inconfiderate councils ſhguld precipitate the deſtruction 
of an empire, Which has been the envy and admiration 
of ages, and call God to witneſs! that we would part 
with our property, endanger our lives, and ſacrifice 
oy thing, but Liþerty, to redeem you from ruin. 

A cloud hangs over your heads and ours; c'er this 
wacher you, it may probably burſt upon us; let us 
then (before the retgembrance of former kindneſs is ob · 
1 once more repeat thoſe appellations which are 
ever grateful in our ears. Let us entreat Heaven to 


u vert our ruin, and the deſtruction that threatens our 


friends, brethren, and ene on the other ſide 
Hin the Achte. {9 wi V 15 
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r the Preßdeßt. 


. 


The Letter to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Li- 


very of London, being en and e e _— 
| agreed to as follows : WR Ng" 


u Lord, 


Permit the delegates of the n of twelve ancient 
Colonies, to pay your Lordſhip and the very reſpectable 


body of which you are head, the juſt tribute of grati- 


tude and thanks, for the virtuous and unſolicited reſent- 


ment you have ſhewn to the violated rights of a free peo- 
ple. The city of London, my Lord, having in all ages, 


juſt government, againſt lawleſs tyranny and oppreſſion, 
cannot fail to make us deeply ſenfible of the powerful p 


aid our cauſe muſt receive from ſuch advocates. A 
cauſe, my Lord, worthy the ſupport of the fitſt city in 


the world, as it involves the fate of a great continent, 


and threatens to ſhake the foundations of a nd 
and till lately, a happy empire. 

North-America, my Lord, wiſhes moſt ardenily for a 
ace connection with Great Britain on terms of juſt 


liberty; leſs than which generous minds wilt 
and cou nor brave and free ones be willing to receive. 


* cruel war has at length been opened againſt us, and ; 


whilſt we prepare to defend ourſelves like the deſcend- 
ants of Britons, we ſtill hope that the mediation of wiſe 
and good citizens will at length prevail over deſpotiſm, 
and-reſtore harmony and-peace, on' permanent phe 
to an oppreſſed and divided empire. 
| We have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 


Ju With great debug 


Vour Lordſhips 8 


Faithful friends and fellow rubies. 


Orgered, Thar the ahove be trnſerivd, and then Gy” 
th way The 
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The committee appointed to prepare a ne to Mr. 
Penn, and the Colony Agents, er . ay whe 
was read, and approved as follows: | 

Gentleman, | | 
The perſeverence of the Britiſh miniſtry; i in n un- 
juſt and cruel ſyſtem of Colony adminiſtration, has: oe. 
caſioned the meeting of another Congtreſs. 

Me bave again appealed to the juſtice of our Saves | 
reign for protection againſt the deſtruction which his 
miniſters meditate for his American ſubjects. This pe- 
tition to his Majeſty, you will pleaſe, Gentlemen, to pte. 
ſent to the King with all convenient expedition, after 
which we deſire it may be given to the Public. We 
likewiſe-ſend you our ſecond application to the equiry” 
and intereſt of our fellow ſubjects in Great Britain, and 

alſo a declaration, ſetting forth the cauſes of our taking 
up arms; both which we wiſh may be immediately put 
to preſs, and communicated as univerſally as poſſible. 

Iz he Congreſs entertain the higheſt ſenſe of the wiſe 
and worthy interpoſition of the Lord Mayor and Livery ' 
of. London, in favour of injured America. They have 

expreſſed this their ſenſe in a letter to his Lordſhip and 

the Livery, which we defire may be preſented in the 
manner moſt agreeable to that reſpectable body, 

:You will oblige us, Gentlemen, by giving the moſt 
early information to the Congreſs, and to the Speakers of 
our reſpective Aſſemblies of your preceeding in this 
buſineſs, and ſuch further intelligence as you may judge 
to be of importance to Ameriea in this great conteſt. 

| We are, with great regard, 1 

E Gentlemen, &c. | 
Ordered, That the above be fairly tranſcribed and 

then ſigned by the Preſident, and by him ſent under co- 

ver, together with the petition to the King, and addreſs 

to the inhabitants of Great Britain, and the letter to the 

Lord Mayor, Kc. to Rirbard Penn, Eſq; and that the 


President 4 


| ( 1 y 
Prefidenit Tadel Mr. 1 in hehalf of * Congreſs, to 
join with the C9jony, Agents | in preſenting the Festen 
to the Ki tcl 
158 " Adjourned, til Monday at 9 o'clock. . kia? 


_ ,  Monvay, July n no. 
Met according to adjournment. 2 
ate being given, that there was a "FRG 
in town well acquainted with the ſtate and diſpoſition of. 
the Indians, a motion was made for introducing him, 
Tt he was accordingly introduced and examined. 
The Committee appointed to deviſe ways and means 
for putting the militia in a proper ſtate for the defence 
of America, brought in their report, which was read, 
and after debate referred for further conſideration. , 
1 Adjourned till to-morrow A, 9 0 e 


14 


Nr July 11, 1775. 5 . 


Met according to ei. 


e report of the committee on Indian affairs was 
raklen up and read; and after ſome debate, the ſane was 
deferred till to- morro w. 1 

On information that there was two companies of tifle- 
men raiſed in Lancaſter inſtead of one, : 


_* Reſdbved, That both be taken into che Continent 
ſervice,” 


« An addreſs of deputies fra the different pariſhes 
of the Iſlands of Bermuda“ to the Congrels WAS FR 
ed b read. 


e un to-morrow at 9 &clock. 


5 WxZIDNIND AL, July 12, 17756. 
Met according to "Abt LAY 2 
A Gentleman from the \perpbmoas of Quebee » way in 
be and examine. 


Letters from Governor Cooke ind General ww 7! 
were read, © 


cw) 


being gone through, was agreed to as follows: 
That the ſecuring and preſerving the friendſhip of the 


moment to theſe colonies. 


That there is too much reaſon to apprehend, that ad- 
miniſtration will ſpare no pains to excite the ſeveral na- 


and that it becomes us to be very active and vigilant in 


exerting every prudent means to ſtrengtken and confirm 
the wk 


— : 
| has been late] manife d by ſome of th to t 
fouthward, 1. the 
As the Indians depend on the Colonifts for arms, 
.ammunition arid cloathing, which are become neceſſary 


theſe Colonies. 3 

That there be . three departments of il As 
northern, middle and ſouthern. The northern te extend 
_ o far ſouth as · to include the whole of the Indians known 
by the name of the Six Nations, and all the Indians 


to extend To far north as to include the Cherokees, and 
- The Indians that may be to the ſouthward of them. 
e middle to contain the Indian nations that lie be» 

tween the other two departments. 


That five Cemmiſſioners be appointed for 85 fouth- 


ern department. 


I) bat for each of the ather two r chere be 


appointed three Commilhoners, _ 


That the Commutſioners have power to treat vit the | 
Indians in their reſpective departments, in the name 


and on behalf of the United Colonies, in __ 2 


0 ſerve 


Tbe Congreſs then reſumed the confideration of the 
report of the committee on Indian affairs, and the fame. | 


tions of Indians to take up arms againſt theſe Colonies z- 


di poſition towards thefe Colonies, which 
evailed amo Rea” northern tribes, and which 


to their ſubſiſtance, that ommiſhoners be appointed by 
this Congreſs to ſuperintend Indian affairs in behalf of 


* 


Indian nations appears to be a ſubject of the utmoſt 


_ northward of thoſe tions. The ſouthern department 


e 147, 3 


n peace apd friendſhip with the ſaid Indians, 1 
prevent their taking any part in the preſent OY 7 9 

That the Commiſſioners for the ſouthern depar; 
receive from the Continental Treaſury the ſum 9 8 
thouſand dollars; the Commitſhoners for the 9900 
and northern department the form of fix thouſand fix. 
hundred and fixty-fix and two thirds, fort each ot their 
reſpective departments, for defraying - the FAROE: 0 
treaties and preſents to the Indiass. 

That the olamigtonet, reſpectixel have power. ta, 
take to their affiftance gentlemen of i luence among the 
Indians in whom they can copfigę, and to appoint agents, 
reſiding near or among the Indians, to watch the conduct 
of the fuperinrendants and their emiffarics. 

That in cafe the Commiſfioners for the reſpective 
diſtricts, or any one of them in either diſtrict, ſhall have 
ſatis factory proof, that the King's ſyperintendants, their 

| depuries or agents, or any other perſon Whatſoever, are 
active in ſtirring up or exciting the Indians, or any of 
them, to become inimical to the American Colonies, 
ſuch Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners. qught to cauſe 
ſuch ſuperintendants or other offender to be ſeized and 
. kept in fafe cuſtody, until order ſhall be taken therein 
by a majority of the Commiſſioners, of the diſtricts, if 
where ſuch ſeizure is made, ot by the Continental Con- 1 
grels or a Committee of ſaid .Cong eſs, to whom ſuch 10 
eizure, with the cauſes of it, ' tha Ir as ſoon as Peffible 
after, be made known. 

That the Commiſſioners mall exhib N accounts of 

the expenditure of all monies by them reſpectively to be 
received for the purpoſes aſoreſaid, to every ſucceeding 
Continental Congre $, or Committee of Covgreſs, toge- 
ther with a general ſtate of Indian affairs in their ſeveral 
departments, in order that the Congreſs may be inform- 
ed, from time to time, of every 1 as may con- 


cern them to know and avail themſelves af, for the be- 
- Hefir of the common cauſe. That 


a . — p * "oC 
- © "5 ts OBS Ce. GC - ew e 2965 Dew 46 _— 
' . * wa ry * * . 
* my 0 — 
— 2 
— q 4 - 4a - . % 2 hk + L 2 
| * > — — 0 A - 


* _ y P 


r 


4 1 . which has been ctabliſhed under the care, of 
Doctor Wheelock, on Connecticut river; and as there 
are nine or ten Tadian youths at that ſchool, chiefly from 
the tribes reſiding at Quebec; and as for want of a pro- 
per tund, there is danger that theſe youths may be ſent, 
back to theirfriends, which will probably excite jealou- 
ſy and diſtruſt, and be attended with bad conſequences, 
the Commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the northern de» 
artment be authoriſed to receive, out of the Continental 
Freaky, 3 ſum not exceeding five hundred. dollars, to, 
be applied by them for the ſupport of ſaid Indian youths. 
On motion made, reſolbed, That a Committee of five, be 
appointed to deviſe ways and means to protect the trade 
of theſe Colonies, 
The following were choſen: Mr. Jay, Mr. F Franklin, 
Mt. Gadiden, Mr. Deane, and Mr. Lee. 
' Adjourned till to- morrow at 8 0 RG N 
TunuxspAx, July 13, 1775. 5 
Met according to adjournment. _ . 
The Committee appointed to prepare proper Talks to. 
the Indians teported the ſame, which vas ee to as 
n 
48PEE c H 7o the Six Confederate Nie Mohawks, 
Oneidas, Tuſcaroras, Onondagas, Cayvgas, Senekas, 
_ from the Twelve United. Colonies, OY in ny at 
* Philadelphia,  — | 1 
Brotſers, Sachems, and Marrior r. * 
We, the Delegates from the Twelve United Proyin- 
ces, viz. Newhampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode 
Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, Neu- Jerſey, Pennſyl- 
vania, the three Lower Counties of N ewcaſtle, Kent and 
Suſſex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro- 
lina and South- Carolina, now fitting in General Congreſs 
at Philadelphia, ſend this. Talk to you our brothers. 
we are ixty-Hive"! in number, choſen and appointed 155 ; 
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' the lenny throughout” all theſe provitees and Colontes, 


to meet and ſit together in one great council, to conſult 
together for the common . of, the Tide and Tpeak- 
and act for them. 

Brothers, in our celui we Nag judged it pro- 4 
per and neceſſary to ſend ybu this Talk, as we are upon 
the fame land, that you may be informed of the re- 
ſons of this great council, the fituation of our civil con- 
ſtitution, and our diſpofition towards you our Indian 
Brothers of the Six Nations, and their Alles. 

(Three Strings, or a 2 Belt. 2 
Brothers and Friends, now attend, 

When our fathers crofſed the great water and dine 
over to this land, the Kingof England gave them a Talk, 
aſſuring them chat they and their children ſhould be bis 
children, and that if they would leave their native coun- 
try, and make ſettlements, and live here, and buy and 
ſell, and trade with their brethren beyond the water, they 
ſhould Mill keep hold of the ſame covenant chain and en- 
Joy peace. And it was covenanted, that the fields, 

x goods and poſſeſſions which our fathers ſhould 
acquire, ſhould remain to them as their own, JE be 
tue children's for ever, and at their ſole dif 

Truſting that this Covenant ſhould never be nen 

. our fathers came a great diſtance beyond the great wa- 
ter, laid out their money here, built houſes, Eleared 

fields, raiſed crops, and through their own labour and 
induſtry, grew tall and ſtrong. 

They have bought, ſold, and traded with England, b 
according to agreement, ſending to them ſuch things as 

| 4 wanted, and taking in exchange ſuch things. as 
N were wanted here. 

The King of England and his people kept the way 
open for more than one hundred years, and by our trade 
became richer, and by a union with us, greater and ſtrong- 
er than the other Kings and propic who live beyond the 
water. | | All 


pPleaſe, without aſking our leave. That our veſſels max 
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All chis time they ved. in great friendſhip with us, 
and we with them; for we are brothers, one blood. 
Whenever they were ſiruck, we inſtantly felt as tho 
the blow had been i to us: their enemies were our 
enemies. 
8 ra chan went do war, . men to ſtand 
by their fide 5 fight for thethe and our money to help 
them and make them ſtrong; 

They thanked us 5 our love, and ſent vs good 
Talks, and renewed their promiſe to þe one people for 
ever. 

Brothers and Fremls,. oben d kind Ear: 8 

We will now tell you of the quarrel between the 
counſellors of King eorge and the inhabitants an: co- 

onies of America. 

Many of his counſellors: are proud and wicked men. 

| They perſuade the King to break the covenant chain, 
and not to ſend. us any more good Talks. A conſiderable 
number have prevailed upon him to enter into a new: 
covenant againſt us, and have torn. aſſunder and caſt be- 
hind their backs the good old covenant which their an- 
ceftors, and ours entered into and took ſtrong hold of. 

They now tell us they will flip. their hand into out 

without aſking, as though it were their own ; 
and at their pleaſure they will take from us our charters. 
or witten civil conſtitution which we love as our lives: 
alſo our plantations, our houſes and goods whenever they 


go to this Iſland in the ſea, but to this or that particular 
Iſland we ſhall not trade any more. And in caſe of our 
non· compliance with theſe new. orders, they ſhut up out 
harbours. 5 
Brothers, this is our preſent fituation; thus have ma 5 
ny of the King's counſellors. and ſervants: dealt with us. 
If we ſubmit or comply with: their demands, you can 
Wy perceive to hat ſtate e reduced. If our 


People 


1 TY {(;, 2633) 
e labour i in the field, they will not know who Pol 


Wy . crop. If they hunt in the woods, it wil 
uncertain who ſhall caſte of the meat or have the Gy 
If they build houſes, the wilt not know whether they 
ay it round the fte wich their wives and children 
hey cannot be dure whether they ſhall be permitte 
Fog dunks ang. wear the wp their own labour 
an U TV, Wen 191 
e and Friends of the Six Natiogs/ | atten 4, aid 
4 e upon this Mand. have often 3 and intreated 
the Ki ng. and his ſervants the Confei that peace and 
arimony might ſtill continue between KY that we Fap- 
ot. Part with or looſe our. hold of the old covenant 
chain which united byr fathers and theirs, that we wan 
ed-to brig hten* this Ne and kee the v way open, a 1 
br 3 0 did; that wWe want to Fog with them 2 
rothers, labour, trade, travel abroad, cat aud dig 
Pease We have often aſked , them, to love us; an 
in Hendſhip,) with us as their " Fathers « did with. ours, 
-> Mok told the 185 that. we judged * We Were IF 
FOE in g In jure * at they. fig abt as. well kill us J 
1 away 4 Pr rty and the neceffaries of life, Ws 
L have aſked why 1 090 treat us thus? What has \ become | 
0 495 Ali, agel ſſes and Cophthearions to. 3255 
Who: hath ſhut the ears of the the cries 
© 19 85 1 No ſoft hs, 0 Fee voic 
Fond th e watef has yetſo upded in our gart 
J Wee thus 38h the marter twirt G Boi 5 
land and, N Vo Indians know how, thin; 145 


90 5 joned in faguly,. between. th "father. an Th 
85 e chil carries A little 41 5 . ngland \ we rear 


* 


- as the ater is land may | e e th 1 5% . 
Ihe 1 1 N fami ech ar b 
upon this 1. and,. 7. 1 6 a 1 number 6 12 
yants.! pk 1m i 1 on If his Fools: 2 12 * li | 
1 ee a . ts 1 
7 | 
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_— wy” "af were . to. fee the boy ſo FN an 
Wall on lo Abl, Wien his pack, They tel the fathe 
and adviſe. bim to 5 the child's pack ; they 1 
Vall; the pack 1 is increaſed ; the child takes it up again, 
as he thought je might be the father's pleaſure, ſpea 5 
ut few a tho (hoe very mall; for he was 
end the father, Those rod and wicked” ſervan 
finding they had prevailed, 1 aughed. to ſee the bay ſweat 
and ſtagger Under "his Tncreaſed BY. | By and by they 
ply te che. father. ro double the 
oh bY heafd Wis cot; Plain; and Without any reaſbti faid 
they, he is a crols chi, cotrect him if he complains any 
i ag T The boy intreats the ene addreſſes the 7 5 
Tervants.in a decent manner, at the pack might 
| 1 1 he could not g9 any ue humbly aks, 
| LM old athery, in an) of. their lots had deſcribe 
pack for the child ? Affe r all the tears and in- 
5 or the child, the Pack is Fredoubled; the chil 
1 105 2, lirtle, while ſta Wine under the weight, rea 
0 f fall every. motnent, . However he intreats the father 
© more, though. fs "faint, he could only liſp Hut by 
fat hymble {ſv} pplication; waits a while,no voice returns, 
| the child, ca the father would not heat, choſe 
5 Pn ſervan W eee his ſupplications, gr. apr 


ed. the cars of the. father. I therefore gives.on 
| ruggle and. throw: off - th e 7 ſays % cann 
take it up again, Ac a Wei ght will cruſh him 10 
| and Tan him, and he, can but die if he tefuſe. 
; Upon this thoſe Tetvants are very wroth, and tell the 
Bhs man "falſe Hories f reſpecting the child; 97 bln 
1 cu el to the father 
rike the © F hs _ 
5 5 may hoes to illuſtrate thi e preſent | cond n_of 
the ins. Anerd ican ſubjeCts « ot children. COT 
Arudſt "theſe 0 
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ing voice from fone of the K 


oy's, pack, becaulc 
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wiſe counſellors, who are our' friends, hd feel for our. 
diſtrefſts; when they heard our complaints and our crie-, 
they applied to the King, alſo told thoſe wicked ſors 
vants that his child in America was not a eroſs boy, it 
had ſufficient reaſon for erying, and if the "cauſe of its 
int was neglected, it would ſoon aſſume the voice 
of a man, plead for juſtice like a man, and defend its 
es ſupport the old wee een of the Raw. 
a: l ; 199 | 124211 140 1 
1b. Babies liſten! ne (8995 a Are lg NA 
1 all our lates we have but little 
hope the King will ſend us any mote good Talks, by 
reaſon of his evil eounſellors; they have perſuaded him 
to ſend an army of 5 — and many fhips of war, to 
rob and deſtroy us. They have ſhut up many of of 
harbours, ſeized ken into poſſeſſion many of our 
veſſels : the ſoldiers have ſtruck the blow, killed ſome of 
our people, the blood now runs of the American child - 
ren: they have alſo burned du SEARS: and YES 
dan much of our 3 41K e eee oh 
3 * ae e 971 2 
der ! we a how * "PT | dtc 
or give up our eivil conſtitution, run- away and 
leave our farms and houſes behind us. This muſt not 
be. Since the King's wicked counſellors will not open 
their ears, and confider our juſt complaints, and the cauſe 
* our weeping, and hath given the blow. We are de- 
mined to drive away the King's ſoldiers, and to kill 
nd deſtroy all thoſe wicked men we find in arms againſt 
e ee ace of the Twelve United Colonies upon this 
Iſland. We think our cauſe is juſt; therefore, hope 
God will be on our ide. We do not take up the hat» 
chet and ſtruggle for honour or conqueſt; but to main- 
tain our civil conſtitution and religious privileges, the | 
very ae Tos Which our nen let then native land | 
| | * Brothers, | 
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application ſhould be made to you by any of the King's 


en afterw ard? uy 


WT 
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Me deſire you will hear and receive what we have no 


told you, and that you will open a good, ear and liſten 
to what! we are now going to lays; This is a family 


quarrel betveen us and Oſd Eogland. You Indians are 


not concerned in it. We don't ane you to take up the 
hatchet againſt the King's troops. We you vou 2 

main at home and not join either ſide; but keep 
hatchet buried deep. In the name and behalf = 5 


our people we aſk and deſire you to love peace and main- 
tain; it; and to love and ſympathize with us in our trbu- 
bles ;- that the path may be kept open with all our peo? 


Fend yours, to paſs and repaſs without moleſtation. 


Brothers! we liye upon the ſame ground with you, 


The ſame. Iſland is dur commot birth- place. We der 
e to fit down under the ſame tres of peace with you 
let us water its roots and cheriſh its grewth, till the large 


2 and flouriſhing e ſhall ara to eſecrung 
ſun, and reach the Kies, wyd lie % . 4 
Brothers, obſerve well ! 4 zbodg 200 16 mu tht yde? 

What is it we have aſked of oP Nothing but peace, 
notwithſtanding our preſent diſturbed. ſituation 3 and if 


unwiſe and wicked: miniſters to join on their ſide, vg o 
ly-adviſe you te deliberate with great caution, and. in 


Vvour wiſdom look forward to the conſequences of a ch 


Pliance. For if the King's troops take away our pro- 


| erty, and deſtroy us who are of the ſame blood with 


themſelves; what can you, who. are an. on fr 


Therefore we ſay, Brothers, 8 On; Hold faſt * 


your covenant chain. Vou now know our [diſpoſition + | - 
towards you, the Six Nations of Indians, and your allies. 
Let this our good Talk remain at Onondaga, your cen- 
tral council houſe. We depend upon you to ſend and 


8 your allies to the — che ſeven tribes 
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5 n Fr ypu have this Wb e 
ours at the great council fire of the Six Nations — 


mg 
other at this. critical ſtate, of affairs. This Ifland new © 


trembles, the wind whiſtles from almoſt every quarter; 
let us fortify our minds, and ſhut. our eats! againſt falſe 


greed that the nomination of Commiſſioners for the actions 


when, they return, we invite your great men to come 
and conxerſe farther with us at Albany, where we intend: 
to te- kindle the wou ee Which Wust our ele 
tors ſat round, in great friend{hips pr 
8 ee 7/6 Frignds 4 | big Cie wil) 57 
10% 1s mon We.greet:you all. 
* well: 


(Tie we Bok . duale aalen 


Broilers, {RI GA enn 5 Joi 


MWe have ſala: we » with. vou Indians may. cominue i in 


e with one another, and with us the White People. 
us both be cautious in dur behaviour towards cach 


rumours} let us be cautious what we receive for truth, 

unleſs ſpoken by wiſe and good men. If any thing dil. 
agreeable ſhould ever fall out between, us, the Twelve 
United Colonies, and you, the Six Nations, to wound 
our peace, let us immediately ſeek, meaſures for healing 
the breach. From the preſent ſituation of our affairs, 


we judge it wiſe and expedient to kindle up a ſmall 


gouncil- fire at Albany, where we may hear each other's 


0 b A (mall. Belt. / 
* Ordered, That a peter T alk be prepare for the other 


| Indian Nations, preſervipg the tenor of the above, and 
e it ſo as to ſuit the. Indians. in the ſeveral m_ 


ments. 543 72" 
The Congreſs then e to the chgire of — 
r for Indian affairs, and after ſome debate, 4. 


ern 9 by n * nn” art. 
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Hoiſery for the northern/department, and the following 
Gentlemen were ehoſen, viz. Major General Phihp, 
Schuyler, Major Joſe ph Hawley, Nr, Turber Francis, 


| "= ** 
Mir. Frankl; Mr. Henry, and Mr. Wilton, were un. 


animouſly'eleGted for the middle department. 
The Congreſs then proceeded to elect the ee 


Mr. Oliver Woolcot, and Mr. Volkert P. Douw. 
| Adjoutiied till to-morrow at 8 0 clock. 


Nn 1; 
-nfulpwy, 1 75 * * an | 


* g Pr hk 

Met accordin = adjournment; 

a7 — conſideration of whe ves 
of Connmittee on the militia," and after debate, the m_ 
was referred for farther confideration, 9 0 os 


e ot Wh oy + till to- morrow at 8 o'clock, O 


tp (2 SATURDAY, July ry," "19907 Ich. N Ilütt 0 
rio? PITS, 4 Met according to adjournmient. Eph A 1 11 33 


Or motion made, The Congreſs came uo the  fotowing. 
reſolation : Kur I e bas h 1d 1 (ry 


Whereas the government of Great Bae 4th. pro- 
hibited the exportation of arms and ammunition to any 
of the plantations, and endeavoured to prevent other na- 


tions from plying - why 19 19 005.4" one a: 4. 


i. - Reſolved,” 


hat fot the better furniſhing theſe oalayics 


With the heeeflary means of defending their rights, 


every veſſel importing gunpowder; ſalt-petre, ſulphur, 
rovided they bring with the ſulphur four times as muc 
alt. petre, braſs field pieces, or good miuſkets fitted wit 
bayonets, within nine months from the date of this re. 


ſolution, ſhall be permitted to load and export the pro- 


duce of theſe colonies to the value of ſuch powder, and 
ſtores aforeſaid, the non-exportation agreement hotwith- 
ſtanding; and it is recommended to the committees of 
the ſeveral provinces to inſpect the military ſtores ſo 
imported, and to eſtimate a generous price for the ſame, 


heading to their goodneſs, and _ the MP 


, 8 


9 


4 
p.. 
24 

, 8 f 
| 

0 


enn 


ſuch powder acl military titles ifordtud, to to het the 
MS thereof and po more, in produce of any kind. 


Sundry intercef ted letters were laid before the Con 
eſs, and read, 4 28 v er fore 


"The Talk to the $toekbridge' Wand e che rakes 


up, and the fame „ age „Was A Ans 
On motion, Reſolved, That the Con 25 ll; dn Tharſ- 


5 y next, attend divine ſer vice in a body, both: EVO | 
n 0 | 910 D 


d afternoon. 

838 That Mr. 1; ynch, and. Mr Dickinſon 
10 Mr. Duche And BA Allifon, and re we 15 
Duche t to preach before rhe Congreſs on T wurde E 
1 the morning, and Doctor Allifon in the afternoon. 
| Eon till Monday at 8 of ock, * 10 

Monvar, July 17, % ß 
Met according to adjournment. 


# Yom 


A letter from General Schuyler being laid beste the | 


engen vas read, and the fame being taken into con- 
fideration, 1 Au e 

Reſo Wet Tut x a Comiiltaryif ſtores and roviſions 
de 5 18 for the N ew-York department a. 


a ing the | 
preſent cam Wag gn. al 


* Walker vin afton, Eich; Eſq; choſen to that ped! E 
Reſolb "Phat, a De e nr rg LETT 
be appointet for the ov department. 

Donald Campbell, Efq; elected to that e 8 

1 'Orgered, Thar 12 D. \Crinphell have the rank of a 


1 in the army. e199 77 nt 10 


Reſolved; That à Dep ters Miſter be ite 
for the faid dep e n d ez22m0 appoin 


”* Gunning Fed ord, Eſq; elected to that el 


0 That the Convention of NeweVerk be de- 


fixed to recomend to General Schuyler à pro 
ö bes fora Deputy Adjutant. General er Brigade Major 
for the atmy in the New-York depattment, «2 
Achdurned till to-mdtrow'#t 8 oelacks” - 
166k dug UN 03 Int lad Teen 
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Cee) 
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| t accerdin djourpmep 75 GR. 
e 
report of che committee for putting th + wii tis 100 | 
ke dee ebe e 05 
being de by paragraph hen e RBT 2 Ty We 
e hat! it be . ed e üben 
Kaen lee in Nor Ameri 
that all able pref ef ective men, between hxteen an 
fly years gf age, Feed ee form 


mk1yes. into, regular, corhpaniey of 6 Fal 
Lone Captain, tyo Lieuten ben, four. ler. 
Fanden Arb re ne geb, one "ary er, pf 


That the Ae 0 each, [Company . 7 5 by the 
reſpective companies. is | 
p That, each. ſoldier be fur e "with 4 15 65 1 muſket, 
that will, carry an. ounce ba nh, eel. rams 
rod, worm, priming wire and bruth el r 2 cut 
1 bacplte | 
122 LWEn WR: 70 Fantridaes, cv bats e 
een rmed into Rees ON _— 
talions,) oficered with a Gez Li Ek; . 
. two Majors, an Adjutant, % By So * r 
That. all; officers abgys+ the 15 of a CAFR Yo up. 
Pointed, by the reſpeQtize, Provincial aflenblicy . or 
2 T . 3 y 6 Committees of Safety | 
Alle onventi 
Tha all officers be Seen by. . Proviecall 

Aſſemblies or Conventions, or in their zecels by the 

Commiesyol Safcyy appointed by wy ABR or 


„ Iowa) or bonne) 0: batt 
„hat all. the wilicia.take Proper care to acꝗ FO 
tary kill, and, be well prepared for defence 


each may-provided with one pound of good, * er, | 
* of ball fitted to is gun. 825 That N 


That one fourth part of the militia in every Colony 


be ſelected for minute men, of ſuch perſons as are will 


ing to enter into this necefary ſervice, formed into com- 


panies and battalions, aud their officers. choſen and com- 


miſſioned as aforeſaid, to be ready on the ſhorteſt no- 


% £3 8 ; 9 y I. ö | 0. 
tice to march to any. place where their aſfiſtance may be. | 


required for the defence of their own or a neighbouring 


Colony; and as theſe minute men may eventually be, 


called to actiog before the whole body of the militia are 


ſufficiently traiged, it is recommended that a more par- 


ticular and diligent attention be paid to their inſtrue - 


| 

( b 
os 
Uo 


a Committee of Safety, to ſuperihtend and direct all 
# 


% 


* 


tion in militaxy diſcipline, 


with, 


That ſueh ef the minute men, as defire it, be relieved 
by new draughts as aforeſaid from the whole Lody of 
the militis once in four months. St IO 
As there are ſome people, who from religious prin- 
ciples cannot bear arms in any caſe, this Congreſs intend 
no violence to their cohſciences, but Earneſtly recom- 
mend to them to contribute liberally, in this time. of 
univerfal calamity, to the relief of their diſtreſſed bre- 
thr in the ſeveral colonies, and to do all other ſervices 
to their opprefſed country, which they can, conſiſtently 
with their religious principles, W 

Thar it be recommended to the Aſſemblies or Con- 
ventions in the reſpective colonigs, to provide, as ſoon 
as poſiible, "ſufficient, ſtores of ammunition for their co- 
lems z. alſo that they deviſe proper means for furniſhin 


urniſn themſelves. | 0 
That it be recommended to each, colony to appoint 


55 arms ſuch effective men as are poor and unable to 


matters. neceſſary for the ſecurity and defence of their 
reſpeCtive colonies, in the recels of their Aſſemblies and 
Conventions. e 

That each colony, at their own expence, make ſuch 


pioviſion by armed veſſels or otherwiſe, as their reſpec- 
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1 the Aſſemblies, Conventions, or Committees of Safety 
ſhall judge expedient and ſuitable to their circumſtances 
and fituation, for the proteCtign. of their harbours, and 
navigation on the ſea coaſts, againſt all unlawful inva- 


ſions, attacks, and depredations, . cutters and ſhips 
of war. 


That it be recommended to the . of arms for 


the uſe of the 'militia, that they make good ſubſtantial 
muſkets, with barrels three feet and a half in length, 
that will carry an ounce ball, and fitted with a good bay- 
onet and ſteel ramrod, and chat the making ſuch arms be 
encouraged in theſe united colonies, 

Where in any colony ' a militia is alreadyFormed un- 


der regulations approved of by the convention of ſuch 


colony, or by ſuch. affenibly as are annually elective, we 

refer to the diſcretion of ſuch convention or affembly, 
either to adopt the foregoing regulations in the whole or 
in part, or to'continue their former, as they, in conſider- 


ation of all circumſtances, ſhall think beſt, 3 


Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 6 clock. Mo 
WezpxzsDar, July 19, 1775. I 
Met according to adjournment. . 
The Prefident laid before the Congreſs a letter 50 
the General, with ſundry papers encloſed, which were 
read and conſidered, whereupon 
Ordered, That Mr: Wilſon apply to the Committeepf 
the city and liberties of Philadelphia, and requeſt them 
to make diligent enquiry what quantity of duck, R 
ſheeting, tow-cloth, oznaburgs and ricklenburgs can be 


procured in this city, and make return as foon as nes | 
to this Congreſs. _ 


Reſolved, That Joſeph Trumbull be commiury-ge- "» 1 


» 8 
* 


neral, of ſtores and proviſions for the army of the Unit- 


ed Colonies. 


"Reſolved, That the appointment of a quarter- chafier- | 


| general, a commiſſary of muſters, and a commiſſary of 
. be left to General Waſhington, - That 


k o 


Cn). 


That General Thomas be appointed firſt Brigadier- 
General, in the army of the United Colonies,in the room 
of General Pomeroy, who never acted under the commi 
fion ſent to him, and that General Thomas's commiſ- 

ſion bear the fame date that General Pomeroy's did. 
hat it be left to General Waſhington, if he things 
fir, to appoint three Brigade Majors, and commiſſion 
them accordingly. I 

That a committee of three be appoiggad to report. the 
merhod of eſtabliſhing an hoſpitall. | 

The committee choſen are, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Paine, 

and Mr. Middleton. 
Ther ite ' recommiended. to. the colanies of New- 
r Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Con- 
necticut to complete the deficiencies in the regiments. be- 
longing to their reſpective colonies, retained by the 1 
nerat in the continental army before Boſton. 

That it be recommended to the colony of Rhode- 
; Iſland to complete and ſend forward to the camp before 
Boſton, as ſoon as poſſible, the three hundred and ar 
men lately voted by their general aſſembly. 

That it be recommended to the colony of Connecti- 
cut, to complete and ſend forward to the camp before 
Boſton, as ſoon as poſſible, the fourteen hundred men, 
lately voted by their general aſſembly: 

On motion made, Reſolved, That a committee be ap- 
pointed to bring in an eſtimate of the expences, incurred 
by the votes and reſolves of this Congreſs. 

Mr. Deane, Mr. Johnſon, and Mr. Cuſhing 50. 
reed, That the Congreſs meet at this place to- mor- 
ow, and from this place go i in a body to attend divige 
ſervice. 

Reſolved, That the nomination of they of the com- 


miſſioners for Indian affairs, in the ſouthern department 


be left to the Council of n hg the _ 
of South-Carolina. | WIT Tha 
5 t 
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That Mr. Jobn Walker, of Virginia, be bene 
of the commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the ſouthern no | 
par yan Adjourned till to-morraw, at half paſt 9. 

Tuvnxspax, July 20, 1775, half after 9, A. M. 

An expteſs arriving with i ang deere c 


Schuh ler, the ſame were read. 


A letter was alſo received in the Sören them wr 


| Georgia, and read, ſetting forth, that that colony had 
ncceeded to che general affociation, _ eee — 
= to Fong this Congreſs. 


Sus _ Adjourned till 1 eat; P. M. 11 1 
| Met according to Rev ga wage? . "a4 bay 
The diſpatches mean General N bring taken 
Into conflideration, * 
Nefolued, That e Schuy ler be empowered to di. | 
ee and employ all the troops in the New-York de- 
e in. ſuch manner as he may think beſt for the 
rotection and defence of theſe colonies, the tribes of 
AN in friendſhip and amity with us, and moſt-effee- 


'xaally to promote the generat intereſt, ſtil] purſuing, if 


in his power, the former orders from this Congrels, and 
-abjeet to the future orders of the commander in chief. 
Spot, (Oo till r6-morrow at 8 clo. 
15 . FRipAx, July T3927 $5505 22 Wt 
E Mex according to adjournment. . 
Pbe committee appointed to prepare an Addreſs» to 
58s inhabirants of Oey OY opp: gen in a . 
the ſame was read. We. 
. Ordered, To lie on ebe e 1 bo 
The committee appointed to prepare an addreſs to e 
ple of Ireland, brought in a draughhlt. 
Or adered, To lie on the table. | | 
. i: Refolved; Fhat Mr. R. Bache, Mr. Stephen Paſchall 
dend Mr. MI. Hillegas be appointed to ſuperintend the 
be and to have the overſight and care of printing the 
us of credit ordered to be by this Congreſs. 


Re- 


L Reſolved, That Mr. Willie 3 of North Carolina, 


be the fitth commithoner of Indian e in the ſouth- 
: ern department. 


Agreeable to arder; Wis Ouigreſe reſolved inſelf into a | 


committee of the whole houſe, to take into confideration 
the ſtare of America, and afrer ſome time ſpent therein, 


the Prefidenr reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward report- 


ed that they had came to certain reſolutions, which, 15 
read and then deſired leave to fir again. 


The committee appointed to deviſe” ways and means 


to 0 protec the trade of theſe en r e in their 


report, which was read. 


Ordered, That the Hani be taken ioto 3 
.- mond morning * 
The Congrels then enteted vpn he l of 


the report of the committee of che N and after ſome 
debate, aun 5 193 # 


Reſolved; That weh up badly bf troops be kept up in 


the Maffachuſetts-Bay, as General Waſhington ſhall 


think neceſſary, provided 5 way nos exceed ac 
two Ang men. M Theory 3146447 70 


, o 


3 13 till tomorrow at sec. 

1.4, 7p SATURDAY," July 22, 177 oy 
* 0 Mer according to adjournment,” 

Agreeable to the order of yeſterday, the Congreſs took 


into conſideration the report of the committee appointed 
to deviſe ways and means to 


tion of it was (poſtponed to a future day. + Bp 
© On'motion,; Reſolved, That Doctor Franklin, Mr. Jef- 


ferſon, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Lee, be a committee to 


take into conſideration, and report on the reſolution of 
the houſe of commons, February ar” 177 5, oranges ag 


"Oy Lord Nortir's motion. me e 
"Adjourned til Monday at 8 Glock. 12 
„ey being ſpent in a committee of the whote: 
Tors: 


protect the trade of theſe 
colonies, and after ſome debate, the further ene | 
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- The committee for that purpoſe appointed, brought 


Cys  - 
e ess h, July 2 8, %%. 


Ls 


in their report for eftabliſhing an hoſpital, which was 
rend. 

The ins 
means forcfivbliſhing a poſt, brought in their report, 
Which was —_ _ ordered to > be need to- mor- 
rom. 

The committee eee to — * wid Aubert 
heir opinion of the reſolution of the houſe of commons, 


| brought in their report, Which was read, ordered to 


te — thie table for the peruſal of the members. 


The Congreſs then reſumed the confideration of the | 
Addreſs to the affembly of Jamaica, and the fame 8 


gebared by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows: 


| es ee and Gentlemen 2 the ae of 


if We would think iv — 4 in our duty, if 


we ſuffered this Congreſs to paſs over without anggoſiing | 


our eſteem for the aſſembly of Jamaica. 
Whoever Attends to the conduct of thoſe who have 


5 been entruſted with the adminiſtration of Btitiſn affairs, 


during theſe laſt twelve years, will diſcover in it a deli- 


berate plan, to deſtroy, in every part of the empire, the 


free conftitution, for which Britain has been ſo long and 
Fojuttly famed. With a dexterity, artful and wicked, 


they have varied the modes of attack according do che 
_ different characters and cireumſtances of thoſe whom 
they meant to reduce. In the Eaſt Indices, where) the 
effe minacy of the inhabitants: promiſed an eaſy conqueſt, 
they thought it unneceſſary to veil their tyrannic ptin- 


dtiples uncfer the thinneſt diſguiſe. Without deigning 
even to pretend a juſtification of their conduct, they ſa- 


crificed.the/lives of millions to the gratification of their 


inſatiable avarice and luſt of power. * Britain, where 


* 5 . - 
1 | the 


appointed to confider the ways a | 


— 
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ede maiimm Gf freedlem were Mill hct, but were 


luxury and diſſipation had diminiſhed the wonted reve» 


renee for them, the attack has been carried on in a more 


ſecret and indirect manner: Corruption has been em- 
ployed to undermine them. The Americans are not 
yet enervated by effeminacy, like the inhabitants of In- 
dia; nor debauched by luxurg, like thoſe of Great- 
Britain : It was therefore judged improper to aſſail them 
by bribery, or by undiſguifed force. Plaufible ſyſtems 


were formed; ſpecious pretences were made: All the 


arts of ſophiftry were tried to ſhew, that the Britiſh mi- 
niſtry bad, by law, a right to enſlave us. The firſt-and 
beſt maxims of the conſtitution, venerable to Britons and 
to Americans, were perverted and profaned. The power 
of parliament derived from the people to bind the peo- 


ple, was extended over thoſe from whom it was never 


derived. It is afferted, that a ſtanding army may be 


conſtitutionally kept among us, without our conſent. 


Theſe principles, diſhonourable to thoſe who adopted 


them, and deſtructive to thoſe, to whom they were ap- 
plied, are nevertheleſs carried into execution by the foes. 


of liberty and of mankind, acts of parliament, ruinous to 
America, and unſerviceable to Britain, were made to 

bind us. 
ſent over to ſecure their operation. The power, how- 
ever, and the cunning of our adverſaries, were alike un- 
ſucceſsful. We refuſed to their parlisments an obedi- 


ence which our judgments diſapproved of: We refuſed: 
to their armies a ſubmiſſion, which [pjritsy, unaccuſtom- 


ed to flavery, could not brook. 

But white we ſpurned a diſgraceful wöbßestibn, ur | 
were far from running into raſh or ſeditious meaſures of 
| oppofition. Filled with ſentiments of loyalty to our ſo- 

 vereign, and of affection and reſpect for our fellow ſub- 
_ jects in Britain; we petitioned, we ſupplicated, we ex- 
"poſtulated : Our prayers were rejected :- Our remon- 


Armies, maintained by the parliament, - were 
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ſtrandes were diſregarded: Our grievances were actu- 
mulated. All this did not provoke us to violence. 


An appeal to the juſtice and humanity. of thole, who fo 


had injured us, and were bound to redreſs out injuries, 


was inneffectual; we next reſalved to make an appeal 


to their intereſt; though by doing ſo we knew. we mult, 


_ facrifice our q, and (what gave us equal uncafineſs) 
that of our friends, who had never offended. us, and who 


were connected with us by a ſympathy of feelings under 
oppreſſions ſimilar to our o] n. We reſolved to give up, 


our commerce, that we might ꝓteſerve our liberty. We 


flattered ourſelves, that, when, by withdrawing our come, 
mercial intercourſe with Britain, which we had zan uns 
doubted right either to withdraw or to continue, her. 
trade ſhould be diminiſhed, her revenues impaired and 
her manufacturers unemployed, our e foes 
would be induced by intereſt, or compelled by neceſſity, 
to depart from the plan of tyranny which they had ſo 
long purſued, and to. ſubſticute in its place, à ſyſtem 
more compatible with the freedom of America, and the 
juſtice of Britain. That this ſcheme of non - importation 
and non- exportation might be productive of the defired 
effects, we were obliged to include the iflands in it. 
From this neceſſity, and from this neceſſity alone, has 
our conduct towards them proceeded. By converting your 
ſugar plantations into fields of grain, you can Wer 
yourſelves with the neceſſaries of life: While the pre- 
ſent unhappy ſtruggle ſhall continue, we cannot do 
But why ſhould we make any apology. to the patriotic 


Aſſembly of Jamaica, who knom ſo well the value of li- 


berty; who are ſo ſenſible of the extreme danger to 
which ours is expoſed; and who foreſee hom certainly 


1 


the deſtruction of ours muſt be followed by the deſtrue- 


ion of their ? 
non. their OWN 
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WMe receive uncommon pleaſure from obſerving the 
principles of our righteous oppoſition diſtinguiſhed by 
your approbation; we feel the warmeſt gratitude for 
your pathetic mediation in out hehalf with the crown: 


It was indeed unavailing; but are you to blame? 
Mournful experience tells us, that petitions! are often 


rejectedy while the ſentiments and conduct of the peti- 
tioners entitle what they offer to a happier fate. 
That our petitions have been treated with diſdain, is 
now become the ſmalleſt part of our complaint? Mini- 
ſterial inſolence is loſt in miniſterial barbarity. It bas, 
by an exertion peeuliarly ingenious, procured thoſe very 
meaſures, which it laid us under the hard neteffiry of 
rer to be ſtigmatised in parliament as rebellious: 
t has employed additional fleets and armies for the in- 
famous purpoſe of compelling us to abandon them: It 
has plunged us in all the horrors and calamities of civil 


war: It has cauſed the treaſure and the blood of Britons 


formerly ſhed and expended for far other ends) to be 
ſpilt and waſted in the execrable deſign of ſpreading 
ſlavery over Britiſh America: It will not, however, ac- 
gtompliſh its aim: In the worſt of contingencies, a choice 
will {till be left, which it can never prevent us from 
The peculiar fituation of your iſland forbids your aſ- 
fiſtance: ' But we have your good | wiſhes: From the 
od wiſhes of the friends of liberty and mankind, we 
mall always derive confolation,” 6 9 
 »11Ordered, That a fair copy be made out, to be ſigned 
by the Prefidenty and tranſmitted by the firſt oppor- 
nee ee e 490145 14) Let OOO FR aa nee 
The Congreſs then reſumi 
mittee of the whole, came to 


" — 
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the following reſolutions. : 


Reſolved, That a body of forces, not exceeding five 


_ - thouſand, be kept up in the New-York department, for 
the purpoſe of defending: Ce America, and for 
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ſecuring the Lakes, and protetting the frontiers AIP 
curſions or invaſions. : 


That a further ſum, amounting. to 5 whe of one | 


million of Spaniſh oe: dollars be ſtruck in bills: of 
thirty dollars each. | 
As the ſigning ſo great A e of bills! as Han bekn 


| directed to be iſſued by this Congreſs, will require more 


time than the members can poſſibly devote to that bus 
ſineſs, confiſtent with hr attention due to the ena 
war Fenn TT 

Reſolved, That the halen genemen be pen 


and fully authoriſed to ſign the ſame, viz. Luke Morris, 


Samuel Meredith, Judah Faulke, Samuel Morris, Fre- 


derick Kuhl, Robert Strettle Jones, Thomas Coombe, 


Ellis Eewis, John Meaſe, Thomas Lawrence, Daniel 


_ Clymer, John Maxwell N eſbit, Thomas Barclay, John 


Bayard, William Craig, Thomas Bartow, John Shee, 
Iſaac Hazlehurſt, Robert Roberts, Anthony Morris, 
Mordecai Lewis, George Mifflin, Robert Tuckniſs, An- 


drew Bunner, William Jackſon, ee Sims, Jeane 


Milligan, and James Reed. 
That each of the continental bills be numbered and 
figned by two of the above gentlemen. ,- ” 
That each gentleman who figns the continental bills, 
be allowed and paid out of the continental treaſury one 


dollar and one third of a dollar for each and every 8 


fand bills, ſigned and numbered by him. 


That the gentlemen appointed to arora aud Gam | 


the bills, do give their receipts for the ſame, expreſſing 
the number and denomination of them; and after num- 


bering and ſigning them, ſhall deliver the ſame to the 


continental e een Ned for ths bills 


o ne; trotghot : * e 4 1 ; . £4 4 * ien 


Wa i Reſolved, That * 3 e Mr. 
Y = and Mr. „ ws the Sacretary,he.acom- 


201921 | & mittee 


r 
Mütes te he Journal of this Cone, and pre- 
hs It for the preſs. va 
Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 © clock. 


WxzpwnesDaAy, July 26, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. - 


bi 
* % ry 
-- * 


1 to order, the Congreſs reſumed the . 


deration of the report of the committee for eſtabliſhing 


| a poſt; and the ſame being debated, "was agreed to as 


ollow' s 


That à Poſt⸗ Maſter- General be re for the 5 


United Colonies, who ſhall hold his office at Philadel- 
n_ and "ſhall be allowed a fakry of One thouſand 

Oklars per annum for himfelf, and three hundred and 
forty dollars per annum for a Secretary and Comptroller, 
with power to appoint ſuch, and fo many deputies as to 
him may ſeem proper and neceſfary. | Fan 


That a line of poſts be appointed under the drecklon 


of the Poſt-Maſter-General, from Falmouth in New- 
England, to Savannah in Georgia, wich as pany eroſs- 
1 as he ſhall think fit. 


That the allowance to the deputies, in lieu of a falary 


and alFcontingent-expences; ſhall be twenty per centum 


on the ſums they collect and pay into the General-Poſt- 


Office annually, when the whole is under, or not exceed- 

ing, one thoufand dollars, and ten per eenkum for all 

fums above one thoufand dollars a year. 

| That the ſeveral deputies accbunt quarterly-with the 
 General-Poſt-Offce, and the Poſt-Maſter- General annus 

ally with the continental Treaſurers, when he ſhall pay 


into the receipt of the ſaĩd Treaſurers the profits of the 


Poſt- Office; and if the neceſſary expence of this e ſta- 

bliſhment ſhould exceed the produce of 1t; the deficiency 

l be made good by the United Colonits, and paid to 
PofliMaftez:Generat by the continental Treaſurers. 


On molion made, Reſolved; That it be recommended 


to the Poſt- Maſter- General to eſtabliſh a weekly poſt᷑ to 
South - Carolina. . | Thar 
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1 70 
That it * left to the Poſt-Maſtr-Generalto appoint” 


2 Secretary and Comptroller, 3 
The Congreſs then proceeded to the W of 4 
Poſt · Maſter- General for one year, and until another is 
appointed by a future Congreſs, when ene oy. n 
Un, Eſq; was unanimouſly choſen 1 15 
. Adjourned till to- morrom at 8 0 clock 25 
TuvnspAx, July 27, 1776 by © Ke 
Met according to adjourument. 
The Congreſs took into confideration; the report "+ 5 


: 


& the committee on eſtabliſhing ay hoſpital for the army, 


and the ſame being debated, was agreed to as follows; 
That for the eſtabliſhment of an hoſpital tor an army. 
confiſting of twenty thouſand men, the following officers, 
and other attendants be appointed, with the ide 5 
allowance or pay, viz. | 
Ons director. general and chief pbyfician, bis pay pet | 
day, four dollars. © : 
Four: ade each ED ny; and one third of A 7 
Barr. 
One apothecary, FIG one Co think of a. dollar. 
3 ſurgeons an each Mew, two thirds of a 
Ser . 
One clerk, ditto, two thirds of 2 dollar. lean oO 
Are ſtore · keepers, each four dollars per month, _ - 
nen nurſe to every ten ſick, one . A: a n per 
3 or two dollars per want. : 
ers. occafionally, . WA Aly 
0 The duty of. theabone . 113 
"Tho director to furniſh, medicines, bedding, and. all 
wt neceſſaties, to pay for the ſame, ſuperintend 4 . 
whole, and make bis report to, and receive orders from, 
_ the —— in chief. W 
Surgeons, apothe cary aud. 3 to be Th and attend. 
the fick, and the mates to obey the e 1 ae 


—_ — 3 eee 


; "ha? 


«vis - Felt che ee e ho 


Nurſes. To ard the Ben and obey the matron's 
orders. 


. Clerk. To keep, accounts. 7 0 the director — y SB 


keepers, | 

Store-k To receive and deliver the bedding and 
other neee ales, by order of the director. 

The Congreſs then procceded to the election of officers 
for the hoſpnal, when 


Benjamin Church was unanimouſly elected, to be di- 


rector of, and phyſician in, the hoſpital, | 


r That the appointment of the four ſurgeons, | 


becary, be left to Doctor B. Church. 
e e mates be appointed by the ſurgeons. 
That = number, of. mates do not exceed twenty, 


I hat the number be not kept in conſtant pay, unleſs | 
the fick and wounded ſhould. be fo numerous as to re- 


quire the attendance of twenty, and ta be diminiſhed: as 
circumſtances. will admit, for which Purpoſe. the pay is 


fixed by the day, that * may only receive pay for ac 
tual ſervice. 


That one clerk, t two Pay and one nul to | 


every ten fick be appointed by the director. 

On motion made, Reſolved, That the pay · maſter * 
08 with two ſureties, in the ſum of fifty thouſand 
daher for the faithful performance of his office.  , 

That the bond be made payable to the ſame perſons, 
— whom the bonds of the continental T reaſurer: are 
payable. N N OT S of 

James Warren, Ela; was then unanimouſly choſen 
Pay-Maiter-General,. ,- oh. 

. » Reſolved, That the pay-maſtey i in, the New-York, og 
partment give bond to the ſame. perſons as above di- 


rected, with two ſureties, in the ſum of twenty-five thou - 


3 for the faithful performance of his office 
+ Adjourned till co-morcow. at $-9'clock. 
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Ordered, That Mr. M* 
the form of bonds' for the continental Treaſurers to ex 
Tees; 1s 8 
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Fatale July 28, 175. 
to e 
ean, and Mr. Wilſon, 


82 - 
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3 


wy 


reſs then”proceciled” to ike een ot 2 


paymaſter for the forces in the New-York department, 


when Jonathan Trunibull, Jun. Ear 0 7 nr 
elected to that office. * n 
The Addreſs to the people of Melubd being again 


nega by, paragraphs,” was agreed” Wy Wy atk * 


1 wr, 4 N va 
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| To the? people of IRELAN D. From the Delegates 
appointed by the United Colonies of Newbampffiire, 
Malfachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Iſland and Providence 
Pläntations, Connecticut, N W- Vork, New. Jerſey, 


ene the Lower Counties of Detawate; Ma- 


28 W Virginia, North. Carolina, and South-Caroli- 


na, in General Cor 
May, A | 
| Friends cod Fell Gg, £ n 

© As the important conteſt, into Which we bare been 


gels at rtr the roth of 


4 bd 


142 
-—" 


driven, is now become intereſting to every European 
ſtate, and particularly affects the members of the Britiſn 
Empire, we khink it our duty to addreſs you on the ſub- 


ject. 


cence, of poffeſſing the ę 


We are deſtrous, as it is natural to myured inno⸗ 
opinion of the virtuous and 


humane. We are partieularly deſirous of furniſhing you 


with a true ſtate of our morives and objects; the better 

to enable you to judge of our conduct wih accuracy, 

and determine the merits of the an open with im- 
partiality and preciſſon 


4 


However incredible Away appear, that at this! #4 
_ hghtened period, the leaders 'of/a nation, who in every 


age has ſacrificed hecatombs of her braveſt 
the altar of liberty, ſhould preſume * to 2 


ann 42 4 


patriots m 


125 ng 


and, by force * arms attempt, to eſtabliſſ an 4rbitrary 
| fivay, over the lives, liberties, and property of their fel - 
low ſubjects in America; it is eee a moſt W 
wan and indiſputable trun. dog 
Theſe colonies have, from the cb os (beit firſt ſettles 
ment, for near two centuries, peaceably enjoyed thoſe 
very rights, of which the mutiſtcy have, for ten years 
paſt, endeavoured, hy fraud and by violence to deprive 


them. At the concluſion of the laſt war, the genius ox 


England; and the ſpirit of wiſdom, as if offended at the 


ungrateful treatment of their ſons, withdrew from the 


Britiſn counſels, and left that nation a prey to a raee of 
miniſters; with whom ancient Engliſn honeſty and bene- 
volence diſdained to dwell; From that period, jealouſy, 
diſcontent, oppreſſion and diſcord have raged among all 


his Majeſty's ſubjects; and filled ar i rn of bis domi- 
nions with diſtreſs and complain. 


Not content with our purchaſing 5 Btitain, at l her 


on price eloathing and a thouſand other atticles uſed 

by near three millions of people on this vaſt continent: 
not ſatisfied with the amazing profits -arifing-from the 
monopoly of our trade, without giving us either time to 
breathe, after à long though glorious war, or the leaſt 
eredit ſor the blood and treaſure we have expended. mit; 


notwithſtanding; the zeal we had manifeſted for the ſer- 


vice of our ſovereign, and the warmeſt attachment to the 
eonſtitution of Britain and the people of England, a black 


and horrid defign was formed, to convert us from free: 


men into ſlaves, from ſubjects into e and m | 


friends into enemies. web! 

(11 Taxes; for the firſt time FAV we landed, on gr * 
rican ſnores, were, without our conſent, impoſed upon 
us; an unconſtitutional edict to compel us to furniſh 


neceſſaries for a ſtanding army, that we wiſhed to fee dif- 


banded, was iſſued; and the legiſlature of Neu- Nor 
fuſpended for Oye to r With it. 6e 2 
ä e 
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fn. FOE 
and ineftimable right of trial by jury was, in tnatly irs 


ſtances aboliſhed ; and the common law of the land made 


to give place to admiralty juriſdictions. Judges were 
rendered, by the tenure of their commiſſions, entirely 


dependent on the will of a; minifters New crimes were 
arbitrarily created; and new courts, unknown to the 


conſtitution, inſtituted. Wicked and inſidious gover- 
nors have been ſet over us; and dutiful petitions for the 


removal of even the notoriouſly infamous governor Hut⸗ 


chinſon, were branded with the opprobrious appellation 
of ſcandalous and defamatotys Hardy attempts have been 
made, under colour of parliamentary authority, to ſeize 


— Americans, and carry them to Great Britain to be tried 
for offences committed in the colonies: © Ancient char- 


ters have no longer remained ſaered, that of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts- Bay was violated; and their form of governs 


ment eſſentially mutilated and transformed. On pre- 


tence of puniſhing a violation of ſome private property, 
committed by a few diſguiſed individuals, the populous 
and flouriſhing town of Boſton/ was ſurrounded by fleets 


and armies ; its trade deſtroyed ; its port blocked up; 


and thirty thouſand citizens ſubjected to all the miſeries 


attending ſo ſudden a convulſion in their commercial 


metropolis ; and to remove every obſtacle to the rigor 
execution of this ſyſtem of oppreſſion, an act of parlia- 


ment was paſſed evidently calculated to indemnify thoſe, 


who might, in the proſecution of it, even imbrue their 
hands in the blood of the inhabitantnt e. 
Though preſſed by ſuch an aecumulation of undeſerv- 


ed injuries, America ſtill remembered her duty to her 
ſovereign. A Congreſs; conſiſting of deputies from 
Twelve United Colonies aſſembled. They in the moſt 


reſpectful tetms laid their grievances at the foot of the 


| throne, and implored his Majeſty's interpoſition in their 
behalf. They alſo agreed to ſuſpend all trade with 
Great Britain, 1 


c and the Weſt Ladies) hopi 
bat | | * 


by 


ous ' 


* this peaceable mode. of IP? to e that 
© vie from the Britiſh miniſtry which had been ſo long 
ſolicited in vain. And here permit. us to aſſure you, 
chat it was with the utmoſt reluctance we could prevail 
upon ourſelves. to ceaſe our commercial connection with 
* Aw ifland... Your parliament had, done us no wrong. 


ou had ever been friendly to the rights of mankind; 


0 your nation has produced patriots, who have nobly diſ. 
Zinguiſhed, themfelves in the, cauſe of humanity, and 


; of the Alk-worm, were of little moment to herſelf; but 


 ſervedonly to give luxury to thoſe who neither toil nor 


ſpin. We perceived, that if we continued our com- 
mere with you, our agreement not to import from Bri- 
tain ould be fruitleſs; and were therefore compelled 


to adopt a meaſure, to which nothing but abſolute neceſ- 


ſuy wald have reconciled us. It gave us however ſome 
conſolation to refleQ, that ſhould. it occafion much diſ- 
trels the fertile regions of America would afford you a 
ſafe aſylum from poverty, and in time from oppreſſion 
alſo q i aſylum, in which many thouſands of your coun- 
trymen have found hoſpitality, peace and affluence; and 
become united to us by all the. ties of conſanguinity, 


mutual intereſt and affection. Nor did the Congreſs 
ſtop here. Flattered by a pleaſing expectation, that the 


| zuſtiee and, humanity which had {o, long characterized 
che Engliſh nation, would, on proper, application, af 
ford us relief; they rep reſented their grievances in an 


affectionate addreſs. to 1 — brethren, in Britain, and in- 
treated their one. 0 in half of theſe £20 


| colonies., 


The more fully to evinee. Wie refoett fog their ſave- - 
reign, the ay people of Boſton were requeſted by 


che G * e to cheir fate; and 


Fi 2 2 


* and we acknowledge, wirh pleaſure Wa gratitude, that 


America. the other hand, we were not ignorant | 
that the labour and manufactures of Ireland, like thoſe 
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thei 
cut off all intercourſe between them and their friends | in 
| the country. n N | "y 


event of their petition. All America lament its fate, 
Their Prince was deaf to their complaints: And vain F 
were all attempts to imprefs him with a ſenſe of the fuf- 
ferings of his | Pres | 
| ekhaters, and of the many plagues which impended 
over his dominions, Inſtead of ditections for à ndid 


tation of cowardice. | Our trade with foreign ſtates was 


emmy Il 
YE. 


£ 
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5 all Atinerics united in a"reſolution to abſtain from every © 

_ Tpecies of violence, During this period that devoted 
town ſuffered unſpeakably. Its inhabitants were inſult- 
ed, and their property violated. Still relying on the = 
elemency and juſtice of his Majeſty, and the nation, + 


they 3 a few regiments to take poſſeffion f 
own ; to ſurround it with fortifications ; and to 


With anxious expeEntion did all Werden Wat 


erican ſubjects; of the cruelty of their 


enquiry into our grievances, inſult was added to 
fon, and our long forbearance rewarded with t 


preſ- 
impu- | 
prohibited ; and an act of parliament was paſſed to pre- 
vent our even fiſhitig on our own coaſts. Our peaceable 
aſſemblies, for the purpoſe of conſulting the c⁹mmon 


ſafety, were declared 957 ring and our aſſerting the ve- 


rights which placed the crown of Great Britain on the 
heads of the three ſucceſſive princes of the Houſe of Ha- 
nover, ſtiled rebellion. Orders were given to reinforce 
the troops in America.” The wild and barbazous favages 
of the wilderneſs have been ſolicited by gifts to take = 
the Ratchet againft us; and inſtigated to deluge ou 
ſettlements with the blood of irmocent and defereeldf 
women and children. The whole country was moreover 
alarmed with the expected horrors of domeſtic inſur- 


; rections. Refinements in parental cruelty, at which the 


genius of Britain muſt bluſh” Refinements which admit 
not of being even recited without horror, or prackiſed 
without infamy? Oh Be HOP theſe dark 
ma- 


»< > 


\ 


( 1 ) 


7 ee dens the mere ns of ſuſpicion- We 
are ſorry to declare, that we. are — of the e 
f chentic and indubitable evidence of their realitiyx,.＋ 


The miniſtry, bent on pulling don the pillars of 2 
* eonftiturion, endeavoured to erect che ſtandard. of deſ- 
potiſm in America; and if ſucceſsful, Britain «nd. an 
ay! ſhudder at the conſequences! 
Three of their moſt experienced e are bent to | 
wage war with their fellow ſubjects; and America 1s 
amazed to find the name of Howe in the catalogue of 
her enemies. She loved his brother.. "x 
Deſpairing of driving the colonies to rebſtance by any 
other means, than actual hoſtility, a detachment of the 
"army at Boſton marched into the country in all the array 
War, and unprovoked, fired upon, and killed ſeveral 
Ethe inhabitants. The neighbouring farmers ſuddenly 
_ afſernled, and repelled the attack. From this, all com- 
munition between the town and country was intercep- 
ted. The citizens petitioned the general for permiſſion 
to leads the town, and he promiſed on ſurrendering their 
arnis, to permit them to depart with their other effects. 
They accordingly ſurrendered their arms, and the Gene- 
ral viglated his faith. Under various pretences, paflports 
were delayed and denied; and many thouſands of the 
inhabitants at this day conſinedi in the town in the utmoſt 
wretchedneſs and want. The lame, the blind, and the 
ſick, have indeed been turned out into the neighbouring 
fields ; ; and ſome, cluding; the vigilance of the ſentries, .. 
have eſcaped from the ns by nn: to the Hach ; 1 
ſhores. a 
The war ing * 4a began ou dhe * 5 Bang | 
| Gage's troops,” the country armed and embodied. The 
reinforcements from Ireland ſoon after arrived; a vige- 
rous attack was then made upon the Provincials. In their | ; 


march, the troops ſurrounded the towp of Charleſtown, 
— of about four ee. * then recently 


abar.+ 


on 


| abandoned to TOA the 0 of a e — I 
Having plundered che houſes, they ſet fire to the tomu, 
and reduced it to aſhes. To this wanton waſte of pro- 
© petty; unknown to civilized: nations, they were promp- 
ted, the better to conceal their approach under cover o 
the frnoak. A ſhocking mixture of cowardice and cru- 


elty, which then firſt tarniſhed the luſtre of the Britiſh 
atnis, when aimed at a brother's breaſt! But bleſſed be 


God, they were reſtrained from committing farther ra- * 
vages, by the loſs of a confiderable part of their army, in- 
cludin ng many of their moſt experienced officers. gfe" * 


loſs of the inhabitants was inconfiderable. 


Compelled therefore to behold: thouſands of our coun- 
tryten impriſoned, and men, women and children in- 


volved in promiſcuous and unmerited mifery- Wh 


we find all faith at an end, and facred treaties turn 


into tricks of ſtate; When we: perceive our friends and 
kinſmen maſſacred, our habitations plundered, oui houſ- 


es in flames, and their once happy inhabitants Fed only 


by the hand of charity; who can blame us for endeayour- 


ing to reftrain the progrefs of deſolation: Who can.cen- - 
| fare our repelling the attacks of fuch a barbarous band ? 


Who, in ſuch circumſtances, would not obey the preats 


925 univerſal, the divine law of ſelf · preſervation? 
Though vilified as wanting ſpirit, we are determined 


to behave like men. Though inſulted and abuſed, 


wiſh for reconciliation- Though defamed as 3 


we are ready to obey che laws. And though charged 
with 'rebellion, will "cheerfully bleed in defence of our 


ſovereign in a righteous Auſe. What more can we 0907 | 
Whar more Can we oſter? JE Auch 

But we forbear to trouble you with a cob detail of 
the various and fruitleſs offers and applications Wwe have 


repeatedly made, not for penfions, for wealth, or for ho- 
nours, but for thę — boon of being permitted to 


mas the fruits of  honeſtinduſtry, and to enen that de- 
br. 


* | 
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= gree of liberty, to which God and the conſtitution have 
& gen usanandoubted right 7 ot nn 06 ho ily 
hleſſed with an indiſſoluble union, with a variety, of 
internal reſourſes, and with a firm reliance on the juſtice 
of the ſupreme” diſpeſer of all human events, we have 
no doubt of riſing ſuperior to all the mackinations of 
evil and abandoned miniſters. We already anticipate - 
the golden period, when liberty, with all the gentle arts 
©, of peace and humanity, ſhall eſtabliſh her mild dominion 
in this weſtern world, and erect eternal monuments; to 
© the memory of thoſe virtuous patriots and martyrs, who 
mall have fought and bled and ſuffered in her cauſe. 
AKecept our moſt grateful acknowledgments for the 
friendly diſpoſition you have always ſhewn towards us. | 
We know. that you are not without your grievances. ql 
We ſympathize with you in your diſtreſs, and are pleaſ- | 
ed de ind that the defign of ſubjugating us, has perſuad- 1 
ed àdminiſtration to diſpenſe to — ſome vagrant 1 
„ rays oF miniſterial ſunſhine. Even the tender mercies of i} 
government have long been cruel towards you. In the 
rich paſtures of Ireland, many hungry parricides have 
fed, and grown ſtrong to labour in its deſtruction. We 
hops the patient abiding of the meek may not always be 
forgotten; and God grant that the iniquitous ſchemes oi 
extirpating liberty from the Britiſh empire may be ſoon 
defeated. But we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves ; we 
;  thauld be perfidious to poſterity ; we ſhould be unwor- 
thy that anceſtry from which we derived our deſcenty 
Thould we ſubmit with folded arms to miniſterial but- 
chery and depredation, to gratify the lordly ambition, | 
or fate the avarice of a Britiſh miniſtry. + In defence of 1 
our perſons and properties, under actual violation, we | 
have taken up arms; when that violence ſhall be remov- 1 
ed, and hoſtilities eeaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, they | | 


ſhall ceaſe on our part alſo, For the atchievemeut © 
this happy event, we confide in the good offices be 
-#1z Wh | | Rs fellom | 


* 
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fellow ſublecks beyend the Atlantic. Of their friendly 
diſpoſition we do not yet deſpond; aware as they muſt _ 


be, * they have nothing more to expect from the 
fame common ener, than che wa; 4 an of N 


5 * worms 
| || SATURDAY; Joly: *9, 177 _ en 
t Mer according to adjournment; 
The /Congrel reſumed the eonſideration of the 
from the committee of the whole; and _— to the fol- 2 : 
m—_ reſolution: — . = 


Reſolved, That the pay of the odd -general of F 
muſters be forty dollars per month. 7 f 


Deputy commiſſ: ary- general, of ores and proviſion, 
he” dollars per ditto. o. 
Deputy adjutant-general fifty dollars 8 3 
D. Muſter - maſter · general, forty dollars pet do, Ms 
Brigade- major, thirty three dollars per do.' 
Commiſſary of artilery, thirty dollars per 40. 4 = 
Judge advocate, twenty e * do. 
Colonel, fifty neee. aer 1 4A 
N Lieutenant - Colonel, orty A per . _—_ 
Major, thirty three dollars and one _ per * Toy 
Captain, twenty dollars per do. 3 

| Lieut. thirtecn dollars and one third per o do. WW. 

_ Enfign, ten dollars per do. 11 n 
Serjeant, eight dollars 

Corporal, drummer and fer, fer, each, lere dollars ard . 
ene third per do. , | | 

Private, fix dollars and two thirds per do. 

Adjutant, eighteen dollars and one third per do. 

Qt maſter, eighteen dollars and one third per do. 

- Chaplain, twenty dollars per do. 

That the pay of the light infantry be the ſame as that 
Is the regiment 2 25 « Foun to a privates n in- 
«lufive, e 
That in the N che pay be of a captain, wenty 
5 1 dollars and two thirds per mont. Captain 


\ ; * 


Captain Lieutenant, twenty dollars per do. 
Lieutenants, firſt and ſecond, eighteen dollars ane one 
third' per do, 
Lieutenant ene thirteen dollars and one third 
r %. 
Setzeant, eight dollars and one third per 60 
Corporal, ſeven dollars and a half pet do- 
Bombardier, ſeven dollars per do. | 
Mulatroſs, fix dollars and five fixths of a dollar per do. 
' *® That the appointment of Provoſt-Marſhal, Waggon- 
© maſter, and Maſter-carpenter, be left to the Commander 
in Chief of the army, who is to fix their pay, having re- 
g to the pay they receive in the miniſterial army, and 
te proportion that the pay of the officers in faid army 
ave to the pay of our officers. 
William Tudor, Eſq; was elected Judge advocate of | 
the my. | 
llc Refalved, That Michael Hillegas and George Clymer, | 
Eſquſtes, be joint treaſurers of the United Colonies : 
That the Treaſurers refide in Philadelphia, and thatthey - | 
hall give bond, with ſurety, for the faithful performance 5 
of their office, in the ſum of one hundred thouſand dol- 
Hrs, to John Hancock, Henry Middleton, Jobn Dicken- 
fon, John Alſop, Thomas Lynch, Richard Henry Lee, 
and James Wilſon, Eſquires, and the furvivor of them | 
in truſt for the United Colonies, 
9 That the Provincial Aſſemblies or Conventions do | 
each choole a FTreaſurer for their reſpective colomes, 
and take ſuffictent ſecurity for the pode performance 
of the truſt, 
That esch edlony provide ways and means to fink its 
ren of the bills ordered to be emitted by this 
ongreſs, in ſuch manner as may be moſt effectual and 
ad ad ted to the condition, circumſtances, and equal 
ROK taxes Wn colony. * . 


3 


_ 


1 


That a proportion or quota of each e de- 


termined according to the number of inhabitants of all 
ages, including negroes and mulattos, in each colony; 


but as this cannot at preſent be aſcertained, that the 


quotas of the ſeveral A be ſettled for the preſent as 


follows, to undergo a reviſion e "_0y FOO 
liſt of each colony is obtained. e 
NewhampſhireeQ.. 06 1-2. 
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. Rhode-Ifland, +7 71959 12 "abs + 
Connecticut, Fo 50 1 10 Uh 

New. Nor, 4819 

New, jerſey, 2 161290 a 

Pennſylvania, 37⁴ 08 1-2 208. 

Delaware, 37219 1% 1 

Maryland, 8 310174 1-2 

Virginia, 43596278 n 

a 110 n Ty 
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That each 4 0 pay its relvettive quota in 40 | 


equal annual payments, the firſt; payment. to be made on 


or before the laſt day of November, which will be in 


the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-nine, the ſecond, on or before the laſt day. of No- 
vember, 1780, the third, on or before the laſt day of 
November, 1781, and the. fourth or. laſt, on or before 
the laſt day of November, 2782, and that For this end 
the ſeveral provicial aſſemblies or conventions provide 
for laying and levying taxes in the reſpeftive provinces 
or colonies, towards finking the continental bills: That 
the ſaid bills be received by the collectors in payment 
of ſuch taxes, and be by the collectors paid into the 
hands of the provincial Treaſurers, with all ſuch other 
monies as they Way” receive in lieu of the — 
n | 8 il , 
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bills, wich other 5 the ſaid orovincial Treafiitet 
ſhall endeavour to get exthanged for continental bills; 
and where that eannot be done, ſhall ſend to the contiz 
nental Treaſurers the deficiency in filvet'or gold, with 
the bills making up the quota to be ſtink in that year, 
taking care to cut by a circular punch of an inch diames 
ter an hole in each bill, and to croſs the ſame, thereby to 


render them unpallable, though the ſum or value is to 


of continent al bills that may be brought to them for that 


remain fairly legible; and the Continental Freafurers, as 
faft as they receive the ſaid quotas, ſhall, with the afſiſt- 


ace of a committee of five pefſons, to be: appointed by 
the Congrefs, if ſitting; or by the aſſembly or convention. 
of the province of Pennſylvania, examine and count the 
continental bills; and in the preſence of the faid com- 


mittee, burn and deſtroy them.. And the ſilver and gold 
ſent them to make up "the deficiencies of _ quoras, they 
ſhall fetaln in their hands until demanded in redemption 


purpoſe, which bills, ſo redeemed; they hall alſo bury and 
deſtroy in the-preſerice of the: faid committee And the 


ſaid treaſurers, whenever they have ſilver or gold ift ther 


hands for the redemption | of continental bills; ſhall ad- 
vertiſe the ſame, ſignifying that he is ready to give filver 


or gold for ſuch bills to all perſons n it in exe” og 


change. | 


The oval Treaſurers and collectors ate to vb 
ſuch allowances for their reſpeckive fervicts, as ſhall be 
directed by the ſeveral aſſemblies or convenniondy to de E 
paid by their reſpective province or colony; 

That the Continental be allowed for their 
ſervice this year 50 dollars each. {1 

Neſolbed, That the Pay- Maſter- General, cenie 
General, Quarter-Maſter-General, and every of theit de- 
puties, ſhall take an oath truly and e e dithiig?” 
1 1 of r 8 vg a wor 
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-..Qrdare, That the Continental ne 0 pay to 
el William Thompſon, or his order, 5000 dollars 


on account, being by advance for the wo ak of Aa e 55 


talion of rifle men 70 his men. 


„ 
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py Naeh TART We will on Fg newt: 


bor of the ſtate of trade, ren the, tenth of next Sep- 15 


tember. Fr Aha 1 
Mr. M. Kean, from, the 3 reported the faces 
4 a e., to be ren, by the en Cate 
eaſurers. n i | rb} 
1 That the ſaid commitce a, ing into, e 
ciency of the-ſureries. , 
yods add. till - Monday: a 8 o'clock. | 7 ON 
205 fa MonDay,'. July 31, . oo 
Met eee to adjournment. 2 ht 
took into conſideration her report 


* 


the committee, on the reſolve of the houſe of commons, 


and the nden debated by Potographs,” was agreed 
to/gs follows: e te 

Ihe, ſevetal Aſſemblies of NewJerſoy, Pennſylvania, 
fo er referred to the Congreſs, a reſolu - 


lution of th 


7 2&4 lk $a | % Lunæ 20 die Fab. pn 7 ls J. A 
ede. Houſejo,a:Commiietee-owthe" American pe. 


$4 Motion made, and queſtion propoſed. 670 Digg 


e That it is ie opinion of this — en 
the General Council and Aſſembly, or General Court 


5 * of his Majeſty's provinces or colonies in . 


ſhall propoſe to make proviſion, according to the con- 
dition, eircupiſtanet ur ſituatibn of ſuch province or co- | 8 
lony, for contributing; their proportion to the com 
defence( ſuch proportion to be raiſed Wa the authority of 

e * 0 BA, ; "the | 


* 


ouſe of commons of Great OR which 


n in iter ora Hast ot T 


by 


- 


« 


7 4 


L 


x ( en 


the General Court, or General Aſſembly a, 4b pro : 
vince or colony, and diſpoſable by Parliament) and ſhall 


engage to make proviſion alſo, for the ſupport of the | 


civil government,' and the adminiſtration of Juſtice in 
ſuch province or colony, it will be proper if ſuch propo- 
fal ſhall be approved by his Majeſty and the two Houſes 
af Parliament, and for ſo long as ſuch proviſion ſhall be 
made accordingly, to forbear, in reſpect. of ſuch pro: 

vince or colony to lay any duty, tax or aſſeſſment, or to 
impoſe any further duty, tax or aſſeſſment, except only 
fuch duties as it may be expedient to continue to levy or 
impoſe, for the regulation of commerce; the net produce 


of the duties laſt mentioned, to he carried to the account 


of ſuch province or colony reſpectively. 81 

The Congrels took the ſaid reſolution into confera- 
tion, and are thereupon of opinios, 

That the colonies of America are 0b to ah ſole 
and excluſive privilege of giving and granting their own 
money; that this involves a right of deliberating whe- 
ther they will make any gift, for what purpoſes it ſhall be 


made, and, what ſhall be its amount; and that it is a high _ 


© breach. of this privilege for any body of men, extraneous 


to their conſtitutions, to preſcribe the purpoſes fot which 

money. hall he teyied on them, to take to themſelves the 
authority of judging of their conditions, circumſtances, 
and fituations, and of ieee the amount of the con- 


tribution to be levied... 


. That as, the colonies. poſſeſß a. right. of appropriating ö 
thier gifts, ſo, are they entitled at all times to enquite in» 
to their application, to ſce that they be not waſted among 


the venal and corrupt; for the purpoſe of undermining 
the civil rights of the givers, nor yet 5 diverted to the 


ſupport of ſtanding armies, incontiſtent with their free- 


dom, and ſubverſive of their quiet. To propoſe theres 


fore, as this reſolution does, that the monies given 
by the colonics, hell- be ſubiecg te tbe diſpuſal. of partas 


ment alone, is to . that they ſhall relinquitk gt 
right 


_ 
— 
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night of enquiry, and put it in the power of others te 
render their gifts ruinous, in proportion as they are 
e eee eee e 


. Kong monies, is an important barrier a ainſt the undve CHIEN 
| tion of prerogative, which 1 if left altogether without con- 


hiſtory ſnews how efficacious is its interceffion for re- 
dreſs of grievances, and re- eſtabliſnment of rights, and 


4 
. 


_ mediator. een ee, | ods 
Me are of opinion that the propoſition contained in 

this reſolution is unreaſonable, and infidious : unreaſon- 
able, becauſe, if we deelare we accede to it, we declare 
without refervation,'we will purchaſe the favour of par- 


becauſe, individual colonies,” having bid and bidden again, 
till they find tha avidity of the ſeller too great for all their 


vided: from their fiſter eolonies whom the miniſter will 


buy an artful proctaſtination of a definitive anſwer. 
| I bat the ſuſpenſion of the exerciſe of their pretended 
power of taxation being expreſly. made commenſurate 
4 with the continuance of our gifts, theſe muſt be perpe- 

tual to make that ſo, Whereas no experienee has ſhewn 


of duty or of kind diſpoſition, On the contrary, the 


liament, not knowing at the fame time at what price 
they will pleaſe to eſtimate their favour; it is infidious, 


9 


that a gifs of perpetual revenue ſecures a perpetual return 


pParliamens itſelf, wiſely attentive to this obſervation, are 


traul, may be exerciſed to our great oppreſſion ; and all 


powers to ſatisfy, are then to return into oppoſition, di- 


have previouſly detached by a grant of eafier terms, or 


— 


mn the eſtabliſhed practice of granting their ſupplies from 


TY pear to year only... | N Es 7 
__ _ -*Defirous and determined as we are to confider, in the 
maoſt diſpaſſionate view every ſeeming advance towards a 
_ + reconciliation made by the Britiſh parliament, let our 


brethren of Britain reflect what would have been the ſa- 


7 ? f ; a } 
5 ? | 
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That this privilege of giving or of withholding our 


how improvident it would be to part with ſo powerful a 


| | wy . 189 | ) 8 
kalte to men of OD, had even fair terms been profered, 40 


- 


_ theſe inſidious 2 s were with circumſtances of inſult and defi- 
. .. - ance, A propo tion to give our money, accompanied with large fleets 
and armies, ſeems addreſſed to our feais rather than to our freedom, 
With what patience, would Britons have received articles of treaty from 
any power on earth when borne on the point of a bayonet by military 
_ plempotentiaries ? 8 | 3 
We think the attempt unneceſſary to raiſe upon us by force or by 
threats our proportionable contributions to the common defence, 
when all know, and themſelves acknowledge, we have fully contri- 
buted, whenever called upon to do ſo in the charactar of freemen. 
Me are of opinion, it is not juſt that the colonies ſhould be required 
to oblige themſelves to other contributions, while Great-Baitain poſ- 
ſeſſes a monopoly of her trade, This of itſelf” lays them under heavy 
contribution. To demand, therefore, addifional aids in the form of a 
tax, is to demand the double of their equal proportion, if we are to 
contribute equally with the other parts of the empire, let us equally 


with them enjoy free commerce with 5 5 world. But while 


. 
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the reſtrictions on our trade ſhut to us the reſources of wealth, is it 
juſt we ſhould bear all other burdens equally with thoſe to whom eve-. 
iy reſource is open & + nb; | 
Me conceive that the Britiſh pdfliament has no right to intermed.. = | 
dle with our proviſions for the ſupport of civil government, or adm: 
1 rgnniſtration of juſtice. The proviſions we have made are ſuch as pleaſe Is : 
| ourſelves, and are agreeable to our own circumſtances ; they anſwer | 
; the ſubſtantial purpoſes of government and of juſtice, and other pur - 
| poſes than theſe ſhould not be anſwered. We do not mean that our 
ple ſhall be burthened with oppreſſive taxes to provide ſinecures 
forthe idle or the wicked, under colour of pr fürn g for a civil lift, \ 
| _ While parliament purſiie their plan of civil government within their 
„oon juriſdiction, we alſo hope to purſue ours without moleſtation, 
Me are of opinion the propoſition is altogether unſatisfaRtory, be- 
cauſe it imports' only a ſuſpenfion of the mode, not a renunciation of 
the pretended right to tax us: becauſe too it does not N to re- 
of the ſeveral acts of parliament paſſed for the purpoſes of reſtrain. 
x — trade and altering the form of government of one of our colo- 
—- * nies; extending the boundaries and changing the government of Que - 
bec; enlarging the juriſdiction of the Courts of Admualty and Vice 
Admiralty taking from us the rights of trial by a jury of the vicin- 
age, in caſes affecting both life and property; tranſporting us to other 
countries to be tried for criminal offences ; exempting by mock trial 
the murderers of coloniſts from puniſt ment; and quartering ſoldiers 
r times of profound peace. Nor do they renounce the power 
ol fuſpending out dwn legiſlatures, and of legiſlating for us them. 
| felves in all caſes Whatſoever. On the contrary, to ſhew they mean 
5 10 diſcontinuance of injury, they paſs acts, at the very time ef holding 
Irs? , | out 
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out this propoſitian, for reſtraining the commerce and fiſheries of the 
_ -. provinces of New-Eugland, and tor interdicting the trade of the * 0 
ther colonies with all foreign nations and with each other. This 
proves uncquivocally they mean not to relinquiſh the exerciſe of in- 
—.. over pc. » V. Ä to hc F 
Upon the whole, this propoſition ſeems to haye been held up to the | 
world, to deceive it into a belief that there was nothing in diſpute be- 
*rween us but the mode of levying taxes; and that the Parliament hav- 
ing now been ſo good as to give up this, the Colonies are unreaſon- 
able if not perfectly ſatisfied; Whereas, in truth, our adyerſaries ſtill 
claim a right of demanding ad Ibitum, and of taxing us themſelves, to 
the full amount of their demand, if we do not comply with it. 
Ibis leayes us without any thing we can call property, But, what 
is of more importance, aud what in this propoſal they keep out of 
fight. as if no ſuch point as now in conteſt between us, they claim. 
a right to alter our chartef and eſtabliſh laws, and leave us without 
any ſecurity tor our lives or liberties, ? The ptopoſition ſeems alſo to 
have been calculated more particularly to lull into fatal ſecurity our 
well-affected fellow ſubjechz on the cther fide the water, il tine. 
thould be given for the oper@tion\of thoſe arms, which à Britiſh Mi- 
niſter pronounced would inffF#nt eouſly reduce the cowardly”. ſons. 


of America to unreſerved ſulltrnſiap. But when the world reflects, 
how inadequate to juſtice are th unted terms; when it attends | 
to the rapid and bold ſucceſſion, pf injuries, Which, during a courſe of » 1 
eleven years, have been aimed at gheſe colonies ; when it reviews the 2 
pacific and reſpectful expoſtulations, which, during that whole time, 


rd” at all, or were anſwered with new 
ACC} Ren it recollects that the Miniſter bim-. 
ſelf on an early ogca Elared, ** That he would never treat with, 
America, till he had brqught her to his feet,” and that an avowed par- 
tiſan of Miniſtry has more lately denounced againſt us the dreadful 
ſentence, © Delende eff Carthage,” that this was done in preſence of 
2 Britiſh ſenate, and being unrepyoved by them, muſt be taken to be | 
their own ſentiment, (eſpecially is the purpoſe has already in part © „ 1 
been carried into execution, by their treatment of Boſton and burn, | 
ing of Charleſtown ;).. when it conſiders the great armaments AN. 
which, they have invaded us, and the circumſtances of cruelty with | 4 
which theſe have commenced and proſecuted hoſtilities; when theſe 
_ things, we ſay, are laid together and attentively conſidered, can be. P 
World be deceived into an opinion; that we are unreaſonable, or can 
it heſitate to believe with us, that nothing but our own exertionz maß 
| defeat the. Miniſterial ſentence of death or abject ſubmiſſion,” . 
5 „ motion made, Reſobved, That Mr. Langdon,. 3 Adams, | g 
Mr Hopkins, Mr, Deane, Mr, Clinton, Mr, Grapes. Pr. Fools We 
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Mr. Rodney, Mr. fohnfon, Mr. Henry, Mr. Hewes; Mr. Gadfdetiz 


and Mr, Hall, be a committee in the receſs of Congreſs, to make en- 


quiry in all the colonies after virgin Tead and ſeaden ore, and the beſt "7 


methods of collecting, ſmelting,” andrefitiing it. Wy 
© Reſolved, That the aboye,named gentl- men be a Committee, in the 
feceſs of the Congteſs,* to enquire into the cheapeſt and eaſieſt me- 
thods of making falt in theſe colonie s 4 
Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congreſs took under con- 
ſideration the tate of trade after the tenth of September, and after 
ſome debate, the ſame was'poltpohed to a future dax. 
On motion, Reſolved, That when the Congreſs adjourns fer receſs, 
it be adjourned to meer at Philadelphia, | 
Two petitions, "one from ſundry merchants in New-York, and 
the other from ſundry merchants in Philadelphia, reſpecting the fals 
of 'teas imported hefors the late aſſociation, were laid before the 
Congress. , be I ce ON 
- Ordered, Fo fie on the table. n 4 


- > Adjourned" till to-mbrrow at 8 clock. 

k 750 G 222” TVESDAY, Auguſt I, 1776. Te | 

5 Miet according to adjollmment. 
Neſalveil, That the ſum of five Hundred thouſand dollars be imme- 
diately forwarded from the Continentyl treaſury, to the Pays Maſter 
General, to be applied to the uſe of the army in Maflachufetts-Bay, 
in ſuch manher as General Waſhingtop, or the commander in chic 
for the time being; by his warratirs, Mall Himir and apphint; and if 
the above ſum ſhall be expended before the next meeting of the 


- uf - 
5 
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Congreſs, then "that General Waſhington, or the commander in 


chief for the time being, be empowered to draw upon the Continental 
treaſury. for the ſum of two hundred thoufand dollars, in favour of 
the Paymaſter- General te be applied for the uſe and in the manner 
ieee, d ę . qo wa Sre We 4 1% 

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennſylrania be a Committee to 
receive and count the above ſum of $090,000 dollars, and forward 
_ rhe ſame under the care of the Delegates of Mafſachufetts-Bay;pro-' 
. Yidedfo mneh is now ready in the treaſury,” If that is not the caſe, 

then to'receive,. coun, and forward by the. ſaid Delegates what is 
ready, and the remainder by the firſt opportunity in the ſafeſt and 


* 6 


*Refalved, That a ſum not Exceeding 15 5,000 dollars be paid to 
the Provincial Convention of New-York, to be applied towards ths 
diſcharge of the-monies advanced and the debts contradted. for the. 
public ſervice, by the ſaid Provincial Convention and the Committee 
_ of Albany, iu purfuance of the directions of this Congreſs; and 
that the laid Provincial Convention account to this Congreſs. at their 
next meeting for the application of the faid money. rt 
* Reſolved, That the Prevfurers be, and they are hereby ordered to 

pay to the Delegates of the colony of Connecticut, viz. Eliphaler 
er, Roger Sherman, . and Silas Deane, Eſquires, the ſum of fifty 
thouſand dollurs, to be by them paid unto the- Governor and Com- 
any of the ſaid colony, in part or the ſums by them diſburſed in 
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rt ferries: x ti Goremor and Company to ein 
© for. | 
i "FER That. the 95 af Lo hundred o Jolas 744 Tg: 
5, 8 * Tmeainiely forwarded from, i; continental ſreaſury. to the Paymaſter 
+ © ZGencral, (o be applied to. the.uile of the ati in che New-York 4 
Ws department, in ſuch manner as General-. Schpyler by hig warrant ſhalb 
mit and . appoint; and that if the above ſun ſhall be Expendedy © 
r "before the next meeting ot the- Congreſs, then, that General 2 25 
Ko - 8 ler, or the Commanderin Chief, for the time being, id chat de | 


uſcof the Coßtinent. 
+. © Reſolved, That the ſum of ten thouſand dollars be placed int tl 0 


of 3 "Mi weht, be empowered, to. draw upon the continental treaſury for 4 
th 6. _ ; e ſum not IG two hundred thouſand, dollars, to be ap- 5 
1 | pPlied for the uſe and in manner above mentioned. 8 5 
r 1 Reſabved, That the ſum of 16000 dollars. be paid to the Delegates 
__ 2 the colony..c of ennſylvania, in full for the like ſum by them 
8 borts ed by mee „ on the third of Junk; laſt, for che f 


A hands of the Delegates of. Fennſylvania, or any. three of them, for 
1 dContiugent ſervices, and that, out gf the ſame, be paid the expences 
. incurred fox raiſing aud ar {IR rifle companies; and for expreſſes 
SY and other ſmall charges, . ich the Congreſs ee. not been able 
1 to procure exact accounts; and that the Caid { Committee do lay before 
tte ſhngrels, at their next mecting, an account ot their Proceedings 
iin lee 

. Whereas 7 4 former Congreſs it was reſolved; that * certain ads 
. 5 TILE . Parliament, in the Continental Aflociation enunierated and com- 
WAGES plained of, ſhould not be repealed on or before the xoth day of Sep- 
e IM . 177 67. the inhabitants of theſe united colanies would not, 
E 5 * rectly or indirectly, export any mercbandize or commodity. what-, 
1 . - thever. to Glest-Britain, Ireland, or the, Weſt-Indies;, and as ſome 


8 --2*,,* doubts have anſen with reſpect to the true ſpirit and confrudtion, of. 


. 12 hs Reſolve: To the end that ſueh doubts may- be removed, +. 1 
3 " Refatued, That undet the prohibition in the ſaid. Affociation, cons. 
. tained, to export toy or imiport from, the iſlands of Great- Britain 


5 and Trel-nd, this. Congres intends. to comprize all exportation tog-, 
- "8: OFF importation from, che iſlands of Jerſey, Se Sark, . J 
nme and Mann, and every European iſſand and ſettlemknt within. the 
* Britiſß dominions; and that under the denomination of 5 elt 
& 7 | 53 this "oe ae means to comprehend all the Weſt-ladia "Nands 
. Aal foreign, to whatever ſtate, power; or. prince. Belonging, 
3 1773 W Ranrſoever governed, and alſo the Summer Iflands, {6c o6-2 tf 
Ra Mondo, Berbicia and Surinam on the Main, and every. iſland 9 
WV eta ment within the latitdde of the ſouthern line of He and 


* the quator. | bt. 74 I 
| "Adjourned tg Tueſlay, the eth of 8 per; n 
"ED e is a copy of the Journal, of the Proceedings of the 8 


from their Meeting on the tenth of May, to this time, EXCEPT .- 
” hat fome reſolutions reve: to Military Operations, carrying, 


on, are omitted. N Ha NCOCK, Prelidenty: | 
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